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AlS buying 900MHz licence outright
would prevent shutdown of 26 service

USANEE MONGKOLPORN,
SIRIVISH TOOMGUM
THE NATION

IF ADVANCED Info Service (AIS) can
clinchalicence tothe 900-megahertz
spectrumright now,instead of waiting
foranewauctioninJune,it willbeable
to assure its customers using its sec-
ond-generation service on that fre-
guency that they will not face a serv-
ice shutdown after April 14.

AIS chief executive officer
Somchai Lertsutiwong has now
answered questions over why the
companyiswilling topayforthelicence
atapriceitpreviouslysaidwastoohigh.

When its subsidiary Advanced
Wireless Network (AWN) proposedto
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) onMonday thatit beawarded
a900MHzlicence, forwhichit waswill-
ing to pay Bt75.654 billion, this raised
the eyebrows of some analysts and
academics.

Theywondered why AlShad back-
tracked from what it said previously,
that this price was too high. It is the
same price Jas Mobile Broadband bid
to win this licence at last December’s
auction,inwhichAlSandothertelecom
operators also participated.

Some observers said that if AIS is
willing to pay this hefty price, it should

joinin the new auction set for June 24
and grab the licence at the minimum
starting bid of Bt75.65 billion, so there
would be no need for the NBTC to ask
Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha to
decide whether the NBTC can grant
AIS's request to buy the licence right
away.

But ina letter from Somchai, circu-
latedtoemployeesat Tlpmon Tuesday,
he said he believed that instead of
waiting three months forthe newauc-
tion and putting its 26-900MHz sub-
scribers at risk of a service shutdown,
AIS should offer to buy the licence.

“Many may ask why AlS stopped
raisingthebidat the previous900MHz
licence auction, saying the price had
got too high, and yet today we offered
to buy the licence at the same high
price. It’s because the competition sit-
vation changes all the time and our
migration of 900MHz subscribers
accordingtotheoriginal planhasexpe-
rienced greater difficulty than expect-
ed. So we have to adjust to the situa-
tion in order to prevent possible serv-
ice disruption,” the letter said.

Whilewaiting forthe government's
decision on the issue, AIS will hold a
board meeting to ask for approval to
buy the licence.

AlS has 8.2 million 2G subscribers,
ofwhom7.8millionareon AWNbutstill
roam with AIS’s 900MHz network.

News ID: C-160407003024 (7 Apr 16/05:34)
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Accordingtotherulesgovemingthe
December auction, AlS had to shut
down the 900MHz service once the
NBTC awarded the licence to either of
the winning bidders, which it did so to
True Corp in mid-March.

The NBTC telecom committee
ordered AlS to shut down the service
onMarch15at midnight, but the com-
pany sought a Central Administrative
Courtinjunctionagainst the order. The
court granted theinjunctiontocompel
thetelecomcommitteetoallowAlSto
continue using 900MHz until April 14.

LaterAlSaskedtheNBTCtoextend
that deadline to June 30.

According toatelecomanalyst, AlS
is likely to lower its dividend payout
ratio to 70 per cent from the present
100 per cent in order to pay for the
900MHz spectrum, if it really buys the
licence.

The payment for the 900MHz slot
would be made from this year through
2019. To keep net gearing below 200
per cent, the lower payout ratio would
be required through 2019.

Theanalyst believes the chance of
AWN getting the spectrumis high, but
its cost is likely to pressure AlS's earn-
ings. Still, the licence to the 900MHz
spectrum should enhance AIS’s com-
petitiveness in the medium to long
term and would be a negative for its
rivals.
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NBTC panel seeks info from BBL on Jas
Mobile Broadband bid for bank guarantee

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

A NATIONAL Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
workingpanelis calling Bangkok Bank
representatives to a meeting on April
12, at which it will seek information on
Jas Mobile Broadband’s (JASMBB)
request for abank guarantee in regard
to payment for a 90OMHz licence.

The move forms part of the NBTC
processforclaiming possible damages
fromthe mobile operator, following its
failureto paytheinitial upfrontlicence
fee and place a bank guarantee for the
remainingvaluetotheregulator bythe
deadline of March 21.

The company won the licence in
an NBTC auction last December by
proposing a bid of Bt75.65 billion.

Followingthe defaultby JASM BB,
the licensing body’s telecom commit-
tee appointed a working panel to
examine whether it was possible to
claim damages from the company.

