Bangkok Post

Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,500

Section: First Section/NATIONAL
Date: Thursday 4 September 2014

Volume: - No: -
Col.Inch: 15.30 Ad Value: 22,950

Page: 3(Right)
PRValue (x3): 68,850

Headline: NCPO backs go-ahead for 20 projects

Clip: Full Color

INFRASTRUCTURE

NCPO backs
go-ahead for
20 projects

WASSANA NANUAM

A National Council for Peace and Order
panel has given the go-ahead to 20 projects,
including two at Suvarnabhumi airportand
digital-TV coupons.

The committee was created on June
3 to review the feasibility of various
public projects.

It said the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission digital-
TV transition project involving the distribu-
tion of 690-baht coupons to households
could proceed.

Also approved was the second phase
of development at Suvarnabhumi airport
worth 60.74 billion baht, provided that the
Airports of Thailand (AoT) reviews its terms
of reference and signs contracts by the end
of this month.

An AoT air traffic management upgrade
at its airports was also allowed to proceed.

The AoT wants to boost capacity at air-
ports to handle rising numbers of air pas-
sengers, particularly Phuket airport where
passenger numbers exceed its capacity of
6.5 million passengers a year.

The committee also gave the green light
for the construction of 181 police stations
at a total cost of 2.46 billion baht but said
the contracts had to be distributed to the
provinces via e-auctions.

The panel is still examining 13 other
schemes. Among them is a 200-million-
baht project to buy an 24-metre catamaran
for the police.

Two other schemes approved by the
council are the Agriculture Ministry's pro-
ject to repair Hua Hin's fishing fleet piers
worth 114.93 million baht, and the pur-
chase of 3,183 NGV buses by the Bangkok
Mass Transit Authority worth 13.16 bil-
lion baht.
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NCPO backs
go-ahead for
20 projects

WASSANA NANUAM

A National Council for Peace and Order
panel has given the go-ahead to 20 projects,
including two at Suvarnabhumi airportand
digital-TV coupons.

The committee was created on June
3 to review the feasibility of various
public projects.

It said the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission digital-
TV transition project involving the distribu-
tion of 690-baht coupons to households
could proceed.

Also approved was the second phase
of development at Suvarnabhumi airport
worth 60.74 billion baht, provided that the
Airports of Thailand (AoT) reviews its terms
of reference and signs contracts by the end
of this month.

An AoT air traffic management upgrade
at its airports was also allowed to proceed.

The AoT wants to boost capacity at air-
ports to handle rising numbers of air pas-
sengers, particularly Phuket airport where
passenger numbers exceed its capacity of
6.5 million passengers a year.

The committee also gave the green light
for the construction of 181 police stations
at a total cost of 2.46 billion baht but said
the contracts had to be distributed to the
provinces via e-auctions.

The panel is still examining 13 other
schemes. Among them is a 200-million-
baht project to buy an 24-metre catamaran
for the police.

Two other schemes approved by the
council are the Agriculture Ministry's pro-
ject to repair Hua Hin's fishing fleet piers
worth 114.93 million baht, and the pur-
chase of 3,183 NGV buses by the Bangkok
Mass Transit Authority worth 13.16 bil-
lion baht.
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JUSTICE

Lawyers urge libel ‘amnesty’

NANCHANOK WONGSAMUTH

The Lawyers Council of Thailand has
called on government to drop all defama-
tion charges against media profession-
als and activists or risk stifling freedom
of expression.

Surapong Kongchantuk, chairman of
the council’s human rights subcommittee,
warned defamation laws have been used as
atool to silence those who reveal informa-
tion that others want to conceal.

Several contentious criminal defama-
tion and Computer Crimes Act cases have
been filed against activists, researchers and
journalists over the past year.

High-profile cases include the defa-
mation suit against labour rights activist
Andy Hall and charges levelled at Phuket-
wan reporters Alan Morison and Chutima
Sidasathian. Both prosecutions concern
undercover research or reporting on the
plight of migrants in Thailand.

