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EC ruling fuels doubts about Senate poll
; The EC also dismissed cases against politi-
COM_MENTARY ,‘ cians and MPs reportedly affiliated with the
Chall"lth ¢ ~) BJT.
Yonpiam Y &i Critics have lambasted the decision, saying
e the EC needed to ease pressure that had
mounted over several months afteriLaw, a
political advocacy group, disclosed details of
an investigation into the 2024 Senate election.
he Election Commission’s (EC) The group claimed to have received infor-
decision to refer a small proportion mation from the Department of Special Inves-
of serving senators to the Supreme tigation (DSI), which launched a probe under
Court over alleged poll fraud comes the Pheu Thai-led government in 2024.
as no surprise. Lest we forget, the findings of the DSI
Of the 299 people implicated by the EC’s investigatipn were gccepted by the EC’s 26th
26th investigation panel, 77 are to have their subcommittee, which concluded last year that
cases referred to the Supreme Court. They there were grounds to charge 229 people. Nev-
include 26 serving senators. ertheless, the EC’s 36th subcommittee cleared
It should be noted that several of the all 259 sulslpgc;s i Fe'l‘)iruary. d —_—
defendants, in addition to the 26 sitting There ad been wigespread specilation
senators, are accused of being members of that most, if not all, of the 229 suspects would
the “blue senator” camp — a term coined to be let off the hook. Yet coordinated efforts by
suggest links to the Bhumjaithai Party (BJT), 1La.1w and the opposition p artlles 10 P esenL
whose colouriablius: evidence and DSIreports — including money
[—

i
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In this Sept 14 photo, Election Commission (EC) chairman Narong Klanwarin, left, announces the EC’s ruling in the Senate collusion case following an
investigation into alleged irregularities in the election process. CHANAT KATANYU
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trails, telephone records and indications of
highly systematic vote-rigging — may have
made it difficult for the seven-member EC to
dismiss every case. The EC referred the cases
of 77 people to the Supreme Court based on
evidence including financial records.

The Supreme Court is expected to take
some time to rule on the cases. It would not
be an exaggeration to suggest that the final
verdicts may come near, or even after, the end
of the current Upper House’s five-year term in
2029.

The EC has never explained why the
investigation dragged on for almost two years
without anyone being held accountable, until
the opposition and iLaw recently brought the
matter to public attention.

The independent poll watchdog also
shrugged off critics’ demands that it forward
all the cases to the Supreme Court, as stipu-
lated by election law.

More importantly, disagreement within
the EC — with two commissioners dissenting
from its Sept 14 decision — has raised further
public doubts about the process.

Commissioner Sittichote Intaravises, who
formed the minority with Chai Nakhonchai,
sought to explain his position by speaking out
against the majority’s treatment of key allega-
tions involving party executives, MPs and
other figures.

He said all the suspicious acts and defend-
ants were connected with one particular
party in one way or another. Yet the minority
commissioners could not persuade the EC to
accept this argument, resulting in only 26 sit-
ting senators being implicated.

A day after the resolution, Mr Sittichote
told the media he was “not satisfied” and
wanted the public to understand that the
EC'’s decisions had not been unanimous, with
most reached by a 5-2 vote. He conceded that
his explanation could not change the EC’s
decision.

At this stage, the BJT and Prime Minister
Anutin Charnvirakul, who were reportedly
among those implicated in the original inves-
tigation, appear to be safe.

Even if the court suspends all 26 senators,
the number of senators affiliated with the

party will remain substantial. This means the
so-called “blue senator” camp will remain a
force to be reckoned with, retaining significant
influence over legislation and appointments

while the Upper House continues to function
without a power vacuum.

On the contrary, the EC’s decision may
have pushed some senators who were previ-
ously outside the BJT’s orbit to join its ranks,
making the ruling party even more powerful.

The Senate, most of whose members are
believed to be affiliated with the BJT, will
continue to vote on appointments to fill
vacancies at independent agencies, including
the National Anti-Corruption Commission,
the EC and the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission.

Under these circumstances, not only does
the BJT remain unharmed, but it may also
further consolidate its political base with sup-
port from the legislative branch. It is likely to
retain power for years, given that Pheu Thai
has maintained its allegiance and the Kla
Tham Party, led by Capt Thamanat Prompow,
remains on standby.

The EC’s remaining challenge is a pending
Constitutional Court ruling, expected on Sept
28, concerning ballots containing QR codes
and barcodes that may have undermined the

principle of secret voting.

For critics and opposition parties, the EC’s
latest ruling confirms what they describe as
solidarity between the Upper House and the
poll agency under the “blue regime” In terms
of power politics, that unhealthy relationship
gives rise to a distorted power structure.

Notably, conservative legal experts such
as Jarun Pukditanakul, a former Constitu-
tional Court judge; Vicha Mahakun, a former
anti-corruption commissioner; and Bow-
ornsak Uwanno, a former charter drafter,
have recently voiced frustration over the EC’s
handling of the case.

Yet several groups still pin their hopes on
the Supreme Court. Thailand’s judicial system
empowers Supreme Court judges to summon
witnesses and examine matters beyond the
evidence presented by the EC. It is hoped that
the court may uncover hidden links while
hearing from the defendants and witnesses.

Some optimists believe the Supreme Court
has an opportunity to restore balance, as
it is well aware that such a distorted power
structure will do more harm than good to the
country.

Chairith Yonpiam is assistant news editor,
Bangkok Post.
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