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Headline: NBTC chair ordered to cease duties within 7 days

Clip: Full Color

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

NBTC chair ordered to
cease duties within 7 days

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
selection committee has ordered chair-
man Dr Sarana Boonbaichaiyapruck
to stop performing his duties within
seven days of receiving the order or face
a daily fine of 50,000 baht for failing to
comply with the order.

The panel sent the written order to
the NBTC secretary-general yesterday,
invoking its authority under Section
63/22 of the administrative procedure
law to issue the order.

The committee also cited a Cen-
tral Administrative Court ruling last
week that the panel’s ruling in July to
disqualify Dr Sarana from the post is
lawful.

The move follows a complaint sent
to the panel by NBTC commission-
ers on Sept 28, requesting that Dr
Sarana be forced to cease his duties as
NBTC chairman.

The commissioners said Dr Sarana’s
continued performance of his duties
was obstructing the work of other NBTC
commissioners, particularly the hold-
ing of NBTC board meetings, which

News ID: C-261001001061 (1 Oct 26/03:34)

& www.dataxet.co

are considered important to the public
interest. A large number of agenda
items are awaiting consideration by
the regulator.

Regular board meetings to con-
sider agendas have repeatedly failed
to take place since July as many com-
missioners declined to attend, citing
the chairman’s doubtful qualifications
after the selection panel ruled in July
thathe lacked the qualifications to hold
the office, given that Dr Sarana had a
prohibited characteristic under the fre-
quency allocation law.

The selection panel instructed the
NBTC secretary-general to take nec-
essary action in connection with its
order yesterday.

On Monday, the selection panel
disclosed that it would ask the Cen-
tral Administrative Court to order Dr
Sarana to stop performing his duties
so that other commissioners can per-
form theirs.

Dr Sarana scheduled the next board
meetings for Oct 1-2, but he officially
requested to be absent. He also rec-
ommended that the commissioners
elect an interim chair to preside over
them.
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