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BRIEFS

NBTC test drive

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications
Commission will go with the
CEOs of Advanced Info Service
(AIS), Total Access
Communication (DTAC) and
True Corp on a test drive next
Thursday to monitor the network
signal quality of the wireless
operators.

NBTC secretary-general
Takorn Tantasit said yesterday
that the three CEOs = Wichian
Mektrakarn of AlS, Jon Eddy
Abdullah of DTAC and
Suphachai Chearavanont of True
- had accepted the NBTC's invi-
tation to join its test drive. The
NBTC is still keeping secret the
routes they willtake on that day.

The move is in response to
growing consumer complaints
about the cellular networks'

poor signal quality.
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Headline: NBTC intervenes in broadcast row TrueVisions told not to go dark during Uefa

NBTC

TrueVisions told not
to go dark during Uefa

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
has warned TrueVisions not to allow
its free-to-air channels to go dark during
the European football championship.

Thailand’s largest pay-TV operator
is responsible for providing uninter-
rupted service to its customers, said
Natee Sukonrat, head of the NBTC's
broadcasting committee.

The 2012 Uefa European Football
Championship or Euro 2012 begins
tomorrow and runs through July 1.

GMM Grammy, the broadcast rights
holder, has said TrueVisions must not
air the matches, and TrueVisions may
be forced to stop broadcasting on some
of its channels when the games are
being played.

The NBTC also asked the three free
TV channel operators — Channels 3,
5 and 9 — not to discriminate against
cable-TV companies in their live broad-
casts of the football, saying all operators
should have the same rights if they
operate under the same conditions.

The NBTC has ordered TrueVisions

TV footie warning

TrueVisions is warned not to allow
its free-to-air channels go dark during
the Eurofootball championship.
Business, B1

intervenes
in broadcast row

and the three channels to submit pro-
posals by tomorrow to end the dispute.

Col Natee said the NBTC asked
TrueVisions and the operators of
Channels 3, 5and 9 to engage in dispute
resolution before the 24-day tourna-
ment kicks off tomorrow.

All parties will have discussions with
the NBTC today to clarify the conditions
of their contracts, he said.

Three issues will be covered in the
talks — contract conditions between
TrueVisions and its subscribers; con-
tracts between free TV operators and
local cable-TV operators; and the Euro
2012 contract between free TV channels
and GMM Grammy.

Col Natee said the NBTC cannot
impose any order on GMM Grammy,
as the company is not a licence holder.

TrueVisions welcomed the NBTC's
efforts, saying free- and cable-TV oper-
ators should be treated equally.

Provincial cable-TV operators, which
have broadcasting rights from Grammy,
can air the matches.

Viewers wishing to receive the signal
from Grammy directly must buy the
company’s set-top boxand connect it
to a satellite dish.

Grammy is letting households with
conventional antennas watch all the
Euro 2012 matches. Its media partners
are free-to-air Channels 3, 5 and 9.

News ID: C-120607001082 (7 Jun 12/06:01)
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However, households that belong
to TrueVisions pay-TV network will
not be able to watch the matches even
though the matches will be aired on
the three free TV channels.

The relevant channels on TrueVi-
sions will go dark during the games.

Col Natee said TrueVisions custom-
ers should have the right to watch the
Euro 2012 championship if upcountry
cable-TV customers are allowed to view
it.

But he said TrueVisions may have
to enter into the same agreement as
upcountry cable operators signed with
free-TV operators.

Thana Thienachariya, the chief
executive of GMM Z, the satellite TV
arm of GMM Grammy, said Uefa is
the broadcast rights owner, and
Grammy is only the broadcast rights
holder.

“We have to strictly comply with all
conditions and rules under the agree-
ment. Otherwise we might breach the
rights,”” he said.

Mr Thana also said the NBTC should
carefully handle this issue as the legal
backlash would be substantial.

“We still see True as a friendly com-
petitor. We hope to have future business
alliances with it or a possible joint bid
for a broadcast licence for the English
Premier League,” said Mr Thana.
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NBTC STEPS IN AMID TRUEVISIONS FEARS THAT ITS
SUBSCRIBERS MAY NOT BE ABLE TO WATCH EURO 2012

'USANEEMUNEKOLPURN
THENATION

It is still uncertain whether sub-
seribers of TrueVisions will have a
chance to view the Euro 2012 soccer
tournament on free-TV channels via
their True set-top boxeés, though the
National ~ Broadcasting  and
Telccommunlcatlons Commission
will step in to look into the matter.

‘The NBTC will convene a meet-
ing today with TrueVisions and free-
TV operators — Channels 3, 5, and 9
— to seek ways to prevent problems
for consumers.

This follows a complaint by
TrueVisionsto the watchdog on May
31 that its customers were confused

~and worried that they might not be
_able to watch the prestigious tour-

nament - which will be aired from
June 8 to July 2 - on Channels 3, 6,
9 via their set-top boxes.

