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BROADCASTING

Court order delays Channel 3 blackout

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

The Central Administrative Court yes-
terday ordered an injunction delaying a
blackout of Channel 3 until Oct 11, giving
viewers 15 more days to access the station
across all platforms.

The injunction was made to allow more
time to settle legal complications and
solve the dispute between the analogue
channel and the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC).

Bangkok Entertainment Co, which
holds the concession for Channel 3, yes-
terday petitioned against the broadcasting

regulator’s Sept 8 order that all satellite
and cable TV operators suspend analogue
channels within 15 days.

The broadcasting regulator ruled that
Channel 3’s analogue offering should be
switched off because the station’s “free-
TV status” had come to an end. Initially,
the blackout was expected to happen
on Sunday.

Danai Srimora, the judge responsible
for the Channel 3 case, said the two con-
flicting parties must resolve all legal com-
plications and end their dispute within the
next 15 days. Channel 3 has already said it
intends to deliver a simulcast, so the NBTC
should help it do so, the judge said.

Narinphong Chinapak, president of the
Lawyers Association of Thailand, mean-
while submitted another petition against
the NBTC's Sept 8 order at the Adminis-
trative Court.

He said that people’s ability to access
information would be impaired as a result
of any Channel 3 blackout.

Col Natee Sukonrat, chairman of the
NBTC's broadcasting committee, said the
panel planned to revise its rental regula-
tions to help Channel 3 air a simulcast.

Currently, a channel owner must
rent 10-40% of its airtime to small and
medium content providers to give them
business opportunities.
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BEC TAKES MATTER TO PM, SEEKING ‘FAIR
TREATMENT’ OVER WATCHDOG'S ORDER TO
DROP ITS ANALOG PROGRAMMES

USANEE MONGKONPORN,
WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE CENTRAL Administrative
Court yesterday granted an
injunction to Channel 3by extend-
ing the deadline for satellite and

cable TV networkstodropitsana-

log programmes to October 11.
This follows Channel 3’s peti-
tion against a recent order by the
National Broadcasting Commit-
tee for satellite and cable TV net-
works to drop the channel’s ana-
log programmes from tomorrow
onwards. The committee is part of
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC). '
Bangkok Entertainment
Company (BEC), the operator of
Channel 3, led by executive vice
president Surin
Krittiyaphongphun, petitioned

against the broadcasting regula-
tor’s edict that cable and satellite
TVoperatorsdrop Channel 3 from
their service line-ups. September
28 was the deadline for the black-
out of the popular channel, whose
analog format does not comply
withthe NBTC’sdefinition of “free
V%

Channel 3 yesterday also peti-
tioned the prime minister, seeking
“fair treatment” over this matter.

BEC legal adviser Paiboon
Amornpinyokeat said his compa-
ny had to protect the interests of
15 million households who watch
Channel 3 via cable and satellite
TV receivers.

The broadcasting committee
has mandated thatcable and satel-
lite TV networks are required to
carry free TV channels, which are
now defined as digital only.

The legal team of Channel 3
told the courtthat numerouslead-
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Ch3 wins injunction
against NBTC order

ing cable and satellite TV opera-
tors would be affected by the com-
mittee’s edict. They are Dynasat
Communication, CTH Bangkok,
CTH Cable TV, K Master, Leo
Technology and Marketing, CAT
Telecom, Symphony
Communication, TOT, RS, GMM
Z, Big4 Satellite Group, DTV
Service, Smart Engineer,
TrueVisions Group and Poly
Broadcasting.

Plea against watchdog’s edict

. Meanwhile, the Lawyers
Council of Thailand under Royal
Patronage lodged a similar lawsuit
against the broadcasting watch-
dog’s edict.

Yesterday, a group of content
producers and actors under con-
tract with Channel 3 led by
Somluck Narongwichai, vice pres-
ident for production at BEC World,
lodged a complaint with Prime
Minister General Prayut Chan-o-

cha against the broadcasting com-.

mittee’s edict. Channel 3 had col-
lected about 200 signatures from
people at affected TV production
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houses and artists.

Wittawat Soonthornvinet, the
host of “At Ten”, a variety show on
Channel 3, said that if the service
were to be discontinued on cable
and satellite TV in the next couple
of days, many people would be

directly affected.

The content producers and
artists who work for the station
would also suffer from the black-

out.

Nattachai Arksorndit, president

of the Thailand Cable

BV

Association, said thatifitsmembers
had to remove Channel 3’s analog
programmes from their platforms,
they would lose part of their sub-
scriber base, as Channel 3 is one of
the most popular in the line-up.
Viewers might opt to watch
Channel 3 eitherviaan onlineserv-
ice or conventional TV antennas.
Thiswould haveabigimpactonthe

cable-TV business.

Ifso, the association would lodge
a petition with the broadcasting
committee calling for remedies,
includingawaiverofannuallicence
fees and fees for the broadcasting

research fund.
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