“The more the plaintiffs try to press
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charges, the more problems they will
encounter,” said Mr Surapong. “They claim
they are doing this to protect themselves,
butsociety does not see it that way. Society
sees it as an intimidation.”

Mr Surapong urged the new govern-
ment to drop all cases related to freedom
of expression concerning the media and
academics. In cases where the plaintiff is
a company, the state should persuade the
firm to drop charges, he said.

“The government has a duty to ensure
freedom of expression is upheld. This is
what measures the extent of democracy and
peace,” he told a forum at the Foreign Cor-
respondents’ Club in Bangkok on Monday.

Supinya Klangnarong, a member of the
National Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission, called for defamation
to be decriminalised.

“However this will be difficult because
we do not currently have a democracy,’
she said, adding most defamation cases in
Thailand aim to save face.
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Digital TV coupons slated for October

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) will start
distributing digital TV subsidy coupons to
22.9 million households nationwide from
the middle of October after a delay of more
than four months.

The project was approved by the
National Council for Peace and Order
(NCPO) on Tuesday with a budget of 16
billion baht. Each coupon is valued at 690
bahtand limited to one per household.

In the first stage, 11.45 million cou-
pons will be distributed to families in 45
provinces via Thailand Post’s mailing
service by the end of this year. House-
holds in 23 provinces such as Bangkok,

NBTC secretary-
general Takorn
Tantasith shows
an example of the
TV digital subsidy
coupon, which is is
valued at 690 baht
and limited to one
per household.

Nalchon Ratchasima, Chiang Mai, Song-
khla, Rayong, Ubon Ratchathani, Surat
Thani, Sing Buri, Khon Kaen, Udon Thani
and Sukhothal are expected to receive the
coupons by Oct 25, After that, households
in another 22 provinces will gradually get
their coupons.

Inthe second phase, the remaining 11.45
million households in 32 provinces will
receive the coupons in 2015 and 2016. The
coupon distributions are meant to align
with digital TV network coverage.

Takorn Tantasith, the NBTC secretary-
general, said the regulator is set to spend
8 billion baht for the coupon scheme this
vear, with the budget coming from the first
payment worth 11.9 billion baht made by
digital TV licence holders.
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The coupons have a six-month validity
and will be sentto the house owner (based
on the list of household registrations held
by the Interior Ministry). The coupons can
be used to buy digital TV set-top boxes or
TVs with built-in antenna that receive digi-
tal signals. Each digital set-top box has a
two-year warranty. If buyers find their set-
top boxes are not functioning properly, they
can exchange them for a new one within 30
days after purchase.

The NBTC predicted 20% of the 22.9 mil-
lion househalds will not use the coupons.

To ensure distribution transparency,
the NBTC will set up a subcommittee com-
prising government agencies, independ-
ent organisations and NGOs to oversee
this project.
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MCOT tackles Channel 3 crisis

NBTC may act as
middleman in talks

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

MCOT Plc, the concession owner of
Bangkok Entertainment Co’s Channel 3,
has offered a contract revision that would
allow the analogue channel to do simulcast
broadcasting in a bid to help resolve the
controversial issue.

While MCOT is trying to resolve the
issue, the telecom regulator plans to send
a letter next Monday to inform satellite and
cable TV operators to drop Channel 3 from
their platforms within 15 days.

Bangkok Entertainment Co, a sub-
sidiary of BEC World Plc, which holds
the Channel 3 concession, has not com-
plied with the amended must-carry
rule by the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC), which ended its free-TV status
on Monday of this week.

It still airs its programmes as usual on
every platform — terrestrial, satellite and

cable — claiming the 27th announcement
by the National Council for Peace and
Order (NCPQ) on May 24 allows it to do so.

Paiboon Amornpinyokeat, a legal
adviser to Bangkok Entertainment, said
if Channel 3 brought all content to air
digitally, it would violate its concession
with MCOT, which is said to cover only
analogue terrestrial broadcasting.

Moreover, migrating content to the
digital terrestrial platform would result in
legal complications, as BEC World uses
different entities to hold digital TV licences
while the analogue TV concession is under
Banglkok Entertainment.