The - NBTC’s
broadcasting com-
mittee  chairman,
Natee Sukonrat, said
yesterdaythataccord-
ing to the commis-
sion’s prineiples, free-
TV operators had to
treat pay-TV opera-
tors on a non-discriminatory basis.

However, the NBTC has to exam-
ine TrueVisions' contracts with its
customers to see whether
TrueVisions has allowed its viewers
to watch free-TV channels. If it has
done so, then it will have to honour
the commitments.

Currently TrueVisions sub-
seribers can view all free-TV pro-
grammesvia their set-top boxes, But
it has been made known that only
those with either GMM Z set-top
boxes of GMM Grammy or a con-

‘ventional TV antenna can view the

News ID: C-120607003098 (7 Jun 12/06:17)
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Euro 2012 tourna-
ment. If they don't
havethese boxes, their
free-TV screens will
be blank during the

matches.
Natee said the
commission would
notsummon GMM Z,
the GMM Grammy satellite-content
and set-top-box distributor, to the
meeting as it does not operate under
the NBTCregime. The watchdog will
oversee only the incumbent opera~

torssuch as TrueVisionsand free-TV"

channel operators.

GMM Grammy won the right to
broadcast the Euro 2012 tourna-~
ment. It has leased airtime of
Channel 3, 5, and 9 to broadeast the
matches on a revenue-sharing basis.

TrueVisions’ chief programming
officer Attaphon na Bangxang said
the company’s 2 million subscribers
would understand well the situation
that they might not be able to view
the tournament, which will last only
two weeks. But TrueVisions’ com-
plainttothe NBTCis aimed at prod-
ding the watchdog to set measures
thatwould prevent thiskind of prob-
lem in the future regarding the
broadcast of some licensed content
via free-TV channels.

GMM Z chief executive officer
Thana Thienachariya said he
believed that most of the 2 million
TrueVisions subscribers also have
conventional TV antennas, which
would enable them to view the tour-
nament.

Headded thatasthe companyhad
wonthe broadcasting rightstoairthe
tournamentonly in Thailand, GMM
Z had to encrypt the Euro 2012 pro-
gramme to prevent satellite-dish
owners in neighbouring countries
from being able to view it.
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RULE CLOUDS
INTOUCH'S BID

i

Doubts persist
over level of foreign
share ownership

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THENATION

nly businesses with at least
O 75-per-cent Thai ownership

will be able to apply for
upcoming licences to provide radio
and television broadcasting service
commereially, and also terrestrial
digital TV service.

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission is
drawing up regulationsto licensethe
radio and TV broadcasting sector,
and one ofthe key criteria will be that
licence applicants have to be at least
75 per centowned by Thais, in line
with the 2008 Broadcasting Act.

The NBTC's broadcasting com-
mittee chairman, Natee Sukonrat,
yesterday said that every country
normally reserved this kind of radio
and TV content business, as well as
cultural content, to be operated and
controlled by its own people.

Many companies are interested
in applying for a licence from the
watchdog to broadcast terrestrial
digital TV programmes. Among
them are Samart and InTouch, for-
merly known as Shin Corp.

However, the 75-per-cent Thai
ownership rule has raised aquestion
of whether InTouch is eligible to
apply for a licence to be a channel
operator ofterrestrial digital TV pro-
grammes, because of continuing

News ID: C-120607003142 (7 Jun 12/06:25)
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doubts over the level of its foreign
share ownership. M

The Department of Special
Investigation has yet to complete its
investigation into whether Kularb
Kaew was a nominee of Temasek
Holdings when the Singaporean
state investment agency took over
Shin Corp in 2006. The DSI’s probe
followed a report by.the Commerce
Ministry’s Business Development
Department, which had reached
suchapreliminary conclusion about
Kularb Kaew’s status. ]

Temasek Holdings controls
InTouch via two Temasek affiliates,
Aspen Holdings and Cedar
Holdings. As of last month, the two
companies owned 41.62 per cent and
37.99 per cent of InTouch respee-
tively. Kularb Kaew owns 45.22 per
cent of Cedar Holdings.

“InTouch can apply for a licence,
providing it can meet the criteria in
ourupcoming licensing regulations,”
Natee added.

Earlier, InTouch executive chair-
man Somprasong Boonyachai said
the company would apply for a
licence to operate three digital chan-
nels - entertainment, news and
sport.

The NBTC is drafting the regula-
tions for licensing terrestrial digital
TV broadcasting service. There will
be four classes of licence: for pro-
viding a network transmission sys-
tem; for the rental of facilities such
as broadcasting towers; for being a
channel operator; and for the provi-
sion of application services.

The regulator is expected to auc-
tion commercial terrestrial digital
TV licences next year.
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Headline: State prepares for shift to new Internet Protocol Transition will ease shortage...

