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Headline: NBTC board feud reaches critical stage

SHOWDOWN

The NBTC board dispute reached a fever pitch
as a group of commissioners want a court
order for the chairman to step down. 4

NBTC board feud reaches critical stage

Commissioners want
chairman to leave

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The board of the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) has reached a crisis stage as
a group of commissioners is pushing
for chairman Dr Sarana Boonbaichai-
yapruck to step down.

The NBTC selection committee is
expected to ask the Central Adminis-
trative Court today to order Dr Sarana
to stop performing his duties.

The committee’s decision to seek this
court order followed a request from sev-
eral NBTC commissioners who asked
the committee to seek interim measures
to allow the remaining six commission-
ers to continue to perform their duties.

According to an NBTC source who
requested anonymity, a rift within the
board has escalated as the majority of
commissioners pressed for the imme-
diate suspension of the chairman from
his duties.

The movement is spearheaded by
three commissioners — Pirongrong
Ramasoota, Suphat Suphachalasai and
AM Thanapant Raicharoen.

The Central Administrative Court
dismissed the chairman'’s petition last
week to revoke the selection commit-
tee's ruling in July that disqualified him
from the position. Although the court

rejected the chairman’s plea, it did not
instruct him to step down from his post.

POWER STRUGGLE

Dr Prawit Leesathapornwongsa, an
advisor of Mrs Pirongrong, said the trio
of commissioners submitted a letter to
the NBTC office to request it hold an
extraordinary meeting of only six board
members excluding the chairman on
Oct 2.

The group said the majority of com-
missioners are prepared to proceed
with regulatory duties without the
chairman’s involvement.
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The expected agenda for the remaining six NBTC commissioners if
the Central Administrative Court orders chairman Dr Sarana
Boonbaichaiyapruck to stop performing his duties.

& Vote to select an acting board
chairman

&’ Approve a long list of urgent
agenda items

The regular board meetings to con-
sider agendas have failed repeatedly
since July as many commissioners
declined to attend, citing the chair-
man’s doubtful qualifications after the
selection committee ruled that helacks
the qualifications to hold the office.

The selection committee found Dr
Sarana had a prohibited characteristic
under the Frequency Allocation Act.
He was therefore deemed to haverelin-
quished his right to take up the position
under the law.

In a swift countermeasure to main-
tain his authority, the NBTC chairman
this week directed the NBTC office to
summon all board members to attend
official meetings on Oct 1 and 2.

The NBTC source added that the
chairman may also pursue legal ave-

& Consider restarting the process of

selecting a new secretary-general
after a five-year vacancy

& Restore public confidence

BANGKOK POST GRAPHICS

nues to block the selection committee
from seeking a court order to stop him
from working.

If the court orders the chairman to

suspend his duties, it would mark a
historic turning point for the troubled
seven-member board after months of
internal feuds.

If the court does notissue the order,
the chairman could insist he can con-
tinue to carry out his duties, meaning

the deadlock is expected to continue,
the source said.

In another scenario, if a royal com-
mand to remove Dr Sarana from office
is officially announced, it would also
mark a turning point for the board.

Earlier Prime Minister Anutin
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Charnvirakul sought a royal order to  as active chairman.
remove Dr Sarana from the post after AM Thanapant proposed himself as
theselection committee’s rulingonhis  a candidate for the chairman post in
qualifications in July. competition with Dr Sarana during the

NBTC board formation four years ago.

RESTORING CONFIDENCE
If there are only six remainingcommis- ACTING SECRETARY-GENERAL
sioners in charge, they are expected Beyond the new chairmanship, the
to give top priority to selecting an NBTC source said another position that
acting chairman. could become a major focus is that of

The source said they will also have ~ NBTC secretary-general.
to restore the board’s ability to make Trairat Viriyasirikul continues to be
decisions in a systematic and legally the NBTC’s deputy secretary-general
defensible manner. and he has been acting secretary-

“The immediate challenge will be general for more than five years,
to establish a functioning leadership  pending the failed appointment of a
structure, clear more than 220 out- secretary-general.
standing agenda items — including The source said a change in the
many urgent issues — and potentially chairmanship does not automatically
restart the process of appointing aper-  remove Mr Trairat from his acting sec-
manent NBTC secretary-general.’ retary-general post.

Under the NBTC Act, governing In January 2024, four commissioners
the NBTC, in the event that the chair- refused to approve Mr Trairat as secre-
man leaves office, the commission is  tary-general — despite his nomination
required to select one of its members  to the post by Dr Sarana because they
to serve as chairman and notify the disagreed with aspects of the selec-
prime minister, who will then submit tion process.
the matter for royal appointment. In August 2024, Mr Trairat filed

The NBTC source said the term an administrative case at the Central
“acting chairman” needs to be distin- Administrative Court against Dr Sarana
guished from the formally appointed and the four commissioners.

NBTC chairman. He argued that the board’s resolu-

In practical terms, the six remain- tion rejecting his appointment consti-
ing commissioners will select one of tuted an unlawful administrative order
their members to preside over meetings  because these four commissioners were
during the transition period. defendants he filed lawsuits against in

The source said that AM Thanapant another case, therefore they should
is one prospective candidate for the not have participated in the decision
acting chairman postand is alsotipped  to appoint him secretary-general.
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