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lend a hand

SAENGWIT KEWALEEWONGSATORN

Satellite and cable TV platform operators
have given their full support to Channel 3
and are working together on a proposal to
help the analogue channel solve its broad-
casting crisis.

The proposal will be presented to the
National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC) and the
National Council for Peace and Order
(NCPQ) on Monday.

“We'll continue carrying Channel 3 on
our platforms,” said an executive with a
satellite TV provider.

The conclusion was made after Channel
3 executives met with satellite and cable TV
platform operators on Wednesday night to
find a solution to its broadcasting dispute.

The NBTC'’s broadcasting committee on
Monday of this week resolved to end the
free status for Channel 3 and required all
satellite and cable platform operators to
drop the channel.

But Channel 3 claims the NCPO'’s 27th
announcement allows it to air its pro-
grammes on every platform — terrestrial,
satellite and cable.

All platform operators have complied
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with the NCPO announcement.

The proposal will seek a compromise for
both Channel 3 and the telecom regulator.

Channel 3 reaches 74% of total viewers,
behind Channel 7 at 77%, thanks to signal
transmission via satellite and cable systems.

Some 70% of Thailand’s 22.9 million
households are able to watch the channel.

“The disappearance of Channel 3
from satellite and cable platforms means
the public will lose and that 16 million
households won't be able to tune in,” the
source said.

In fact, the NBTC should not help only
digital operators alone to survive, as exist-
ing analogue channels and satellite and
cable operators need support as well.

If Channel 3 is forced to simulcast its
programming, it will cost 8 billion baht to
transfer content from BEC World Plc, the
channel’s operator, to BEC Multimedia, the
operator of what would become a digital
high-definition Channel 3.

The channel has promised media agen-
cies that it will refund 70% of their advertis-
ing airtime rates if it cannot air via satellite
and cable.

IPG Mediabrands managing director
Manee Eabe said now was not the right
time for the NBTC to press Channel 2 to
migrate to digital.

If Channel 3 is dropped from the line-
ups on other platforms, it would be a huge
blowtothe broadcasting industry and per-
haps the economy, she said.

Nielsen Co (Thailand) said Channel 3
was ranked second in terms of viewership
but No.1 in advertising revenue at 32.2% of
total spending on TV.
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NBTC told to rejig content

SUCHIT LEESA-NGUANSUK

The national telecoms regulator is being
urged to cooperate with Facebook and
Google to build their own content delivery
networks in Thailand. This could cut unnec-
essarily high international internet band-
width expenses for local internet service
providers, says the Thai ISP Association.

Local ISPs paid around 4 billion baht for
international internet bandwidth to global
internet gateway operators last year.

The call to the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
comes after local ISPs decried Facebook
and Google pulling some of their content
in July from servers operated by third-party
content delivery site Akamai in Thailand.

The withdrawal of content will lengthen
delays in global internet traffic routes from
Thailand, resulting in higher burdens for
ISPs, said Vasu Khunvasi, a member of the
association. A content delivery network
allows companies to ensure their data
reliably reaches customers on any internet
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service provider, in any locale.

Mr Vasu, who is also general manager
of True Internet, said True discussed the
matter with executives of Google and Face-
book but no commitments were made. He
said the content pullout might have hap-
pened because they wanted to exert greater
control over the vast content they distrib-
ute, or to better control the user experi-
ence, which could be particularly true for
cloud-based services.

True’s proportion of international band-
width usage rose to 60% after the pullout,
up from 50% in June. He said True pays
around 1.2 billion baht in international
bandwidth costs per year, almost 50% of
total costs.

Morakot Kulthamyothin, vice-chairman
of the association, said last week it submit-
ted a letter to the regulator to review the
universal service obligation rules, under
which tax operators that own their own net-
work pay the same rate as those that do
not. Mrs Morakot said the regulator should
promote the local internet industry.
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Key cable,
satellite firms
to meet NBTC
next week

SEEKING DIRECTION ON CHANNEL 3 WRANGLE

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

LEADING CABLE and satellite TV
operators will meet with the broad-
casting regulator next week to try to
hammer outa conclusion on whether
they can broadeast Channel 3’s ana-
log programmes after the station’s
management declined to get around
thedigital-onlydefinition of “free TV”
by simulcasting on the digital plat-
form.

