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Prayut ‘ushers in new coup’ with S44

Thai
Pulse

h

Compiled by ATIYA ACHAKULWISUT

PM Prayut
Chan-o-cha will
use his special
power under
Section 44 to
solve economic
problems, some
observers say.

Section 44 as a recoup is Matichon
Weekly’s cover story.

News ID: C-150406001028 (6 Apr 15/07:1 0) Page: 1/4
@QNEWGC“ = InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
P Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com

www.ignewsclip.com



Bangkok Post

Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,500

Section: First Section/OPINION
Date: Monday 6 April 2015

Volume: - No: -
Col.Inch: 142.74 Ad Value: 214,110

Page: 10(Center)
PRValue (x3): 642,330

Column: Thai Pulse: Prayut ‘ushers in new coup’ with S44

Clip: Full Color

&7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

H Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha’s
Prl me decision to invoke Section 44
of the interim charter is equivalent to staging a
recoup, Matichon Weekly said.

The question is why now.

Many people seem to think it’s too early for
the general to resort to giving himself special
powers when the situation does not seem to
warrant it.

At first, an announcement by the National
Council for Peace and Order (NCPO) lifting
martial law and replacing it with Section 44
seemed to be a concession from the govern-
ment and military junta, said the article entitled
“Section 44: Repeat coup to consolidate power”.

After all, the government was under pressure
to repeal martial law, which appears too draco-
nian, especially to overseas critics.

Instead of resorting to measures that are
considered less harsh such as an emergency
law or the Internal Security Act, the government
decided to invoke Section 44 the interim charter
which gives all power to Gen Prayut as head of
the NCPO.

“It’s like a return to the situation immediately
after the May 22 coup. In other words, the invo-
cation of Section 44 is a coup by Gen Prayut as
head of the NCPO against Gen Prayut as head of
the government,’ the article said.

In this light, the invocation of Section 44 has
returned sovereign power to Gen Prayut, the
story said.

While rights activists cautioned that allow-
ing one person to use such sweeping power
arbitrarily would lead to sanctions from other
countries, Gen Prayut insisted he would resort
to Section 44 only to handle security matters
and administrative problems.

Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu Krea-ngam
also said Section 44 won’t be worse than mar-
tial law.

Even though Gen Prayut has stuck to martial
law since he staged the coup, it became clear
that the draconian measure has become a
burden to the government.

News ID: C-150406001028 (6 Apr 15/07:10)

With martial law in place, international rela-
tionships were stalled, which in turn affected
business deals and the economy.

“The economic slowdown is hurting people’s
livelihood. It has resulted in people feeling tired
and annoyed. They don’t feel like taking part in
the reform efforts,” the article said.

At the same time, opposition to the draft
charter has started to mount. Signs of upheaval
are emerging to the point there is a concern
things could get out of control, the article said.

It’s this fear that compelled the government
to revoke martial law and invoke Section 44 in
its place.

“The government has called forth such
a powerful measure after only nine months
in power. What is the rush for such a heavy
weapon, which should be among the last to be
used?” the article asked.

Is it possible the government has assessed
the situation and sees it does not have that
many options left?

“If the situation gets out of control, Section
44 could be a base to establish full-scale sover-
eign power. This could be a preparation for a

real recoup,” the story said.

If the situation proceeds to that point, it will
be difficult to gauge how things will turn out,
the story said.

...0r just wants
more speed?

D es ite what some fear-mongerers

p are saying, the government's
decision to invoke Section 44 is not about con-
solidating power but driving the government’s
policy agenda, Siam Rath Weekly said.

The cover story entitled “Section 44: The

last card?” said the decision by Prime Minister
Prayut Chan-o-cha to replace martial law with
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An activist
protests
against

the use of
power under
Section 44 of
the interim
charter

at a BTS
station last
month. FILE
PHOTO

Section 44 of the provisional charter has trig-
gered a major political tremor.

The law gives power over the executive,
legislative and judicial branches to Gen Prayut
as head of the National Council for Peace and
Order (NCPO).

Some people see S44 as a sign the junta is
hardening its position.

“They are are watching to see if Gen Prayut
is playing a high-handed role to the point of
becoming a dictator,” the article said.

The special powers granted under Section 44
are so wide-ranging it essentially can be used to
prosecute anyone at will.

The government says Section 44 has been
invoked to replace martial law which is seen as
a repressive measure that is unacceptable to the
international community.