State prepares for shift
to new Internet Protocol

Transition will ease
shortage of addresses

SUCHIT LEESA-NGUANSUK

Thailand’s spending on the transition
to a new version of Internet Protocol
(IP) is expected to drive IT equipment
purchases by as much as 100 billion
baht over the next 3-5 years.

The Thai government has ordered
all e-government services to support
Internet Protocol version 6 (IPv6) by
2015.

Launched officially worldwide yes-
terday, IPv6 involves a global IT network
mandate to replenish available TP
addresses. An TPv6 migration will involve

upgrading all applications, hosts, routers
and DNS infrastructure.

Based on global research, there are
no remaining IPv4 addresses for Asia-
Pacific, and addresses are expected to
run out for Europe this year, for the US
next year and for Latin America and
Africa in 2014.

IPv6, on the other hand, is expected
to supply what some experts have
calculated as 4 billion addresses.

The extraordinary growth of mobile
devices, internet-enabled consumer
electronics and in-car gear is causing
the shortage of IP addresses.

[Pv6 can generate up to (3.4 x 10%) [P
addresses, compared with 4.2 billion
under IPv4, said Tanapon Chandavasu,
True Internet’s chief technical officer.

IP addresses in Thailand are running

News ID: C-120607001129 (7 Jun 12/06:07)
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out due to surging broadband demand
in recent years, he said.

True Internet has spent 100 million
baht to upgrade its IT equipment to
IPv6-ready, helped by Cisco Systems
Co.

Sak Segknoonthod, director of the
Information and Communication Tech-
nology Ministry’s Electronic Govern-
ment Agency, said the agency and 30
state organisations are testing IPv6
migration.

“All 200 state agencies could migrate
to IPv6 by 2015 under the ICT Ministry’s
master plan,” he said.

The adoption rate of IPv6 in Thailand
is 0.14% compared with Cambodia’s
0.13% and Indonesia’s 0.11%.

Tatchapol Poshyanonda, the man-
aging director of Cisco Systems (Thai-

land), acknowledged the country’s com-
panies still lack awareness of the
migration.

“IT spending on IPV6 is expected to
be 20-30 billion baht this year and could
reach 100 billion baht within five years,”
he said.

IPv6 could reduce network delays
and ease traffic bottlenecks, as each
device gets its own TP address instead
of sharing a group of IP addresses.

Dr Tatchapol said consumers who
buy new smartphones or computers
need to check whether they support
TPv6. Non-compliant devices will not
display complete versions of IPv6-based
Web content and applications.

Globally, IPv4 and IPv6 will be used
in parallel, and there is no deadline for
termination of TPv4.
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TRUE, CISCO PROMOTE
NEW INTERNET PROTOCOL

JIRAPAN BOONNOON
THENATION

True Internet yesterday joined with
Cisco Thailand to promote World
IPv6 Day. True Internet is also
encouraging corporate users to
migrate and change their network
equipment to supportversion 6 ofthe
Internet protocol.

IPv6 aims to succeed 1Pv4, which
is the communications protocol cur-
rently in use to direct almost all
Internet traffic. IPv6 will allow the
World Wide Web to support many
more devices by greatlyincreasing the
number of possible addresses.

The latest version offers features
that allow it to keep up with the speed
of the Internet and the millions of
users. There are moreencryption and
authentication options in IPv6, which
ensure that networks are overall much
more secure and cannot be hacked or
compromised. It has alarger address
space, which means that there are
Eore addresses available per person

rough an improvement in signifi-
cant bits to 128 from 32 in-v4.
. Tanapon Chandavasu, deputy
director of True Internet, said the firm
had prepared its infrastructure to
wlport IPv6 seven years ago. It now
encourage its corporate cus-
tomerstointegrateand upgrade their
network equipment, hardware and
software to support IPv6, since this
version is the next generation of
Internet protocol that enables any
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gadget or device to connect to the
Web. The company this year has also
budgeted about Bt100 million to
upgrade information and network
infrastructure to improve the quality
of its services to customers.

Tatchapol Poshyanonoda, manag-
ing director of Cisco Systems
Thailand, said the sectors in urgent
need of integrating or upgrading to
IPv6 were education, banking and
finance. Internet service providers
will also haveto beable to provide new
servicesand develop new applications
based on IPv6.

Cisco expects that businesses this
year will spend Bt20 billion to Bt30
billion to upgrade and integrate their
existing IPvdnetwork equipmentinto
IPv6. The investment will continue
over the next several years.

Prodpran Siritheerasas, director
of the Information Processing
Institute for Education and
Development: . at = Thammasat
University, said that for Windows-~

based hardware or computerstosup-

port IPv6, they had to be based on at
least the Windows XP 3 operating
system. Macs have been enabled for
IPv6 since OS X 10.3, and earlier ver-
sions can be upgraded, according to
Apple's support website.

IPv6 also comes with high securi-
ty, which will increase the confidence
of Internet users to access the Web,
since the new protocol allows infor-
mation-technology administrators to
identify users over the network.
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