Wichit Aurareevorakul, president
of Charoen Cable TV, said yesterday
that his company and others includ-
ing IPM, PSI Holdings, Infosat,
Leotech, Ideasat and
Thaisat had discussed the
issue with Pravit
Maleenont, executive
director of BEC World, the
parent company of the
Channel 3 operator.

Under the “must carry”
rule implemented by the

National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC),
Channel 3 has been tech-
nically barred from cable
and satellite TV since
Tuesday.

Wichit confirmed that Channel 3%
management had no plan to simul-
cast its analog programmes over dig-
ital channels operated by BEC-
Multimedia, a separate sister compa-
ny. But Channel 3 aims to be accessi-
ble by most Thais.

Afterthisdecision, cable/sat oper-
ators are seeking firm guidelines from
the NBTC on whether they can carry
Channel 3 or not.

“Channel 3 is among the top TV
stations in the Thai audience’s mind.
If we do not broadcast Channel 3,
cable/sat operators might run into
trouble, aswell as the audience. So we
need an official notice from the
watchdog on whether we can or can-
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not carry Channel 3 for our cus-
tomers,” Wichit said.

He acknowledged that the clash
between Bangkok Entertainment
Company, the operator of Channel 3,
and the NBTC might have a big
impact on cable/sat operators’ busi-
ness, and on theirviewers nationwide.

“I hope the discussion between the
two parties can come up with a happy
solution foreveryone affected,”he said.

Even though the NBTC has not
made a binding decision on this dis-
pute, one of its members, Supinya
Klangnarong, suggested on
Wednesday that the regulator’s board
advisesatelliteand cable operatorsin
writing to stop airing
Channel 3.

Natee Sukonrat, chair-
man ofthe NBTC’s broad-
casting committee, said
his panel had taken steps
to ensure that all viewers
would get access to
Channel 3 programmes
amid the transition to the
digital terrestrial TV era.
The committee would bea
mediator for MCOT and
BECtoadjustsome details
in their concession con-
tract to pave the way for
BEC to simulcast its analog pro-
grammes via the digital platform.

Some analysts from KKTrade
Securities, Bualuang Securities and
Thanachart Securities believe thatin
the end Channel 3 will decide to
simulcast its analog programmes
through one of three digital channels
acquired by its sister company BEC-
Multimedia.

An analyst at KKTrade Securities
said thatifthe companydecidedtodo
so, it might face extra costs of about
Bt150 million on annual licence fees
for its digital operations, and this
extra cost would increase to between
Bt400 million and Bt600 million
next year.
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Broadcasters’
council urges
junta to revise

role of NBTC

BODY DENIED A ROLE IN MEDIA CO-REGULATION

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

The Professionals of Broadcasting
Council (PBC) has appealed to the
National Council for Peaceand Order
(NCPO) for a revision of the broad-
casting regulator’s roles after the
council was denied participation in
media co-regulation.

“Amid the transition to the digital
terrestrial TV era, theindustry needs
to promote co-regulation in the
industry, with a role for the PBC if
there are controversial issues among
key players and stakeholders. One
example was the case of a bare-
breasted painter in Season 2 of the
‘Thailand’s Got Talent’ competition
on Channel 3, and another case on
‘Killer Karaoke’ on Modernine TV,
PBC president Aruneeprapa
Homsethi said yesterday.

In both cases, which had impacts
on both TV operators and viewers,
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) made the decision to pun-
ish the TV operators in question
without any involvement by or con-
suléation withthe PBC, Aruneeprapa
said.
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She made the remarks after writ-
ing to Maj-General Pollapat
Wannapaktr, Army secretary and
representative of the NCPO, calling
for a revision of the NBTC’s role in
terms of promoting media co-regu-
lation.

The PBC, which represents more
than 30 leading content providers
and TV stations including analog
broadcasters, aims to govern and
enforce media ethics among its
members.

Aruneeprapa added that if her
council could not solve any conflict
between its members and civil-soci-
ety groups, it would bring that case
to the NBTC for further administra-
tive action.

However, Pollapat said the con-
flict between the PBC and the NBTC
should be a matter for the upcoming
National Reform Council.

“The 250 members of the NRC
will be split into 11 groups to discuss
various topics. Media reform will be
one of those 11 groups,” he said.

The reform of the NBTC roles
and obligations as raised by the PBC
should be a key agenda item under
the media-reform discussions, he
said.
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