If Channel 3 does the simulcast, it will
have to shoulder additional costs, par-
ticularly taxes caused by content trade
between companies under the umbrella
of BEC World.

“Channel 3 wants the telecom regu-
lator to be a middleman in negotiations
between our team and MCOT to revise the
concession,” said Mr Paiboon.

MCOT executive vice-president Phol-
chai Vinijchaikul said the company was
pleased to have jointly solved the prob-
lem with Channel 3, which claimed its
broadcast problems came mainly from

the strict concession.

Before the concession can be revised,
it must receive approval from the Public-
Private Partnership Committee.

Mr Pholchai said Channel 3 should
respectfully comply with the new regula-
tions, as it had been a good concessionaire
for more than three decades.

Col Natee Sukonrat, chairman of
the NBTC’s broadcasting committee,
said the committee would not submit
a letter to the NCPO requesting it solve
the regulatory conflicts with the NCPO’s
27th announcement.

It is giving Channel 3 an opportunity
to come up with its own solution to the
problem, he said.

Justice Minister Paiboon Khumchaya,
who is also the head of the NCPQO's legal
and justice affairs, yesterday said the
NCPO’s announcements had nothing to
do with TV frequency management, and
the NBTC had its own role to playin resolv-
ing the problem.

Channel 3 should next Monday present
its own proposal to the NBTC regarding
how it wants to resolve the controversial
broadcast case, he said.

The channel issued a statement

vesterday assuring viewers they could still
view the programming via satellite, cable
and analogue terrestrial systems.

Analogue broadcasting will continue
until the concession ends in 2020.

It said it fully supported the country’s
digital transition and did not want it
delayed, as reflected by the three digital
TV licences it was granted.

The company also outlined along-term
plan for digital TV channels. Channel 13
Family will be reserved for informative
content for children and families.

Standard-definition Channel 28 is
reserved for growingbusiness in the future,
while high-definition (HD) Channel 33 will
bereserved for the present channel, which
will end its concession in six years.

Currently, itis developing an HD chan-
nel featuring live broadcasts of sport-
ing events.

Surin Krittayapongpan, an executive
vice-president of BEC-World, said Channel
3 planned to migrate digitally in the next
two or three years once the digital network
had expanded nationwide.

MCOT shares closed yesterday on the
SET at 25 baht, down 25 satang, in trade
worth 13.8 million baht.
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A man walks past a Channel 3 sign on
Rama IV Road. The channel has been
accused of not complying with the NBTC’s
must-carry rule. KOSOL NAKACHOL
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Ch 3 gets ultimatum

NBTC WANTS IN 15 DAYS ROADMAP ON SIMULCAST OF ANALOG BROADCAST ON DIGITAL PLATFORM

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE NATIONAL broadcasting regu-
latoryesterday gave Channel 3nomore
than 15 days to map out a strategy for
simulcastingitsanalog programmeson
the digital platform, or it will be barred
from broadcasting via satellite and
cable, according to an official.

The broadcasting committee of the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) called a special meeting with
TV station operators and Bangkok
Entertainment Company (BEC), the
operator of Channel 3, to seek a solu-
tion to a stalemate over the fate of the
popular analog broadcaster in the new
digital era.

Channel 3hasbeeninadispute with
the regulator as it refused to broadcast
its original content on the digital plat-
form, but continued analog broadcasts
on satellite and cable networks. By law,
it has the right to broadcast its original
content only on a platform accessible
by old-fashioned antennas.

Some 70 per cent of the nation’s 23
million households continued watch-
ing Channel 3 via cable and satellite
after the NBTC ruled that it did not fit
the definition free-to-air television.
That privilege is only available to digi-

tal TV. Channel 3 insisted it had the
right to broadcast via cable and satel-
lite under the National Council for
Peace and Order (NCPO)s
Announcement No 27. NBTC member
Supinya Klangnarong suggested that
theregulator’'sboard advise satellite and
cable operators in writing to stop air-
ing Channel 3.

