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THE WEEK AHEAD

MONDAY

We are still trying to set up a free-trade
agreement with Peru, and it has turned
out to be alittle sticky. The ninth round
of negotiations gets under way today in
Bangkok. The real winner in the deal is
likely to be Peru, which sells next to
nothing to Thailand at the moment.
The men accused of killing Australian
travel agent Michelle Smith will go on
trial in Phuket today — probably. The
possible problem is that Surasak
Wannachot, who allegedly did the actual
stabbing, and motorcycle driver Surin
Tapthong last week recanted the
confessions they supposedly made after
their arrests.

TUESDAY

Activists representing Chiang Rai villagers
will launch a lawsuit today at the
Administrative Courtto try to shut down

construction of the Xayaburidam in
Laos. The coalition oflocals and those
from seven other provinces reason that
the government has the power to order
banks to denyloans and authorisation
to Ch Karnchang, the main contractor.
Three bloggers go on trial in Ho Chi
Minh City today for spreading
propaganda lies about the refined and
beneficent government of Vietnam.
Obviously guilty, the subversives were
admitted members of the Free
Vietnamese Journalists’ Club. The case
gained prominence when the 64-year-
old mother of one ofthe accused. . . er,
guilty bloggers burned herselfto death
in the first case of political immolation
in Vietnam since the 1970s.

WEDNESDAY

Three Democrat Party MPs will show
their spirit today— or not. The three
were accused of defamation by PM

Yingluck Shinawatra for their comments
about her infamous trip to a Bangkok
hotel suite on Feb 8. When police tried
to question them last month, all three
— Sirichok Sopha, Thepthai Senapong
and party spokesman Chavanond
Intarakomalyasut — claimed to be very
busy, but promised to drop by police
headquarters today for interviews. They
will only show up if they are honourable;
as MPs, all have immunity while
parliament is in session.

Pen-ek Karaket (men’s 58kg) and
Chanatip Sonkham (women's 49kg)
begin their quest for Olympic honours
in taekwondo. The third member of the
team, Rangsiyva Nisaisom (women’s
57kg), has her first match tomorrow night.
The board of directors of CAT meets
today to approve a new contract with
True Move that will be —says CAT chief
executive Kittisak Sriprasert — “filled
withimportantitems’ about3G. This
all comes, remember, while the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission blithely organises a 3G
bandwidth auction.

THURSDAY

The Bank of Thailand will issue its
commemorative banknotes marking two
important royal birthdays. Anew 100
baht note has His Royal Highness the
Crown Prince on the reverse, in
celebration of his 60th birthday. A unique
80 baht, blue note will mark the 80th
birthday of Her Majesty the Queen.
Accused terrorist Jatuporn Prompan has
an unbreakable date at the Criminal
Court this morning to learn if he can
continue his semi-freedom on bail. There
are those who think Mr Jatuporn has
whipped up the red shirts justa bit too
often to be allowed out on the streets
any more while awaiting trial. Twenty-
four of his closest red shirt friends are
also up for bail revocation.

FRIDAY

Agoodfield ofinternational golfers is
playing the weekend's top tournament
at Suwan Golfand Country Clubin
Nakhon Pathom. The US$1 million (31.5
million baht) Thailand Open includes
Paul McGinley, Chris Wood and many
others from the European Tour. The
favourites, however, are local golfers,
particularly Thaworn Wiratchant, having
acareer year. And Prom Meesawat’s
dad was the very first Thai to win the
tournament, 21 years ago, so look out
for a family repeat.

Isthat whatI thinkitis? Yes, it'sa bus,
going from Suvarnabhumi to Don
Mueang, and starting today just for airline
passengers. The always entertaining
Bangkok Mass Transit Authority warns
itwill take “atleast’’ two hours to get
from one airport to another, counting
waiting time of, oh, maybe 15 minutes.
Maybe 30. Orso. Oh, and you can’t take

any large bags with you, as the bus can’t
handle them.

SATURDAY

Theycan’t play at Wembley because of
the Olympics, but come on — give us
real football, Premier League style.
Manchester City and Chelsea will contest
the Community Shield (aka Charity
Shield) at Villa Park tomorrow night at
7.30. And with the Olympics also ending
tomorrow, Thai athletes open their
Manchester wheelchair training camp
to prepare for the Paralympics in London.
The Games begin on Aug29.

Tonight. . . well, this morning actually,
is Thailand Night at the Empire State
Building in New York. All night (New
York time, halfa day behind us) the
Thai flag will illuminate the east side of
New York's tallest building. It has featured
many flags of the countries taking part
in the London Olympics.
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