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NBTC tempts Channel 3 with sweeteners

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) has
offered to waive annual and universal
obligation service (USO) fund fees in an
attempt to get Channel 3 to do simul-
cast broadcasting.

Col Natee Sukonrat, chairman of the
NBTC’s broadcasting committee, said
the regulator would waive a 2% annual
licence fee and another 2% USO fund fee
for existing analogue channel operators
that migrate to the digital system and do
asimulcast.

The 24 digital channels will receive an
exemption of only the 2% annual licence
fee. They will continue paying the 2% USO
fund fee as usual.

The incentives for simulcast broadcast-
ing will apply only to broadcasters that do
their simulcast schemes by Oct 10, the first

day the digital TV subsidy coupons will be
distributed to households.

If broadcasters do a simulcast after the
proposed date, the broadcasting committee
will consider the fee reduction based ona
case-by-case basis.

Moreover, the regulator and the Finance
Ministry will discuss a possible delay of the
second payment of digital TV licence fees
for another year. Digital TV operators have
been affected by the nine-month delay in
the distribution of subsidy vouchers.

Allthese measures were approved by the
broadcasting committee yesterday, and the
panel will today propose them to Channel
3 for consideration as incentives for simul-
cast broadcasting.

The fee-exemption solution for Channel
3 was raised by Thawatchai Chitrapanun,
broadcasting commissioner overseeing
economic issues.

Mr Thawatchai said this package was

News ID: C-140923001087 (23 Sep 14/05:41)

&7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

aimed at attracting Channel 3 to migrate its
content to air digitally, and the controver-
sial issue would be solved smoothly before
the blackout next Sunday.

Commissioner Supinya Klangnarong
yesterday raised another issue to pressure
Channel 3 to do a simulcast broadcast by
investigating two TV subsidiaries of BEC
World Ple.

Banglok Entertainment Co holds the
concession of Channel 3, while BEC Mul-
timedia Co has three digital TV chan-
nel licences.

If both subsidiaries are controlled by
the same group as BEC World, it means
Channel 3 can migrate its content to air
digitally via a simulcast without violating
the Broadcasting Act.

If the subsidiaries are not controlled
by the same group of people, Bangkok
Entertainment risks losing its analogue
TV licence.
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NBTC approves 5-year fee waiver

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
WACHIRANONT THONGTHEP
THE NATION

THE NATIONAL broadcasting
committee yesterday unanimously
approved a five-year waiver of the
annual Universal Service
Obligation fee for all 24 terrestrial
digital TV channels for five years.

It also waived both the annual
licence and USO fees for digital TV
channels that simulcast their ana-
log content on their digital chan-
nels.

The five-member committee will
use this decision as the framework
in an attempt to cajole Bangkok
Entertainment Co, the operator of
channel 3’s analog programmes, to
simulcast its content on its digital
channel (Channel 33), said broad-
casting commissioner Thawatchai
Jittrapanun.

Channel 33 is operated by BEC’s
sister company, BEC-Multimedia.

The committee will hold a sec-
ond round of talks with BEC today
to urge it to simulcast its analog
programmes.

The USO and the licence fee each
account for 2 per cent of the digital

_TV operators’ gross revenue. It is

estimated that the USO fee of all 24
digital channels is around a com-
bined Bt1 billion per year.

The National Broadcasting
Telecommunications Commission
collects the fee to fund the devel-
oping telecom and broadcasting
industries.

However, NBTC secretary gen-
eral Takorn Tantasith said the
planned waiver of the free channels
first needed the NBTC board’s
approval and the staging of a pub-
lic hearing.

Surachai Chetchotisak, chief
executive officer of RS, one of the
terrestrial digital TV licence hold-
ers, tweeted yesterday that all
broadcasters - regardless of their
sizes — must operate in strict com-
pliance with NBTC rules and
should be treated on an equal basis
by the watchdog.

Currently Channel 5 operator
Royal Thai Army, Channel 7 oper-
ator Bangkok Broadcasting and
Televisions, MCOT, Channel 11
operator  Public Relations

FORDIGITALERA

Analog TV operators that
simulcast on digital:

m Simulcast before October10:
A five-year waiver on annual fees
set at 4% of revenue

m Simulcast after October10:

A five-year waiver on annual fees of
less than 4% of revenue

24 digital TV operators:

m Five-year waiver of annual
universal service obligation fee of
2% of revenue

m Finance Ministry may be asked
about the possibility of postponing
the second payment of licence
upfront fee by a year.

