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Regulator may

arbitrate in digital

TV leasing row

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP

THE NATION

THE BROADCASTING regulator
might arbitrate the dispute between
MCOT and its three digital television
clients overtransmission quality after
the stations refused to pay leasing

fees.

The possibility arose when the
state media enterprise yesterday
asked the Broadcasting Committee if
it could cancel the contracts to the
clientswith networkleasing feesover-

due since July 2014.

The clients are Voice TV, Thairath

TV and Springnews TV.

The state mediaenterprise argued
that it might be unfair if the network
lessors remained delinquent even
though it had taken full responsibil-
ity by offering them remedial meas-
ures under a resolution passed by the
Broadcasting Committee in February.

However, Pakdee Manaves, deputy
secretary-general of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Communication, said the
Broadcasting Committee had not yet
taken this matter up because it had
no intention of intervening in any
agreements struck between private

broadcasting licensees.

“Onbehalfofthebroadcasting reg-
ulator, we would like to ensure free-
dom and fairnessinrunning abroad-

casting business.

“Therefore, MCOT should provide
further clarifications and explana-
tions regarding this request within

30 days,” he said.

The NBTCalso acknowledged that
the differences between the parties
had remained since last year when
the stationscomplained that MCOT?
rollout ofthe digital TV broadeasting
network was behind schedule.

Once receiving clarification from
MCOT, Pakdees officewould inviteall
partiestothe negotiating table tofind

the best resolution.

An MCOT source said that so far
the company hasbeen paid onlythree
months oflease payments from Voice
TV station and just once from

Thairath TV.

Springnews TV has paid nothing

so far.
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Prepaid SIM:
Register or
lose licence

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Mobile operators have been warned that their
operating licences will be immediately revoked
if they fail to register personal information of
prepaid SIM cards used in their mobile phones
from now on.

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) says opera-
tors can also be fined if a mobile phone with
an unregistered SIM card is used for an illicit
activity or a crime.

The warning came after the recent bomb-
ings in provinces in the South.

The strict penalties came after a meeting
yesterday between NBTC commissioners and
more than 20 mobile service providers, includ-
ing mobile virtual network operators (MVNOs).
The meeting was held at the Thai Army Club.

Takorn Tantasith, the NBTC's secretary-gen-
eral, said the regulator still gets “notregistered”
on its online registration network despite the
enactment of prepaid SIM card regulations last
vear to prevent someone from using a mobile
device to commit crime.

1069 (6 Sep 16/05:47)

“There are no more warning messages from
now on,” he said. “Operators who allow prepaid
customers to use mobile services without prior
registration will have their mobile operating
licences revoked immediately.

The regulator is worried about the standard
of SIM card registration of MVNOs, as they are
small mobile service providers that may lack
staff to meet this requirement.

An industry source, who declined to be
named, said Deputy Prime Minister Prawit
Wongsuwan urged the NBTC last weel to
force mobile operators to comply with the
registration rules in order to address the prob-
lem of mobile phones being used for crimi-
nal activities.

Thesource said the government found that
there were 36 mobile numbers involving the
recent bombs in the South, three of which had
not been registered.

“The 33 prepaid SIM cards were sold viathe
Lazada website, and using foot photos for reg-
istration,” the source said. “This case sparked
anger from the government's security author-
ity and disappointment with the NBTC's SIM
registration regulations.”’

The NBTC plans to launch a software appli-
cation this year allowing mobile phone users
with mobile banking to securely identify them-
selves with their fingerprints.

The regulator spent 7 million baht develop-
ing the new application, which would comple-
ment existing registration systems.

The NBTC said that while it would not force
mobile users to register with the new system,
registration would be to their benefit.
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Banks agree to offer
attractive loan
packages to hotels

SUCHEERAPINIJPARAKARN
THE NATION

COMMERCIAL banks have agreed to come up
with attractive lending packages to encourage
hotel operators to take out loans to improve their
properties.

Predee Daochai, chairman of Thai Bankers’
Association, said the TBA made this programme
known at yesterday’s meeting of the Joint
Standing Committee on Commerce, Industry and
Banking (JSCCIB).

Predee said each commercial bank would
launch its own package targeting hotels, but the
TBA wants to make it clear to the hotel industry
that the banking sector is interested in support-
ingit.

“Interest rates will depend on each bank. But
the principle of this [ programme] is that credit
lineswill be 80 per cent of the capital requirement
of the client, higher than normal for this sector,
and the repayment term will be five years, high-
er than the general term of three years,” he said.

Guest houses and apartments are not includ-
ed in the programme, said Predee, who is also
president of Kasikornbank.

The TBA and the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission last week dis-
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cussed mobile-banking security, and the two
agencies will hold a press conference on the mat-
ter soon with the objective of increasing the con-
fidence of consumers in the use of mobile bank-
ing.

“Financial transactions have been made on
mobile [devices], so we must provide the right
information about how to use mobile banking
safely,” he said.

The meeting with the NBTC was held after a
security breach involving a KBank client two
weeks ago.

Atitsmeeting yesterday, the JSCCIB acknowl-
edged that the 3.5-per-cent economic growth
posted in the second quarter was higher than
forecast, but the economic situation in July
showed that the recovery was slowing again, and
government expenditure was also lower than in
the previous months. Therefore, the JSCCIB has
maintaineditsforecast that gross domesticprod-
uct this year will grow by 3-3.5 per cent and
exports in the range of minus-2 per cent to O per
cent.

Predee said the economic performance in the
second quarterwas encouraging, and the JSCCIB
would consideritsfull-year GDP growth forecast
again at its meeting next month.

The standing committee yesterday expressed
concern overthebaht’sappreciation. Even though
the baht’s movement is in line with its regional
peers, its strength might have an impact on
exporters.

Jane Namchaisiri, president of the Federation
of Thai Industries, said that if the baht moved with
highvolatility, it could posea risk to exporters dur-
ing the rest of this year even though itis the high
season for the export sector.
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