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TELECOM

NT to mull extension
of Thaicom 4 satellite

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

National Telecom (NT) is expected to
evaluate a joint proposal from Thai-
com Plc and an Indian state enterprise
within this month to extend the opera-
tion of the Thaicom 4 satellite by three
months, despite concerns about the
satellite’s engineering and an ongoing
deadlock at the regulator.

NT has operated Thaicom 4, known
as the iPSTAR satellite, after the con-
cession of satellite operator Thaicom
expired in September 2021.

According to NT president Col San-
pachai Huvanandana, the joint pro-
posal was recently submitted to NT to
defer the satellite’s decommissioning
date from September, as set by NT.

The Indian state enterprise currently
utilises Thaicom 4’s transponder capac-
ity, citing strong ongoing demand from
users in the Indian market. The state
enterprise might be unable to transfer
customers in time to a satellite that
Thaicom intends to secure to replace
Thaicom 4 after the end of its engineer-
ing lifespan.

Col Sanpachai said NT manage-
ment plans to submit the joint request
to its board for consideration later this
month. If the proposal is approved, NT
is required to notify the board of the
National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC).

The NBTC board remains in a dead-
lock and has failed to hold a meeting
since late July due to lack of a quorum.
Many board members have declined
to attend meetings following the dis-
qualification ruling against chairman
Dr Sarana Boonbaichaiyapruck.

Digital Economy and Society (DES)
Minister Chaichanok Chidchob said
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operating Thaicom 4 beyond its engi-
neering lifespan carries significant
operational hazards, particularly as
the satellite’s lifespan has already been
extended twice.

The ministry, which owns both the
Thaicom 4 and Thaicom 6 satellites, will
monitor the issue, he said.

“Continued service increases the risk
of severe orbital anomalies, including
loss of orbital control, complete power
exhaustion or satellite collapse,” said
Mr Chaichanok. “If the satellite collides
with or causes damage to other satel-
lites and space assets, this could make
NTresponsible for substantial liabilities
and legal claims.”

Thaicom previously proposed NT
extend Thaicom 4’s service until the
end of this year, though it already had
two lifespan extensions in recent years.

The proposed extension gives the
company time to handle the delayed
deployment of successor satellite Thai-
com 9, ensuring uninterrupted service
for customers.

In the past, Thaicom 4 and Thaicom
6 were operated by Thaicom under a
concession regime. Thaicom trans-
ferred ownership and related equip-
ment of the two satellites to the DES
Ministry after its concession expired.

The ministry assigned NT to operate
the service, and NT then hired Thaicom
to continue to manage both satellites.

Thaicom said Thaicom 4 has suffi-
cient fuel on board and is able to safely
eject from its orbital slotonce itreaches
its definitive end-of-life stage.

Initially scheduled for retirement in
2022, Thaicom 4’s operation was first
prolonged to 2024, and subsequently
extended again in March 2024 for an
additional year.

o help@dataxet.co €3 Dataxet Thailand

Page: 1/1

/

Dataxet Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Road, 17 Floor, Mahatun Plaza Building, Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330, THAILAND

{3 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700 =
S