Note: 4% = 2% digital TV licence
fee + 2% universal service
obligation fee

Source: Broadcasting Committee

Department, and Thai PBS simul-
cast their analog content on their
digital TV channels.

Ifthe planned waiver takes effect,
they would be the ones who would
not have to pay the fees. BEC is the
only company refusing to do simul-
casts.

This prompts the NBTC to
explore several means to pressure
BEC to simulcast its analog pro-
grammes as part of its efforts to
quickly switch the country into ter-
restrial digital TV era.

Thawatchai said that if BEC
simulcasts the content before
October 10, BEC-Multimedia’s
Channel 33 would be entitled to the
waiver.

But if it simulcast the content
after October 10, it would not enjoy
the full waiver, without elaborating.
The NBTC will start giving away
coupons to households to buy digi-
tal TV set-top boxes on October 10.

Natee Sukonrat, the broadcast-
ing committee chairman, said the
committee would consult the
Finance Ministrytodetermineifthe
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digital operators could postpone the
second payment of the up-front
licence fee as this would help them
transit into the new broadcasting
era.

NBTC commissioner Supinya
Klangnarong said the committee
had also ordered the sub-commit-
tee examining state concessions to
examine the relationship between
BEC World, BEC, and BEC-
Multimedia.

She said that if all of them could
be deemed to be the same entity, she
personally believed BEC should
have no problem simulcasting the
content.

One reason BEC cited for not
simulcasting on its analog content
was the fact that it and BEC-
Multimedia were difterent entities.

BEC World is the parent of BEC.
BEC operates the concession under
MCOT.

Supinya said that if it was found
that BEC, which held NBTC’s
licence to operate the analog TV
broadcasting concession, did not
run the analog programme on its
own but had other parties run it, its
licence to operate the concession
should be revoked.

All the existing holders of state
TV broadecasting concessions will
automatically obtain NBTC licences
to operate the concessions as
required by the broadcasting law.

Pramote Chokesirikulchai,
president of the  Digital
Entertainment Content Federation,
said that to solve this simulcast
problem, BEC should get a letter
from MCOT confirming it allowed
BECtosimulcastitsanalog TV pro-
grammes.

He said the NBTC must also solve
the problem relating the ownership
of digital terrestrial TV licenses.

Hesaid that under the then-bid-
ding conditions, the owners of dig-
ital TV licences must also be the
operators.

BEC might have breached this
condition if it simuleast content on
BEC-Multimedia’s channel.

Pramote, a senior adviserat BEC
World, said the NBTC should look
into this matter to make the simul-
cast possible.
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Producers join
clamour on
Channel 3 ban

CITING IMPACT ON
BUSINESS, EXTENSION
OF DEADLINE SOUGHT

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

LEADING TV production houses
under contractto Channel 3 areappeal-
ing to the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission to
extend its deadline for cable and satel-
lite TV to drop the analog station, cit-
ing the impact to their business.
Arunocha Panuphan, founder and
chiefexecutive officer of Broadcast Thai
Television, said yesterday thather com-
pany had already prepared its line-up
for the channel for next month. Ifit is
banned from cableand satellite, it might
affect her company.
Thefirmisconsidered acornerstone
partner of Channel 3 after producing
and supplying TV dramasto thestation
for more than 20 years.
If the NBTC ban is carried out, the
70 per cent of households that watch
cable and satellite TV would miss the
opportunitytoview quality content pro-
duced by her company, she said.
Viboon Leerattanakajohn, chief

News ID: C-140923003044 (23 Sep 14/05:54)

&7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

commercial officer of Search
Entertainment, said his company
planned to place its children’s pro-
grammeon3HD Channelinthe 5-6pm
time slot next month. But after the dis-
pute between Bangkok Entertainment
Company - the Channel 3 operator -
and the NBTC broke out, the company
had to put the plan on hold, he said.

They made the comments at a sem-
inar on the transition to the digital ter-
restrial TV era organised by the Digital
Entertainment Content Federation.

