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NBTC 3G RESERVE

HIGHER PRICES FOR SMALLER BANDWIDTH

2.1-gigahertz spectrum could cost Bt
billion for 15MHz maximum bandwidth

SIRIVISH TOOMGUM,
USANEEMONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

hereservepricefor 5 megahertz
I of bandwidth in the 2.1-giga-
hertzspectrum might be raised
to about Bt5 billion per slot, while the
maximum bandwidth available to each
bidder could be lowered to 15MHz, a
source at the industry r?ig;lﬂa.tor said.
The National Broadeasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) source said the watchdog was
mulling the revisions after listening to
the opinions of participants at its first
publichearingyesterdayon the licens-
ingtermsand conditions ofthe 2.1GHz
spectrum, which will be used for third-
generation cellular service.
Many attendants at the hearing
-opposed the 20MHz bandwidth max-
imum, as they were concerned that if
two cash-rich bidders were each able
to acquire 20MHz, they would domi-
natethe market atconsumers'expense,
Smallerbandwidth holderswould also
soon fall outofthemarket, theyfeared.
Three private cellular operators,
Advanced Info Service, True Corpand
Total Access Communication (DTAC),
each said separately that technically,
acquiring 15MHz of the 2.1GHz spec-
trumwas sufficient forthemto provide
quality wireless broadband service,
The NBTC plans to auction nine
slots in the 2.1GHz spectrum, each
containing 5MHz of bandwidth, at a
reserve price of Bt4.5 billion per slot.

Each bidder is allowed to grab a max-
imum 20MHz. The agency set the
maximuim to ensure fair competition
amongbidders. The Bt4.5-billion price
is equal to 70 per cent of the assessed
value of Bt6.4 billion for 5SMHz of
bandwidth.

NBTC commissioner Prasert
Silphiphat said that in practice, if the
watchdog decides to reduce the max-
imum bandwidth available to each
bidder, this could lessen the bid com-
petition if there are three bidders.
Therefore, it should alsoraise thespec-
trum reserve price.

The source added thatifthe NBTC
decidestoadjust the spectrum reserve
price, it might raise it to either 80 per
centofthe assessed value - or Bt5.120
billion per slot - or 90 per cent, which
would be Bt5.76 billion per slot.

DTACsseniorvice presidentforthe
regulatory  division, Naruporn
Rattanasamaharn, said at the hearing
that technically, 15MHz was enough
bandwidth forthe companyto provide
an efficient service. He cautioned the
NBTC against allowing regulations to
become obstacles that keep theindus-
try from moving forward.

True Corpsassociate general coun-
sel Taj Bussadeegarn said True would
definitely participate in the bidding,
butsuggested the watchdog reducethe
maximum spectrum bandwidth avail-
able to each bidder to 15MHz from
20MHz. Otherwise, cashed-up bid-
ders would snatch huge bandwidth,
Taj warned. ‘
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AIS chiefexecutive officer Wichian
Mektrakarn said on thesidelines ofthe
hearing that for AIS, 15MHz band-
width wastechnically sufficientto pro-
vide efficient service, given that soon
after the 2.1GHz auction, more spec-
tra would become available for sale,
including 1,800MHz, 900MHz,
2.3GHz and more.

He was concerned that some par-
ties would seek ways to slow down the

NBTC's planned auction process.

True Corp chief financial officer
Noppadol Dej-udom said the spec-
trum reserve price of Bt4.5 billion per
a slot was too high. True also opposed
theconditioninthelicensing draft that
bid winners have to pay 50 per cent of
the spectrum price within 45 days of
the auction.

The condition should be relaxed to
allow winners to save money for set-
1:1ncgl up their 3G networks, Noppadol
said.

NBTC vice chairman Settapong
Malisuwan said he was confident the
auction ofthe 2.1GHzspectrum would
take place as planned in October. The
draft licensing terms and conditions
are expected to be published in the
Royal Gazette in August. It has been
speculated that only AIS, True and
DTAC will participate in the bidding,
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Radio operators make their case at public hearing

Amid a heated public hearing, radio operators had
mixed opinions about the draft rules for a trial
radio operation for public-service, commercial and
community-based purposes, and technical stan-
dards of radio transmission presented by the
National Broadcasting and Telecommunication
Commission yesterday.

More than a thousand representatives from radio
stations in Bangkok and the provinces attended
‘the public hearing.

The hearing became heated after a group of rep-
‘resentatives from radio stations that had not yet
registered with the NBTC opposed the draft, as
they strongly believed these rules could limit their
freedom to operate their own stations.
~ Some of them also urged the NBTC to open a new
registration to allow them to operate radio stations
and air programmes on a trial basis like the 6,601
‘community radio operators that had already regis-
tered with now-defunct National Telecommu=nica-
tion Commission (NTC) over the past two years.

