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NBTG GALLS TIME

Regulator cuts off all unregistered prepaid
mobiles, citing their potential use in remote-

controlled bombs. B3

NBTC calls time on unregistered SIMs

Cut-off meant to deter
phone-enabled bombs

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Mobile prepaid customers will no longer
get an extension of time to register their
SIM cards, in a drastic move to avoid the
potential use of unregistered phone num-
bers to detonate bombs remotely.

The formal decision was made by the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC) in the
aftermath of the Ratchaprasong bombing.

“Prepaid mobile users who failed to
register their personal information by the
July 31 deadline are now being cut off and
are unable to use outbound mobile calling
and data services,” said NBTC secretary-
general Takorn Tantasith.

Those users can still receive incom-
ing calls and SMS messages for one
more month.

“We can confirm that all existing unreg-
istered prepaid numbers are in our con-
trol,” Mr Takorn said.

A mobile phone without a registered
SIM card cannot make a call or access
the internet. Mr Takorn said this would
prevent criminals using unregistered SIM
cards from easily exploiting the numbers
for illicit activity.

The cabinet approved the prepaid
registration rule last month as part of the
national security agenda.

Up to 67.8 million prepaid numbers,
out of a total of 85.5 million issued num-
bers, have been registered with users’

personal information.

Of the total 17.7 million unregistered
numbers, 13 million are inactive users and
the remaining 4.7 million are still active.

As of July 31, mobile leader Advanced
Info Service (AIS) had 9.2 million unreg-
istered numbers. Second-ranked Total
Access Communication (DTAC) had 5.5
million unregistered numbers, while No.3
True Move had 3 million.

“We are in talks with the three major

News ID: C-150820001078 (20 Aug 15/06:28)

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com

¥ IQNewsClip’

www.ignewsclip.com

mobile operators on implementing meas-
ures to terminate all existing unregistered
numbers within the next month,” Mr
Takorn said.

Operators must inform those users 30
days before cutting off their services, in
line with regulations governing telecom
service contracts.

Mr Takorn also said the NBTC's telecom
committee yesterday approved changes in
some key details of the planned 4G auction

for the 1800-megahertz spectrum, sched-
uled to take place on Nov 11.

The changes came about in response to
a public hearing on the auction.

According to Col Settapong Malisu-
wan, the NBTC vice-chairman, the reserve
price for a 1800-MHz licence will increase
to 15.91 billion baht, up from 13.92 bil-
lion previously.

The reserve price represents 80% of
the estimated real spectrum value, up

from 70%.

The duration of a licence term will be
reduced to 18 years from 19 years, Col Set-
tapong said.

In addition, the amount of bandwidth
for a 1800-MHz licence will increase to 15
MHz, up from 12.5 MHz.

CAT Telecom has finally agreed to
return its unused 5 MHz bandwidth on
the 1800 MHz band to the regulator for
this November’s auction.
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Telecom committee raises minimum bid for 1.800MHz licences

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE TELECOM committee of the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
yesterday approved an increase in the
minimum starting bid for each of two
licences on the 1,800-megahertzspec-
trumto Bt15.912billion,or 80 pre cent
of the full spectrum price.

Tt also decided to remove from the
draft auction rules the plan to cap the
total spectrum bandwidth that tele-
com operators can own after the bid.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-gener-
al ofthe NBTC, said the removal of the

60MHz spectrum cap followed an
agreement by Total Access
Communication (DTAC) to hand over
5MHz of the bandwidth it holds on
the 1,800MHz spectrum for the auc-
tion. Thiswillenable the NBTC to auc-
tion a total of 30MHz on that spec-
trum, 15MHz per licence, up from the
originally planned total of 25MHz.

The auction is scheduled for
November 11.

Earlierthe NBTC setthe minimum
bid at Bt13.92 billion, or 70 per cent of
the full assessed value, but academics
and consumer-protection groups
complained that this was too low.

Thetelecom committeealsocutthe
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licence period of this spectrum from
19 years to 18. Winners of the licences
will also have to cover 50 per cent of
the population within eight years, a
change from 40 per cent within four
years.

The committee will propose these
amendmentstothedraftauctionrules
for the NBTC board’s consideration
tomorrow.

Meanwhile, Takorn said the
NBTC would ask the Cabinet to
extend the deadline for registering
prepaid SIM cards to September 30
from August 31.

Originally those failing to register
their SIM cardsby.July 31 werenotable

to call out but could still register until
August 31 to avoid having their serv-
ice terminated.

The NBTCwill also ask the Cabinet
to allow the telecom companies to
inform users that all services will be
terminated on September 30ifthey fail
to register their SIM cards.

A total of 70 million phone num-
bers, or 85 per cent of those using pre-
paid SIM cards, had registered by the
end of July, according to the NBTC.

Around 17.7 million users had still
not registered, of which 9.2 million
phonenumbersbelonged to Advanced
Info Service, 5.5 million to DTAC and
3 million to True Corp.
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