Natee Sukonrat, chairman of
NBTC’s broadcasting committee, said
his panel had ensured that all viewers
would, get access to Channel 3 pro-
grammesamid thetransition to thedig-
ital terrestrial TV era. His panel would
be a mediator for MCOT and BEC to
adjust some details in their concession
contract to pave the way for BEC to
simulcastits analog TV programmevia
digital platform.

However, General Paiboon
Koomchaya, the NCPO's chief of judi-
cial affairsand the justice minister, said:
“The NBTC must solve the problem
underits authorisation and regulation.
It needs to discuss directly with the
related parties.”

Previously, the NBTC had said it
would seek advice on this matter from
the NCPO.

Pravit Maleenont, executive direc-
tor at BEC World, the parent company
of Channel 3 operator, and Sorayuth
Suthassanachinda, the channel’s
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famous presenter, were expected to
attendyesterday’s meeting but they did
notshowup. The channel was only rep-
resented by its legal team.

Afteratwo-hour meeting, BEClegal
adviser Paiboon Amornpinyokeat
declined tocommentontheideasfloat-
ed during the discussion. He said he
would bring some ideas, such assimul-
casts of analog programmes on digital
channels operated- by BEC-
Multimedia, which is a sister company
of Channel 3, to his management for a
decision. For such a simulcast to take
place, Channel 3 would need to talk
with MCOT, which granted a broad-
casting concession to BEC.

MCOT executive vice president
Pholchai Vinichaikul said his agency
wasreadytodiscussthisissue with BEC
to help the transition to digital-TV era
go smoothly as well as help keep
Channel 3 on air, although BEC had
never talked with MCOT about this
issue before.

“If BEC wants to simulcast its ana-
log TV programmes on its own digital
channels, it has to get advice, because
BEC is not a direct holder of digital TV
licenses,” Pholchai said.

The concession between BEC and
MCOT expires in March 2020. Under
this concession, BEC must pay anannu-
al fee of about Bt200 million, adjusted
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for inflation. At last year's auction of
digital TVlicencesheld by NBTC, BEC-
Multimedia obtained three 15-year
licencesto run terrestrial-based digital
channels: a high-definition variety
channel, a standard-definition variety
channel and a children and family
channel.

The Channel 3 management yes-
terday issued a statement on its morn-
ing prime-time news programme.

After analog Channel 3 was no
longer considered a free-TV service
since Monday, it asked if it was possi-
ble for cable and satellite operators to
carry its analog programmes.

Thechannel agreed with the NCPO's
Announcement No 27 because this
edict wasissued to protect publicinter-
est, particularly accessibility of free TV
service via both analog and digital ter-
restrial broadcasting.

The company said it supported the
transition to the digital era and that is
the reason BEC-Multimedia had
invested more than Bt6 billion to
acquire three digital TV licences.

AsBECisasubsidiaryof BEC World,
whichisalisted firm, any decision made
must protect the rights of the station
and stakeholders, the company said.
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First vouchers for digital
TV receivers on October 15

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE NATIONAL Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
will start giving away vouchers worth
Bt690 towards the purchase of either
digital set-top boxes or TVs with built-
in digital tuners on October 15, ini-
tially to houscholds in 23 provinces,
said Takorn Tantasith, the NBTC sec-
retary-general.

Pcople can start using the vouch-
ers on October 23, he added.

The first 23 provinces will include
Bangkok, Nakhon Ratchasima,
Chiang Mai and Songkhla.

The watchdog aims to give away
thevouchersin atotal of45 provinces,
which will cover 11.45 million house-
holds, before the end of this year, with
the remaining provinces getting them
by next year. .

The National Council for Peace and
Order recently approved a budget of
Bt16,165,265 tor the two-year project
todistribute the vouchers to 22.9 mil-
lion households nationwide. Of that
total, Bt15.801billion covers the value

News ID: C-140904003022 (4 Sep 14/05:41)

%7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

of the vouchers. The other costs
include Bt65.265 million for postal
services to deliver the vouchers, Bt34
million for stickers on the vouchers
guaranteeing their authenticity, and
Bt34 million for stickers on the set-
top boxes guaranteeing they are eligi-
ble under the voucher programme.