Panel chairman Wongsakul
Kittipromwong, who is also director-
general of the Office of the Attorney-
General’s Corruption Litigation
Department, said the committee
would on April 12 also separately call
in parties related to JASMBB to
request more information on the case.

The investigation is expected to be
completed within 90 days.

Korkij Danchaivichit, deputy sec-
retary-general of the NBTC, said the
working panel had set up three sub-
panels: onefocused on working outthe
possible damages claim; another
examining whether any of Jasmine
International’s telecom and broad-
casting licence-holders would be
affected by the case; and another
identifying those people involved in
the case.

JASMBBisasubsidiary of Jasmine
International.

The working panel called in
Jasmine International chief execu-
tive officer Pete Bodharamik on
Tuesday to inquire about the case.

Pete told the panel that among the
domestic banks, he had contacted
only Bangkok Bank about a guaran-
teeashehad a good relationship with
the bank and its president, Chartsiri
Sophonpanich.

Bangkok Bank had wanted to be
the sole provider of a bank guarantee
to Jasmine International in regard to
the 900MHz licence, he said.

However, while the company had
almost clinched the deal, Bangkok
Bank on January 20 set a condition
that Pete and his father, Adisai, a for-
mer education minister, both sign
personal guarantees.

Pete said he could not accept this
condition as his father was very old,
and he did not want him to partici-

pate in the deal.

His talks with Bangkok Bank
about a guarantee stopped after he
took that stance, he told the working
panel.

He also told the committee that it
seemed attempts were being made to
block Jasmine International from
obtaining the bank guarantee.

After the discussions with
Bangkok Bank had come to nothing,
Jasmine International initiated talks
with the Industrial and Commercial
Bank of China (ICBC), which offered
to help if the company had a Chinese
strategic partner, Pete explained to
the panel.

The company then started to seek
a possible partnership deal with
Chinese companies, including China
Telecom and China Unicom.

Pete told the meeting that China
Telecom had, however, declined tobe
its partner, and that he had also had
a meeting with China Unicom.

He also approached a company
he called China Sharing Mobile, but
had received no response, he added.

A large investment fund sup-
ported by ICBC said it was ready to
support Jasmine International to the
tune of around Bt30 billion and take
a 49-per-cent stake in the company,
but the processes could not be com-
pleted by the March 21 deadline, the
CEO told the working panel.
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Actor raises alarm as armed men cut Phuket trees

ACtOI‘ Puri Hiranprueck is asking authorities to prevent defnrestation on Naka Noi island where a group of armed men is cutting duwn trees. FB/PURI HIRANPRUECK

A t Puri Hiranprueck is calling on
c or Phuket authorities to stop a
group of armed people he says are cutting down
forest on illegally acquired land.

Writing on Facebook on Tuesday, Puri said
a group of fully armed men had arrived by boat
on Koh Naka Noi to clear the forest on land next
to that of his family.

The actor, whose family owns 53 rai of
land on the island off Phuket’s coast, said he
suspected the men were hired by a company
accused of acquiring the land illegally through
fake documents.

Puri said the forest has been untouched
for more than four decades and is teeming
with wildlife.

“The abundant forest which is a habitat for
the hornbills is being destroyed. We sent people
in to try to stop them but these men showed us
their guns. We can’t really fight them,” Puri said.

The actor begged the Phuket governor and
other officials to help stop the forest-clearing.

He said land authorities are in the process
of revoking the ownership document and the
Department of Special Investigation (DSI) is set
to take on the case. He is afraid the armed group
could have cleared the forest before the process
is finished.

“Ibeg people to help share this information.
I beg state agencies to take care of the problem.
Do not fear dark influences. Our country’s
forests are being destroyed because of these

people,” Puri said.

Pongsuk Hiranprueck, Puri’s uncle and
an emcee, said while his father Sujit held a
title deed for the 50 rai land, the remaining
60% of the island has never been surveyed by
Phuket authorities.

He said village headmen and district chiefs
told his father 40 years ago the forest land
belongs to the country and should not be
encroached upon.

Pongsuk said his father respected that notion
until his death.

He said while his father developed a pearl
farming business on the island, the business
was suspended due to inadequate supply
and demand.

Mr Pongsuk said his family recently reno-
vated his father’s house for use as a second
home but they have not conducted any busi-
ness on the island.

