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Release of NBTC’s
3G report delayed
KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

In a surprise move, the preliminary
findings of the investigation by the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC) into the
third-generation (3G) network deal
between CAT Telecom and True Cor-
poration has been postponed.

Initially, a subcommittee of the NBTC
planned to announce its fact-finding
report yesterday, after it found seven
points indicating that the True-CAT con-
tract violated Section 46 of the Frequency
Allocation Act.

The act prescribes that licence-holders
must manage spectrum rights on their
own. They are also prohibited from allow-
ing other parties to manage the frequency
on their behalf.

The seven points that were in need of
amendment included the use of CAT’s
800-megahertz frequency on its own
equipment and devices.

A member of the investigative sub-
committee disclosed that it could not
enter into an agreement for the conclu-
sion as the subcommittee chairman acted
in opposition to the report.

The subcommittee will raise the con-
clusion at the next meeting on Thursday.

The source said the delay was a sur-
prise, as previously all members of the
subcommittee unanimously approved
the initial report.

In another development, the National
Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC)
yesterday did not charge any new persons
involved in the True-CAT deal.

The NACC earlier charged former CAT
chief executive Jirayuth Rungsrithong
and members of the former CAT board
of potential involvement in the 3G deal
awarded to True Corporation.
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