Three registered

Currently only three manufactur-
ers of set-top boxes have registered to
jointhevoucher project out of 58 com-
panies on the NBTC list. The com-
mission will announce the names of
official box suppliers for the first phase
on September 15 and will make more
announcements every 15 days there-
after. Each official supplier must have
registered capital of at least Bt5 mil-
lion and at least four customer-serv-
ice centres in each province and offer
two-year guarantees onthe boxes.

The NBTC expects that only 80 per
cent of the vouchers will be picked up
since some households already watch
digital TV via satellite and cable. The
vouchers will be valid for six months.
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The key issues
behind the

Channel 3-NBTC
tug of war

THE NATION

WITH CHANNEL 3, operated by
Bangkok Entertainment Co (BEC),
and the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) at loggerheads, questions
havebeenraised overthe smooth run-
ning of the TV industry in the digital
broadcasting era. Channel 3's partic-
ipation is erucial for the transition. A
lookatthe keyissuesbehind thestale-
mate:

WHAT IS THE PROBLEM BETWEEN THE
NATIONAL BROADCASTING AND
TELECOMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION'S
BROADCASTING COMMITTEE AND BEC?

Theregulator wants BECtosimul-
cast its analog content on the compa-
ny’s digital channel as part of'its plan
to usher Thailand into the terrestrial
digital TV broadcasting era. Other
analog channels from Channels 5, 7,
Modernine, ThaiPBS have already
simulecast their analog TV pro-
grammes.

WHY IS BEC DECLINING TO SIMULCAST?

BEC claims that it cannot do that,
as the companies in the BEC group
that won three terrestrial digital TV
licences are not the samejuristic enti-
ties as BEC. BEC is willing to discuss
with the NBTC to seek a solution but
it needs to make the move caretully as
it is a listed company.

Shortly after winning the digital
TV licences, BEC group said it wants
torunfourchannels,onein analogand

theothersin digital. Industrialists say
BEC mayprefertocompeteintheana-
log field as it would have fewer com-
petitors compared to the digital field.

CAN THE NBTC LEGALLY FORCE IT
TO SIMULCAST?

Simulcasting is not an obligation.
Asource from the NBTC's broadcast-
ing panel said the commiittee consid-
ered issuing a rule to enforce simul-
casting, but it realised that BEC could
take legal action against the rule.
However, it believes the best way
would be for BEC to adopt simulcast-
ing on a voluntary basis.

CAN THE NBTC SIMPLY IGNORE BEC AND GO
AHEAD WITH MARSHALLING THE COUNTRY
INTO THE DIGITAL TV ERA?

The NBTCis concerned that with-
out Channel 3’ analog programmes
- better known for its TV drama con-
tent — on board, few Thai viewers will
go to pick up the NBTC vouchers,
which will be given away to all house-
holds to buy either a digital TV set-
top box or a digital TV set.

The Channel 3 analog channel has
the second-largest viewer base. The
keyisthat usersofadigital TV set-top
box cannot view all analog channels,
including Channel 3 analog.

Without Channel 3 analog content
onadigital TVbox, those watching TV
via antenna will lack the incentive to
go for a digital set-top box, one key to
switching Thailand to digital TV.
Those currently watching all analog
and 24 digital TV channels via cable
and satellite TV networks are also
unlikelyto go for the digital TV boxes,
asthey can watch the analog and dig-
ital channels via cab/sat networks.

WHY DOES THE NBTC HAVE TO DEFINE THAT
ONLY DIGITAL TV CHANNELS, NOT ANALOG,
ARE FREE TV CHANNELS?

It is part of its promotion of digi-

tal TV channels. Its must-carry rule
obligatesall cab/sat operatorstocarry
free TV channels, which aredigital TV

channels, on their platforms. Thishas
affected the Channel 3 analog chan-
nel, which was defined as not-a-free
TV channel. However, Channel 3
fought back by taking legal action
against this definition in the Central
Administrative Court.

The case is still under court con-
sideration. Yesterday, the NBTC, BEC
and the operators of the 24 digital TV
channels convened to seek a suitable
way out. The meeting asked BEC to
propose a solution on its own.
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