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Headline: NBTC panel seeks court order to suspend chairman

PRValue (x3): 110,441.10

Clip: Full Color

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

NBTC panel seeks court order to suspend chairman

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The committee selecting the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) is to ask the Cen-
tral Administrative Court to order NBTC
chairman Dr Sarana Boonbaichai-
yapruck to stop performing his duties.

The committee also resolved to
impose an administrative enforcement

measure requiring Dr Sarana to stop
performing his duties as chairman.
The moves follow last week’s Central
Administrative Court ruling upholding
the NBTC selection committee’s deci-
sion that Dr Sarana lacks the qualifica-
tions to hold the position.
Theselection committee’s decision to
seek the court order followed a request
from several NBTC commissioners,

who asked the committee to seek
interim measures to allow the remain-
ing six commissioners to continue to
perform their duties.

They cited concerns that Dr Sarana
would continue to express his inten-
tion to work at the NBTC office and
attend board meetings despite the
selection committee’s earlier ruling on
his qualifications.

News ID: C-260929001052 (29 Sep 26/03:45)

They said that Dr Sarana could pre-
vent the other commissioners from
carrying out their statutory duties and
further disrupt the NBTC’s decision-
making process.

The Central Administrative Court on
Sept 25 dismissed Dr Sarana’s petition
seeking an order to revoke the selec-
tion committee’s July 21 ruling that
he lacked the qualifications or had a

prohibited characteristic under Section
8 (2) of the Frequency Allocation Act.
He was therefore deemed to have relin-
quished his right to take up the position
under Section 18 of the law.

The court ruled that the selection
committee’s decision was lawful.

In dismissing Dr Sarana’s peti-
tion, the court said his actions and
orders as NBTC chairman were not

automatically invalidated by the dis-
pute over his qualifications.

Dr Sarana could file a petition with
the Supreme Administrative Court
within 30 days.

The NBTC board meetings have
repeatedly failed to reach a quorum
since July as many commissioners have
declined to attend, citing doubts about
Dr Sarana’s qualifications.
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