He said his family was once offered the
remaining forest land on Koh Naka Noi as well.
He said the agents claimed they could issue
land ownership documents to them for four
million baht.

“We knew it's impossible for ownership
documents to be issued for the forest land so we
rejected the offer, Mr Pongsuk wrote.

He said the agents, however, managed to
sell some 24 rai of land to other people. Finally,
a company called Phu Khao Hok Look, or Six
Mountains, purchased the land and claimed it
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has a value of 42 million baht.

Mr Pongsuk said his family filed a complaint
with the DSI which found the ownership docu-
ment for the 24-rai of land was issued illegally.

“Members of the Hiranprueck family on the
island are unarmed. They have no means to
fight an armed group,” Mr Pongsuk said.

In response, Pol Lt Gen Prawut Wongseenil
of the DSI said the department will propose
Justice Minister Paiboon Koomchaya issue
an order under Section 44 to offer immediate
protection for the forest area.

Pol Lt Gen Prawut, who supervises the
consumer and environmental section, said a
probe confirmed the land ownership document
for the 24 rai of land near the actor's house was
fraudulent.

However, since the DSI is still in the process
of taking up the case, it has not asked the Land
Department to revoke the land title.

He said this makes it possible for people who
claim ownership to do anything they like.

In the meantime, he said Phuket authorities
can file a complaint with the court to issue an
injunction to prevent further damage.

As for the immediate complaint that armed
men are present in the area, he said local police
will have to take care of it.
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finance minister Korn
Former Chatikavanij is warning
state agencies against relying too much on the
extraordinary powers of Section 44 to get their
business done.

Writing on Facebook yesterday, he said the
National Telecommunications and Broadcast-
ing Commission (NBTC) has asked the prime
minister to use his power under Section 44
of the interim charter to allow Advanced Info
Service (AIS) to take over the 900-megahertz
spectrum that JAS Mobile earlier won at auction
but failed to pay for on time.

“This made me feel that our state agencies
are increasingly addicted to special power,” Mr
Korn wrote. “Without Section 44, they seem
unable to get anything done. I feel tired for the
PM,’ he said.

——
e TS

=

S
|

\hl
/

Former finance minister Korn Chatikavanij is
warning state agencies against relying too much
on Section 44 after the NBTC asked PM Gen Prayut
Chan-o-cha to exercise his powers under the
interim charter in the 4G spectrum saga.

Several people voiced their agreement with
him, saying members of the NBTC are well
compensated. They should have prepared the
4G auction more carefully.

“Once things do not turn out as expected,
they want to resort to the special powers. This
seems too easy and irresponsible,” a user
named Chakit said.

Net user Monique said if the NBTC has to
ask the PM to bail it out because it has failed
to do its job, it might be more appropriate
for Gen Prayut to use Section 44 to dissolve
the commission.

2
I

Chiang Mai residents are urging authorities to Vexercise stricter control on tourists after two were found to

have camped out on the city’s wall. FB/SK YLINEVET

Many users said they would rather see a
re-auction of the bandwidth instead of the
proposed takeover.

“It will be more transparent and fairer. It
must be better than seeking a solution through
Section 44,” a user named Jeerapha said.

Fort campers
upset North

Ch ian Mai locals are calling on

g authorities to keep
a closer eye on tourists after two were found to
have camped out at the city’s ancient fort.

Facebook user SK Ylinevet, who said she
works at the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine,
Chiang Mai University, posted several photos
showing tourists with a tent on top of Jaeng Ku
Huang, a fort on the southwestern side of the
city’s old wall.

“Tourists put up a tent on Jaeng Ku Huang,
probably last night. They are packing up to leave
now," the user said.

She also said she had notified the city’s traffic
police through their Facebook page but did not
hang around to see if they turned up.

SK complained that although a sign is posted
in Thai, Chinese, and English accompanied by
asymbol forbidding people from climbing the
wall, some tourists still break the rules.

“Thave sympathy for Chiang Mai,” the user
said. “Some tourists are simply selfish. They
hurt our city with their behaviour,” she said.

She added the tourists probably thought they
could save on accommodation if they slept at
the city’s historical site.

SK also urged people to alert authorities if
they come upon other examples of inappropri-
ate behaviour by tourists.

A user named Sathitphong said the reality is
people who visit the city’s wall or other popular
spots run into “inappropriate behaviour” by
tourists every day.