Still, some wonder if Gen Prayut hasn’t
decided to throw down his last card too early
in the game, as his “roadmap to peace” is not
yet finished.

“In truth, it’s possible the invocation of
Section 44 is a calculated move, one that has
been in the planning process for a while,” the
article said.

It appears Gen Prayut is shifting gears and
embracing a faster game.

The PM said he would use the special power
of Section 44 to solve long-standing aviation
problems. He also wants to rely on the fast-track
authority it bestows to tackle the overpriced
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Siam Rath Weekly asks if Section
44 is the government’s last card.

lottery issue.

“The great power that Gen Prayut has taken
on will become a test of his ability,” the arti-
cle said.

“The PM must not forget that the real pur-
pose behind Section 44 is to make creative use
of the power to solve economic problems,” the
story said.

“The government needs mechanisms that
will reduce red tape so it can address solve
problems quickly.”

Section 44 is not only handy for that purpose,
but it will also carry the psychological effect of
discouraging critics from causing trouble when
the time comes to approve the new charter.

“Calls for a referendum on the charter could
be a starting point to step up the heat politi-
cally,” the story said.

“What Gen Prayut has thrown into the politi-
cal ring is probably not his last card but a tool
to speed up the work of officials and ministers,
to make sure they produce more desirable
outcomes than they have in recent months,” the
article said.

The mission requires that Gen Prayut use
his special power under Section 44 only in a
creative manner, not to prosecute anyone, the
story said.

Page: 3/4

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com




Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,500

Section: First Section/OPINION

Bangkok POSt Date: Monday 6 April 2015

Volume: - No: - Page: 10(Center)
Col.Inch: 142.74 Ad Value: 214,110 PRValue (x3): 642,330

Column: Thai Pulse: Prayut ‘ushers in new coup’ with S44

Clip: Full Color

Ajarn Petch
quits abruptly

Ph Khru Winaithorn Thanakaro, or
ra Ajarn Petch, may not be known to
the public.

Among red shirt leaders, politicians and
stock investors, however, the former monk is
considered an influential figure who commands
respect, according to the cover story in The
Nation Weekly.

Ajarn Petch resigned from the monkhood
on March 30, the same day Peace TV, associ-
ated with the red shirts, was ordered off the air

for seven days by the National Broadcasting ; ; ’ ),

and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) k\ 3

because of the station’s divisive content. The resignation from the monkhood of Winaithorn
He served as the abbot of Wat Prayonglditti- Thanakaro, or Ajarn Petch, could affect Peace TV,

wanaram before that. which he allegedly supported. THE NATION WEEKLY

Among the red shirt leaders, Ajarn Petch
seems to be closest to Jatuporn Prompan.

The former monk first appeared in the news
together with Mr Jatuporn in 2013 during a cer-
emony to lay the foundations for a giant image
of Luang Por Thuad, to be built near Khao Yai
national park. Ajarn Petch served as chairman
of the ceremony.

A few months later, the former monk organ-
ised a birthday party for Mr Jatuporn at the
same site.

A source close to Mr Jatuporn said Ajarn
Petch has given support to the company run by
Mr Jatuporn which operates Peace TV.

Apart from Mr Jatuporn, Ajarn Petch is also
popular among military figures. Several stock
investors are said to follow him, the article said.

His quitting the monkhood has raised the
question of whether Peace TV will be affected,
according to the story.

Some people also wonder what will happen
; to stocks that investors believe were “blessed”
The Nation \!‘Jeeklv re.pmts ?" former mo_nk Phra by the monks.

Petch and his close links with the red shirts. “Ajarn Petch might have trouble regaining his

“Ajarn Petch had many followers, especially inﬂuence.again, especiall)f now t.hat Section 44
people in the cabinet of Thaksin and Yingluck has been invoked,” the article said.

Shinawatra,” said the article entitled “The secret -

story of Ajarn Petch, the once influential monk’. Contact thaipulse@bangkokpost.co.th
According to the story, his followers believe

Ajarn Petch had flown to Hong Kong and is

likely to stay overseas for some time.
The reason could be his close association

with red shirt leaders and people involved with

the previous regimes, the story said.
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the Asean region last year, accord-
ing to the Fiscal Policy Research
Institute.

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Comm-
ission had engaged the institute to
conduct atelecommunications con-
sumption survey to help it regulate
tariffs and formulate policies in the
future.