In line with the feedback from the
production houses, cable and satellite
TV operators will also lodge a petition
tothe NBTCto postpone next Tuesday’s
deadline to stop broadcasting Channel
3 analog TV programmes.

Wichit Aurareevorakul, president of
Charoen Cable TV, said that by next
week, the Thai Cable TV Association
would submit a written petition to the
NBTC seeking a deldy of the deadline.

His companyand other cable-sat TV
operators havealready received adirec-
tive from the NBTC to remove Channel
3 analog programmes from their serv-
ices. If the NBTC does not revise its
decree, the association might take legal
steps because the NBTC’s stance has an
impact on the cable-sat TV audience,
he said.
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NLA expected to amend
telecom, broadcast laws
by March, NBTC says

USANEE MONGKOLPORN

THE NATION

THE National Legislative Assembly is expected to finish
amendingtelecom and broadcasting laws by next March,
which will change the operating structures of the ICT
Ministry and the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission, said NBTC secretary-

general Takorn Tantasith.

He said the ministry and the NBTC expected to make
joint proposals to the NLA over the next two months on
amendments to frequency, broadcasting, telecommuni-
cations and computer-crime laws. Then the assembly is
expected to finish revising them by March. An NBTC
source said an attempt was being made to amend the law
soastobringthe NBTCunderthe Prime Minister’s Office.
Itwould also have onlyasingle committee, instead of tele-
com and broadcasting committees like now.

Takorn said the NLA would also consider defining new
qualifications for NBTC commissioners.

He added that according to the preliminary discus-
sionson definingtheirroles moreclearly, the Information
and Communications Technology Ministry would be in
charge ofallstate telecom and broadcasting agenciesand
state operators. These would include the Public Relations
Department (PRD) and MCOT. Meanwhile the nation-
altelecom and broadcasting regulator would mainly over-

see all regulatory and licensing work.

Currently the ICT Ministry does not oversee the PRD
and MCOT but only TOT, CAT Telecom and Thailand
Post, as well as state satellite concessions.

The ministry is also interested in overseeing the
NBTC'’s fund for developing the broadcasting and tele-
com industry. The fund currently stands at Bt27 billion.

The NBTC yesterday submitted the names of its four
representatives on the eight-member joint committee
between it and the ministry, which will be founded to

reduce redundant work between the two authorities and

! sort out which areas of telecom and broadcasting laws
! should be amended. The other four committee members
- will come from the ICT Ministry, and the panel will be
. chaired by the ministry’s permanent secretary.

| Takorn said the ministry and the NBTC would also
| discuss whowould bein charge of suppressingillegal web-

“ sites.
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NBTC, ICT to clarify roles

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The government will clearly define the new
roles and responsibilities for the national
telecom regulator and the Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) Ministry
early next year as part of the drive towards
a digital economy.

The redefinition is aimed at eliminat-
ing redundancies between the two parties
and smoothing the path towards the digital
economy, said Takorn Tantasith, secretary-
general of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC).

He said the NBTC was likely to take
responsibility for regulatory tasks, while
the ICT Ministry would oversee operational
guidelines for state telecom and broadcast-
ing enterprises.

A joint working committee has been
set up by the ICT Ministry and the NBTC
to mete out responsibilities and coordi-
nate work between the two parties as well
as amend existing impractical laws. The
committee, chaired by the ICT permanent
secretary, has four members from each of
the two parties.

Mr Takorn said the draft of the new
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roles and responsibilities of the two bodies
should be finished by November. It will then
be submitted to the National Legislative
Assembly, with the changes taking effect
next February.

Mr Takorn said a clearer delineation of
responsibilities for policies and operations
was needed to improve productivity and
eliminate duplicated tasks.

For instance, he said the responsibility
for managing NBTC funds for public use,
overseeing satellite operations and regu-
lating internet content remained unclear
between the two parties.

Sole satellite service provider Thaicom
Plc must now seek NBTC approval before
operating its service. At the same time, the
ICT Ministry remains responsible for deal-
ing with the International Telecommunica-
tion Union to reserve orbital slots before
the company can launch satellites in orbit.

The NBTC, meanwhile, awards internet
operating licences to internet service pro-
viders, while the ICT Ministry governs the
local internet gateway market.

“It's time for the government clearly to
resolve the roles and responsibilities of all
ICT-related agencies,” Mr Takorn said.
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