“It’s about time tourism police or guards are
sent to keep order,” the user suggested.
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A video clip showing people scrambling to
grab Glico ice cream at a Pattaya convenience
store. SANOOK
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Ice-cream
horde stirs net

‘D ’t criticise mainland Chinese
on tourists when we can behave
just like them,” online users have remarked,
after seeing a video clip showing people scram-
bling to buy Glico ice cream at a convenience
store in Chon Buri.

Mootue Offline, who posted the footage on
the Facebook page YoulLike, said the incident is
like a zombies scene from The Walking Dead.

The clip shows dozens of people competing
to stuff as many packs of the ice cream into their
baskets as possible. The ice cream had yet to be
putinto the display fridge but was all gone in a
few seconds.

Some people said the shopkeeper should
have made better preparations and made sure
customers behaved better. A quota per person
would have ensured all customers had a fair
chance of buying the ice cream.

“The scrambling makes for a pathetic scene,”
one user commented.

Many said Thai users recently criticised Chi-
nese tourists seen in a clip engaged in a frenzy
as they tried to take as many shrimps from a
buffet table as possible.

“We are no different,” one user said, accord-
ing to a report on Sanook.

Contact Thai Pulse: atiyaa@bangkokpost.co.th
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Headline: True Visions ignores NBTC deadline on channel numbers, will make changes after...

True Visions ignores NBTC deadline on channel
numbers, will make changes after Songkran

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

TRUE VISIONS Group, the country's largest pay
TV operator, has decided to rearrange its digi-
tal TV channels after the Songkran holidays -
clearly missing today’s deadline set by the
broadcasting regulator.

“We have been informed by the country’s
largest subscription-based TV operator that it
will take an opportunity during Songkran festi-
val to upgrade its media platform as well as
re-arrange digital TV channel numbers in
accordance with the NBTC's [National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission] rules on digital TV channel num-
bering across media platforms,” Sombat
Leelapata, acting deputy secretary- general of
the NBTC, told The Nation recently.

True Visions will soon allocate all digital
channels to the 1to 36 slots onits cable and
satellite system, which means that 3.1 million
subscribers can watch digital TV channels
under the same standard as other media plat-
forms. These channels are currently in the 11 to
46 slots.

Inresponse to the operator’s failure to
meet the deadline, Supinya Klangnarong,

News ID: C-160407003078 (7 Apr 16/05:52)

member of NBTC's Broadcasting Committee,
recently tweeted that she might propose a
tougher punishment for such delays, ranging
from higher fines to the suspension of broad-
casting licences. However, since her panel will
not be meeting until after Songkran, no action
is eﬁpected to be taken against True Visions as
such.

The pay-TV operator will, however, contin-
ue being fined daily until it rearranges its digi-
tal channels in accordance with the watch-
dog's rules, Sombat said.

“As the broadcasting regulator, we have
enforce the law in this case until the
switchover is up and ready,” he said.

True Visions has been fined daily since early
this year, when it insisted on reserving num-
bers 11 to 46 for the digital channels, which
was in clear violation of the NBTC's rule.

From January 7 to February 2, it was fined
Bt20,000 daily, which rose to Bt50,000 after
that. It was also hit with a one-off Bt1 million
penalty.

Meanwhile, despite agreeing to switch the
slots, the company says it finds the order
unfair and has reserved the right to legally pro-
tect its interests and seek compensation for
any damages this change has incurred.
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1800MH: SOOMH:

NBTC confirms that 4G
service fees will be cheaper than
3G mobile service fees.

4G mobile service fees on 1800 MHz and 900 MHz
frequencies must be lower than the average 3G mobile
service fees on 2.1 GHz frequency as follows:

® \oice fee less than 0.69 baht per minute.
e Internet fee less than 0.26 baht per megabyte.
e SMS less than 1.15 baht per message.
® MMS less than 3.11 baht per message.
The fees will be charged per second.

The quality of 4G services on the 1800 MHz and 900 MHz
frequencies shall not be less than the quality of 3G services
on the of 2.1 GHz frequency. The licensees shall provide
packages with cheaper prices than usual.

NBTC confirms that disabled people registered with the
Ministry of Social Development and Human Security will be
protected according to the license conditions so that they
can use the services at a cheaper price while still enjoy
better quality.

Dffice of the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
Call Center 1200 www.nbic.go.th
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