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SPRING RESUMES

Suspended radio station allowed
to return to broadcasting early

The Office of the National Broadcastingand
Telecommunications Commission allowed the
Spring Radio FM98.5 news station to resume
broadcast at noon yesterday.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of the
NBTCOffice,said he decided toallow the radio
station to resume broadcasts sooner than

expectedafterhe metwith two executivesfrom
the station, Patchara Sarapimpha and Kosol
Songniem.

LastWednesday, the NBTC Officeissued an
orderto suspend theradio station’s broadcasts
from 1am on Thursday to midnight yesterday
on the grounds that its broadcasts had content
deemed to violate national security and the
peace and order of the country.

Takorn said he was pleased with the expla-
nation given by the two executives and had
warned them to be more prudent with what
was aired in the future.
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Spectrum
auctions

scheduled

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The auctions for 1800- and 850-megahertz
spectrum licences are scheduled to take place
in February next year — seven months before
the concession expiry dates — as part of the
country’s spectrum management roadmap to
avoid service disruption.

The spectrum bands include 90MHz
of downlink and uplink bandwidth on the
1800MHz, plus another 20MHz on the 850MHz
band, said Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general
of the National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC).

The two spectrum ranges are being used by
second-ranked mobile operator Total Access
Communication (DTAC) under a concession
with CAT Telecom, which is due to expire in
September 2018.

“We expect the auctions for the two spec-
trum ranges to generate a combined 195 bil-
lion baht to the state, comprising of 120 billion
baht from the sale of 90MHz of the 1800MHz
spectrum and 75 billion from the 20MHz of the
850MHz,” said Mr Takorn.

He said NBTC management will start pre-
paring for the auction process next month,
which includes auction designs, the number
of spectrum licences, and auction payment
terms. “We expect to complete all preparation

1072 (18 Apr 17/05:19)

process by this year-end.”

To ensure a level playing field among tel-
ecom operators, Mr Takorn said the reserve
prices for the auctions of 1800- and 850-MHz
bands will be based on the winning prices of
the previous licence auctions of the 1800- and
900MHz spectrum in 2015.

The NBTC in 2015 auctioned two licences
on the 1800MHz spectrum and another two
licences on the 900MHz, which raising a com-
bined 232 billion baht for the state.

Mr Takorn said the NBTC plans to inform
the Digital Economy and Society Ministry’s
committee, chaired by Prime Minister Gen
Prayut Chan-o-cha, of the auction plans soon.

In his opinion, the auctions of both 1800-
and 850-MHz bands will draw several pro-
spective companies participating in the auc-
tion, particularly DTAC, who failed to secure
licences through the spectrum auctions
in 2015.

Mr Takorn admitted that both mobile leader
Advanced Info Service and third-ranked True
Move won their respective licences with hefty
sums at 2015’s auctions, which has put them
under a hefty financial burden.

However, he believes that mobile operators
need to acquire more spectrum bandwidth
to deal with surging demand for data usage.

Mr Takorn also said the planned early auc-
tions are intended to accommodate the devel-
opment of digital ecosystems in the country,
which need more bandwidth resourcesto serve
digitally driven services.

The NBTC has so far auctioned a combined
of 4220MHz of downlink and uplink bandwidth
from a variety of spectrum that are operated
and used by telecom service providers.

The existing spectrum in market is not suf-
ficient to serve digital innovation development,
especiallyin the advent of the fifth-generation
wireless broadband, expected to be commer-
cially launched in global markets by 2020.
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UNDER THE THUMB

The big three mobile operators face penalties
if they fail to provide enough service areas for
fingerprint registration. B2

Mobile SIM card users are being encouraged to register for the online fingerprint ID system.

Major mobile players pushed
to take fingerprint ID in hand

Sk

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Thailand'’s three major mobile operators
must provide at least 600 service areas in
total by next month for new prepaid and
postpaid mobile SIM card users to register

for the online fingerprint 1D system.

The companies face penalties if they
fail to meet the nationwide quota.

The three operators are Advanced Info
Service (AIS), Total Access Communica-
tion (DTAC) and True Move. Each com-
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pany will have to provide fingerprintscan-
ners at 200 service areas by next month.
The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC),
however, wants all existing mobile users
to put their fingerprints in the system on
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a voluntary basis for the benefit of their
own security.

The fingerprint system is aimed at
ensuring greater security of the mobile
banking channel and preventing the risk
of fraud, which is likely to increase in a
cashless society.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tan-
tasith said all mobile operators will have
to provide a total of 8,000 service areas
for fingerprint ID systems nationwide by
year-end.

Through a fingerprint enrolment pro-
cess, mobile operators will scan each per-
son’s fingerprints and store them on the
NBTC'’s secure database server.

The fingerprint system will comple-
ment the existing registration system.

Mr Takorn said that all mobile opera-
tors have to provide the fingerprint system
for their customers as an alternative reg-
istration system to create greater security
via mobile banking services.

Thailand has 103 million mobile sub-
scribers, 14 million of whom use mobile
banking services.

Mr Takorn also said that mobile vir-
tual network operators (MVNOs) are
not exempt from the fingerprint ID rule.
An MVNO is a company that provides
mobile service but does not have its own
mobile network.

The regulator has notyetidentified the
exact number of service areas MVNO and
state telecom enterprises like TOT Plc and
CAT Telecom are required to provide.

Mr Takomn said operators who fail to
comply with the rule by the deadline
will face various penalties ranging from
getting a new mobile number banned
from the NBTC to mobile operating
licence revocation.

He said that the NBTC is now focusing
on the three major mobile operators, as
they together account for more than 90%
of total mobile subscribers in the country.

A fingerprint scanner costs operators
8,000 baht for every unit installed. The
scanners will link up with the Civil Reg-
istration System’s online data through
a server at the Department of Provin-
cial Administration.

Mr Takorn said the fingerprint system
would not create a financial burden on
mobile operators because the investment
can be deducted as a business expense
from the universal service obligation
(USO) fee operators pay annually to
the NBTC.

Telecom operators have to share 5% of
their total revenue with the NBTC. Of the
total, 3.5% is paid for the USO fee and the
remaining 1.25% goes to the licensing fee.
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