. NBTC deputy secretary-general Prasert
Aphiphunya said the watchdog now had maore than
7,000 reglstered radio operators airing pro-
grammes via the AM and FM radio frequencies of
MCQT, the Royal Army, the Public Relations

News ID: C-120721003083 (21 Jul 12/09:37)

Department, the Royal Navy and registered com-
munity radio operators.
Last year, NBTC extended the airing of pro-

grammes on a trial basis by registered radio oper-
ators for almost a year after the NTC's protection

scheme expired in January. Registered operators
were thus able to air their programmes legally.

Prasert said that according to the draft rules,
about 7,000 registered operators would also be
allowed to run their programmes legally on a trial
basis for another three years after the rules come
into effect by the end of this year.

However, a representative of a community radio.
station in Udon Thani suggested that the trial peri-
od should be cut to one year for more rapid trans-
formation in the radio industry.

Prasert said the watchdog would collect all com-
ments from the public hearing and revise the draft
before submitting it for the NBTC board's approval
soon. The watchdog expects to implement the
rules by end of this year.

He said the board would also consider whether to
open new registration for hundreds of unregistered
community radio stations. - WATCHIRANDNT
THUNGTEP, 'IHTNAT[ON il
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POLITICS IN MEDIA: A FACT OF LIFE?

>> Legal loopholes make enforcing constitutional ban on
media ownership by office-holders impractical, critics say
>> Others insist removing prohibition would threaten

~ Journalists' ‘checks-and-balances’ role, widen rifts in society

" HATRED IS IN THE AIR

ASIA UPDATE
Established in 2010 after
D Station and People Channel went off-air.

& D Station Co Ltd

Registered on October 3, 2008

Adisorn Piengket held 20,000 shares from
March 5, 20089 to June 30, 2011,
Noppadon Pattama held 20,000 shares
fromiMarch 5, 2009 to May 7, 2008.
Arisman Pongruangrong has held 20,000
shares.since May 7, 2009.

Democracy News Network
Co Ltd (DNN)

red on May 15, 2009

BLUESKY CHANNELS
Registered on Dclober 20th last year
Vittayen Muttamara, who was a secretary
to Democrat MP Satit Wongnongtaey
when he was PM's Office minister, is

| currently the managing director

Takerng Somsup,a media professional
seen as being close lo the Democrat Party,
is the station director. He halds 10,000
shares.

Burarit Sirivichai, a member of the Young
Demoerals, [s a company executive and
halds 60,000 shares,

pong Ruangsuwan lield 15,000 shares Taweesak Na Takuathungis the biggest
fram May 15, 2009 to Apr N shareholder in Telecast Media Co Lid.
Jarupan Kuldiloke held 10/( shares from ] which holds the biggest stake in BluaSky.
May 15, 2008 o April 20, 2 ; | He s a lawyer o former Democrat
Varut Tanhasukont is the biggest ‘

shareholder in both D Station Co Ltd and
DNN,

KORNCHANDK RAKSASERI,
SOMROUTAI SAPSOMBODN,
PRAVITROJANAPHRUK
The Nation

ical” TV channels operating at the

moment exist in violation of the
Constitution, which clearly prohibits
politiciang from owning media organ-
isations. The question is not whether
they should a]ﬁ1 be taken off the air; it’s
whether the prohibition is realistic in
the first place. '

A Nation survey of opinions found
that the majority of people either wel-
comed the existence of the “political”
TV channels or accepted them as an
unavoidable fact of life. This begs the
question of whether the current

I tigbeyonddoubtthatmany “polit-

FORMER PHEU THAI MP and red-shit  FROM LEFT: Democrat MPs Sirichok
leader Jatuporn Promphan during 'Choo  Sopha, party spokesman Chavanond
Thong', a show that is broadcast on Asia  Intarakomalyasut and MP Theptai

Update channel daily. Senapong host BlueSky's popular ‘Sai attemptstoexploitloopholesshould be
Lor Far" show. : o allowed to continue, or legal changes
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should be introduced to legitimise
political connections to the stations.

BlueSky Channel director Takerng
Somsup said the law goes against the
nature of both human beings and of
political parties, and should therefore
be abolished.

Article 48 of the Constitution pro-
hibits political office holders from
ownership of mass media, directly or
indirectly.

Althoughincumbent politicians do
notdirectlyhold such shares, itis wide-
ly known that political parties have
channels of their own. The most obvi-
ous examples are Asia Update, which
islinked to the ruling Pheu Thai Party,
and the Democrat Party-linked Blue
SkyChannel. 5

“It's the nature of politicians that
they want to directly communicate
with people. But when they feel that
the mainstream media cannot passon
the message as they want, they find
other ways,” Takerng said.

