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Headline: NBTC to resume R&D funding for broadband projects

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

NBTC to resume R&D funding for broadband projects

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha has
ordered the national telecom regulator to
resume allocation ofresearch and develop-
ment funds for broadband network devel-
opment projects, starting from 2017,

The use of the Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Research and Develop-
ment Fund for the Public Interest, man-
aged by the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC),
was suspended by Gen Prayut in 2014, after

his military coup.

The order is part of Gen Prayut’s
attempts to accelerate telecom infrastruc-
ture development in order to steer the
country towards Thailand 4.0, or the value-
based economy.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tanta-
sith said the regulator last week received
a letter from Deputy Prime Minister ACM
Prajin Juntong, informing him that Gen
Prayut signed an order on Aug 25 to allow
NBTC to resume allocation of the funds for
the development of affordable broadband

PROMSAKA NA SAKOLNAKORN

access in rural and remote areas.

ACM Prajin also serves as acting minis-
ter at the Ministry of Digital Economy and
Society (DE).

The fund now holds 23 billion baht.
It gets pledged contributions from telecom
and broadcasting licensees through the
annual payment of 3.75% of net income
from telecom and broadcast services.

Mr Takorn said the NBTC will have to
work closely with the DE Ministry to fully
utilise the fund for public benefit, and
avoid duplicating investments from the

ministry’s own plan to develop a national
broadband infrastructure project.

There are 79,000 villages in the country,
40,000 of which already have broadband
internet access.

Mr Takorn said the NBTC will set up a
working committee this month to formulate
broadband development plans.

Representatives from the National Eco-
nomic and Social Development Board and
the Secretariat of the Cabinet will be invited
to participate with the committee.

He said Gen Prayut also ordered the

News ID: C-161010001089 (10 Oct 16/05:03)
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NBTC to formulate a five-year investment
plan to develop the country’s broadband
network in order to eliminate invest-
ment projects that duplicate those of the
DE Ministry.

The government outlined a 20-year
roadmap for 2016-2036 to develop Thai-
land’s digital economy.

The roadmap was approved by the
cabinet in April in a move aimed at boost-
ing the country’s industrial and economic
competitiveness to drive sustainable eco-
nomic growth.
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BUSINESS
CALENDAR

FORUM

=» MONDAY: Deputy Prime Minister
Somkid Jatusripitak will address the
“Sino-Thai Business Investment Forum
2016", organised by the Industrial and
Commercial Bank of China (Thai) Plc at
Grand Hall, Plaza Athenee Hotel. High-
ranking Thai and Chinese business
leaders will discuss the investment and
trade situation in Thailand.

INDUSTRY

=% MONDAY: The Plastics Institute of
Thailand will hold a press conference to
disclose its strategic plans to trans-
form the sector through 2021 to rise

to Industry 4.0, an industrial revolution
that will see technologies and automa-
tion play greater roles.

GONFERENGE

=» TUESDAY: A three-day conference
entitled “The Sustainable Brands 2016
Bangkok” will be held at Millenium
Hilton Hotel, Bangkok, under the theme
of "Activating Purpose”. It will have
more than 40 speakers from around
the world, and more than 60 brand
cases will be presented to encourage
brand-building to benefit businesses
and society.

INVESTMENT

=% TUESDAY: The Thai Bond Market
Association will provide a brief on the
third-quarter performance of the bond
market and a fourth-quarter outlook at
its office at Tonson Building.

IT

=» TUESDAY: Orapong Thien-Ngern,
general manager of Microsoft Thai-
land, will host a press conference on
“Microsoft Leading Digital Transforma-
tion in Thailand”, which will focus on
the digital transformation vision and
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technologies that aim to spearhead
progress for Thailand. It will be held
at Microsoft (Thailand) Ltd on the 38th
floor of CRC Tower at All Seasons
Place, Wireless Road.

PROPERTY

=» TUESDAY: Amantara Development
Co will hold a press conference for

the launch of its luxurious condomin-
ium, Amaranta Residence in Ratchada-
Huai Khwang. At the event, to be held
at the Amaranta Hotel on Pracha Rat
Bamphen Road Soi 5, an affiliated hotel
franchise, the Amaranta Hotel, will also
be introduced.

SME

=» WEDNESDAY: Industry Minister
Atchaka Sibunruang will chair a cer-
emony at Centara Grand Hotel Ladprao
to award certificates to winners of

the One Province One Agro-Industrial
Product, a scheme created to promote
small and medium enterprises in agro-
industrial products.

CONSUMER
PROTECTION

=» THURSDAY: The National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC), in cooperation
with the Thai Netizen Network, will hold
an NBTC Public Forum at Asia Hotel
to educate consumers on how to use
mobile phones safely. Key speak-

ers will include experts Jongbong
Park, director of project development
at Asia-Pacific Telecommunity, and
Asst Prof Sudsanguan Ngamsuriyvaroj
from the Faculty of Information and
Communication Technology, Mahidol
University.

FINANCE

=» THURSDAY: Citi Foundation and
Kenan Institute Asia will host a panel
to discuss “The Future of Financial
Literacy in Thailand” at Crowne Plaza
Bangkok Lumpini Park. Panellists are
from the Finance Ministry, the Bank of
Thailand, the National Savings Fund
and the National Credit Bureau.
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS & TECHNOLOGY

Single mobile safety centre to be set up

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

A single centre for the verification of mobile
phone safety standards is scheduled to be
established by December to speed up veri-
fication of products and record accidents
associated with mobile phone usage.

The centre will replace the two existing
mobile phone verification facilities oper-
ated by the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
and the Industry Ministry.

The urgency for a single verification
centre follows several incidents involving
exploding phone batteries.

The NBTC will oversee the operation of
the centre, said Takorn Tantasith, the com-
mission’s secretary-general.

At present, all mobile devices imported
into Thailand for sale must be verified by
the NBTC for technical and safety stand-
ards, while the Industry Ministry is in
charge of verifying peripheral equipment

such as batteries and chargers.

“Having a single centre will clearly define
the responsibilities for each authority," said
Mr Takorn. “It also reduces consumer con-
fusion about where to file complaints when
an accident occurs.”

Mr Takorn said the centre will be set
up at NBTC’s headquarters. The Industry
Ministry will assign technical officials to
support the verification process.

Handset manufacturers and mobile
operators have introduced various models
of low-cost smartphones in the market to
cash in on increasing demand for new
features at affordable prices. This has

led to more accidents related to mobile
phone use.

Last month the NBTC banned the
import and sale of three Lava smartphone
models: Iris 600, 700 and 708. The three
models are priced from 2,400 to 3,500 baht
per unit.
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Indian-made Lava smartphones are
mainly distributed by Advanced Info
Service, Thailand’s largest mobile phone
operator. The NBTC's findings suggest the
models’ batteries were at risk of explosion.

The regulator asked the Civil Aviation
Authority of Thailand to ban the use of the

three models on board, the same measure
applied to Samsung Galaxy Note 7, which
also had faulty batteries.

The NBTC also sent a letter to Lava Inter-
national (Thailand) Co, the Thai represent-
ative of the producer, to provide informa-
tion about the usage of the three models.

A Samsung Note 7
phone battery
burns after it
exploded during a
test at the Applied
Energy Hub battery
laboratory in
Singapore. Thai
telecom regulators
are settingup a
centre to verify
safety standards of
cellphone.REUTERS
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Photo News: Commuters are often engrossed

Commuters are often engrossed with their smartphones. The NBTC will host a forum on using mobile phones safely on Thursday at Asia Hotel. APICHIT JINAKUL
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