According to the results, cellular
costsin Thailand are 1.12 per cent of
gross national income, while fixed
broadband costs are 4.67 per cent,
which ranks fifth in Asean, and
fixed-lined costs are 1.28 per cent,
ranking sixth.

Singapore was the most expensive
, while Brunei came in at second

www.ignewsclip.com

place and Malaysia third in all three
categories.

The survey is based on the ICT
tariff rates from “Measuring
the Information Society Report
2014” of the International
Telecommunication Union.

The institute said the index was
calculated from purchasing power,
the inflation rate and GNTI of the
Asean countries.

The Asean price index for 2014 is
lower than for 2013 in all three serv-
ices, which reflects the success of
telecom regulators in each of the
countries.

In 2013, the priceindex of mobile

News ID: C-150406003064 (6 Apr 15/07:42)
¥ IQNewsClip’
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COSt Of Th ai Telecom price index among Asean countries in 2014
i Countries Inflation (%) Fixed line Mobile Fixed broad
b l h sub-basketas  sub-basket  sub-basket
mo I e p Ones % of GNI p.c. asofGNIp.c  asofGNIp.c
Brunei 148 044 0.68 1.82
fourth che ape St Cambodia -0.09 441 7.28 1376
p Indonesia -0.79 118 202 6.04
. . Laos 0.66 348 518 12.07
In Asean reglon Malaysia -0.08 097 076 293
Myanmar na na na na
Philippines 0.14 570 350 8.14
USANEE MONGKOLPORN Singapore 0.19 019 0.18 041
THE NATION Vietnam 039 113 2.24 1.82
Thailand 0.03 1.28 112 4.67
THAILAND’S mobile-phone  Aseansub-basket -2.09 %55 5.66
services were the fourth cheapestin ~ Asean ICT Price basket: 3.43

phones in Thailand was 1.2 per cent
of gross national income, fixed
broadband 5.02 per cent and fixed
line 1.38 per cent.

The institute also conducted a
consumer behaviour survey on 4,719
people nationwide for telecom serv-
ices in Thailand in 2014.

People aged 15-19 were the most
active Internet users.

The most favourite Internet serv-
ices were social media, search and
chatting.

However, more than 60 per cent
of the respondents had no experi-
ence with online payment and trans-
action services.
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TrueVisions eyes BPL

WE'LL TRY TO GET RIGHTS TO PREMIER LEAGUE, CEO SUPHACHAI SAYS

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

MAJOR pay-TV operators are keen
on participating in the next round of
bidding forthe broadcasting rights of
the highly popular Barclays Premier
League (BPL) football seasons.

“I'll try to bring the broadcasting
rights back to TrueVisions,” said
Suphachai Chearavanont, chiefexec-
utive officer of True Corp, last week.

The competition in this new
round, expected to take place in May
or June, would not be fierce, unlike
the previous round in 2012, he said.

TrueVisions lost more than
70,000 subscribers soon after losing
the BPL rights, but its situation
improved afterintroducing aseries of
other programmes, including Thai
Premier League matches.

TrueVisions had been the sole
broadcaster of the Barclays Premier
League in Thailand until newcomer
CTH surprisingly emerged as winner
for the 2013-16 seasons.

(A

SUPHACHAI WICHAI

The next round is one year in
advance of the end of the current
broadcasting rights.

CTH reportedly quoted more than
Bt12 billion to clinch the current sea-
sons and spent Bt20 billion on net-
work installation to run all the foot-
ball matches.

CTH chairman Wichai Thongtang
said the company is keen on partici-
patingagain inthe nextround, pend-
ingits completion of bidding models.

Foreign companies are reported-
ly interested in grabbing the rights

News ID: C-150406003061 (6 Apr 15/07:43)
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for Thailand in this new round, he
said.

CTH has about 2 million sub-
seribers. Itsuffered aloss ofabout Bt4
billion in 2013.

True’s Suphachai also said the
National  Broadcasting  and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) should make more band-
width available for the telecom spec-
trum auction scheduled this year.

At least 20MHz bandwidth is
needed to implement smoothly the
4G wireless broadband service, he
said.

The NBTC will put four licences
ontheblock-two12.5MHzbandson
the 1,800MHz spectrum and two
10MHzbands on the 900MHz spec-
trum.

The 1,800MHz auction will be
held in November and the two
900MHz licences in December.

Suphachai said Trues foreign
strategic partner China Mobile has
given full support for True to join the
bidding.
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