“Nowadays, political parties have
rallies, leaflets and websites; although
they cannot own mass media, they still

.{)a.ss ontheirthoughts viamass media,”
i

esaid. “Ifthe opposition does nothaye
atelevision channel, it holds rallies to
talk to the people.”

While admitting that TV channels
with political party ties can worsen
divisions in society, Takerng said they
are not the core of the problem.

“Even if there were no [party-
linked] media today, the conflicts
would still persist. As longasthe main
conflicts remain, even if you stop the
media, it will come out in one form or
another,” he said.

Voicing a similar idea but from the
other side of the political divide, Pheu
Thai party-list MP Jarupan Kuldiloke
- who once held some 10,000 shares
at Democracy News Network (DNN)
before she became a politician - said
politicians and political partiesshould
be able to own and run mass media,
including television channels, solong
astheydon’t relyon taxpayers' money.

Jarupan said political parties could
theninformthepublicaboutthebudg-
etused in aclearand transparent man-
ner.

As for concerns that the polemical
information spread by both sides of a
politicised media would widen the rift
in society, Jarupan said she believed
members of the public are mature
enough to be able to think for them-
selves and distinguish fact from opin-
ion. What's more, she believes that
thesechannelsactasan outletforpeo-
ple to let off political steam.

‘It will reduce violence,” she
claimed.

Article 48 of the Constitution prohibits political
office holders from ownership in mass media,

directly or indirectly.

Noppadon Pattama, personal
lawyer of ousted, now fugitive, former
premier Thaksin Shinawatra, once
held shares at pro-red shirt Asia
Update Satellite TV. He said these TV
stations should be givén the opportu-
nity to prove themselves, but some
organisations such as the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC)shouldlookintowhethersuch
media engage in propagandaor cause
rifts in society.

Veteran media entrepreneur
Somkiat Onwimon has the same idea.
He disagrees with prohibiting politi-
ciansfrom owningsharesin the media,
s:iLying it opposes democratic prinei-
ples.

Somkiat said such a prohibition
means barring media professionals
from getting into politics.

“Theres no such thing anywhere in
theworld. Itsagainstdemocratic prin-
ciples,” said the former news anchor
and reporter, who also served as a
drafter of the 1997 Constitution.

However, Somkiat stresses that
mass media should not be used for
public relations purposes. “They
should not blame or accuse anybody,”
he said, adding that it is for the mass
media to scrutinise and play the
checks-and-balances role.

“But the media of the two colours
[Blue and Red] are never examined.
They only talk but didn’t provide any
information. They spoke only with
feelings and opinions; they are
groundless.”

“People must learn that they can-
not rely on political parties’ media as

they only attack their opponent with-
out providing the truth,” he said.

Pirongrong Ramasoota Rananand,
ajournalismlecturerat Chulalongkorn
University’s Faculty of
Communication Arts, has a different
view.

She said the media used to be
regarded as the Fourth Estate, pro-
viding checks-and-balances on the
other three - the king, the lords and
the commons in the past, and the
administrative, legislative and judicial
branches at present, Therefore, they
must be independent from the other
three. ‘

“Being the media for public rela-
tionsis somewhatacceptable. Butcon-
sidering the potential of television,
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nobody will dojust that. Otherwise, if

thereisno drama; nobody will watceh,"*
she said, adding that political parties

have had their public relations media,

such as websites, for a long time.

Nobody complained, as the websites

donot provoke people.

“The problem is incitement, polit-
ical slander, hate speech and propa-
ganda. Party politicy are about win-
ning, and defeating each other. If the
mediaisassociated with party polities,
itisimpossiblethat the Public interest
will be at the forefront,” she said.

Adisak  Limparungpatanakij,
President of Nation Broadeasting
Corporation, a sister company of The
Nation newspaper, said there’s no
stopping politicians from running tel-
evision stations through proxy share-
holders and it might be best to legalise
ownership of channels by politicians.

“T think let’s do it in the open. It's
best, because we can’t bar anyone in
reality and so the public will at least
knowwhothereal owners of these sta-
tions are, Constitutional prohibition
isimpractical,’ said Adisak, adding that
itis futile to tryto sue any politician for
violating the Constitution through
alleged mass-media ownership.

Adisak added that there would be
balance, however, as the public have
the choice of watchingapro-Democrat
Party TV station or a pro-Pheu Thai
Party TV station.

“You can say they are partisan, but
nothing can be done about [ these TV
stations]. I am not too worried about
that because neither side is being cen-
sored.”

NBTC member Supinya
Klangnarong expressed doubt that it
could ever be proved that politicians
arethereal owners behind these satel-
lite TV stations. “Is it practical [to bar
them]? It's not practical.”

Supinya said she wasn't sure if the
lawshould beamended toallow politi-
cians tolegally own television stations
ornot.

m TV channels' political ties clear 2A
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