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i:c:::?r;.,::ézoo Headline: Another problem for Channel 3
THE NATION belongs to BEC-Multimedia under BEC
World, wants to simulcast the Asian

THE BROADCASTING Committee will Games with Channel 3 analogue, said
meet today to consider whetherChannel ~ NBTC commissioner Supinya
3 analogue can televise thg 17th Asian Klangnarong. _ _
Games in South Korea — with a favourable “If the broadcasting committee allows
ruling expected to exacerbate thebroad-  Channel 3 analogue to broadcast the
caster’s issues with the National Asian Games under the ‘must have’, this
Broadcasting will create more prob-
Telecommunications lems in the dispute
o3 analogue “IF THE BROADCASTING  grvberntoe oot and
is fno longer considered COMMITTEE ALLOWS : logtsjﬁ." saifij %L]Jp%r'\ga.
:n[jeter;éog-aa:wégaigg:e CHANNEL 3 ANALOGUE TO Chanr?e?%lana?og‘ue
of seven sporting BROADCAST THE ASIAN simulcast the event
events that has to be 5 with a digital channel,
shown free orldigital GAME'S UNDER THE "MUST the problem would be
EV ur}delr the'must  HAVE’, THIS WILL CREATE res%li\jfed. -

ave” rule. annel 3 analogue

The Television Pool MORE PREBLEMS IN THE stopped being consid-

?rf] Tgailacr;d Pgol asked DISPUTE. gredt 1‘rec-fJ TVlon :

e Broadcasting eptember 1, meaning
Committee for permis- all cable and satellite
sion to broadcast the live programme of networks can no longer carry its pro-
the Asian Games via free TV and also via grammes.

%’hqnnel 3 t;‘:ma.lt())guet. lth also wants tTique o 1:his ftzlloweg trle imﬁle}Tfintﬁti?n of
isions subscribers to have access the e “must carry” rule, which stipulates
event, which startsin Incheon on cable and satellite TV operators have to
September 19 and run until October 4. - include the free digital TV channels on
Channel 33 digital (standard), which their menus.
News ID: C-140908003025 (8 Sep 14/06:11) Page: 1/1
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Headline: NBTC racing to solve coupon problem

Clip: Black/White

NBTC racing to solve
coupon problem

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THE National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications
Commissionisbusilysolvingalist
of problems in its digital TV set-
top box scheme asitracestomeet
the October 15 release of coupons
that will allow millions of house-
holds to purchase the device.

The NBTC secretary-general
Takorn Tantasith said that the
watchdog had tried to plug all
possible loopholes in the distri-
bution process.

Takorn said a main problem
was the Departmentof Provincial
Administration had just told the
NBTC it can’t print the identity
card data of coupon recipients as
the data is confidential.

The NBTC had planned to do
that in order to show digital TV
set-top box suppliers that they
were the real coupon owners.

“We're solving this issue. We
might ask the Department of
Provincial Administration to
deliver the coupons to homes as
it has a database of households,”
Takorn said.

Accordingtotheoriginal plan,
the watchdog wanted to hire
Thailand Post Co to mail the
coupons to people’s home.

Takorn said the Government
Lottery Office (GLO) might be

News ID: C-140908003083 (8 Sep 14/06:22)
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unable to meet the deadline to
finish printing five million
coupons within a month.

The watchdog plans to give
away five million coupons in 11
provinces in the first stage of the
scheme and then another seven
million, with both amounts slat-
ed to be distributed within this
year.

In talks with printers

Takorn said that the NBTC
was in talks with Chan Wanich, a
security printing company, to
assume the printing task instead
ofthe GLO. It was also talking to
the firm about the possibility of it
lowering the printing fee below
the Bt2.85 percouponrate offered
by the GLO.

He said the NBTC was also
concerned about therumourthat
some prospective box suppliers
might import low-quality boxes
to improve their profit margin.

The value of the coupon is
Bt690. Some prospective suppli-
ers are even rumoured to have
planned to offer cash for the
coupon receipts so boxes are not
purchased and theyavoid the cost
of providing a compulsory war-
ranty service on them.

Takorn said NBTC would
inspect theinventory of suppliers
to prevent this possible fraud.
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Incentives needed to quicken
transition to digital TV era

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
needsto provide incentivesto speed
up the transition to the digital TV
era and help digital TV players stay
safe and sound.

By using this strategy the watch-
dog might get a chance to overcome
the current crisis stemming from
thebroadcast of Channel 3 analogue
programmes on cable and satellite
TV.

By law, the NBTC has an obliga-
tion to shift the national TV broad-
casting backbone from the 55-year-

- old terrestrial-based analogue TV
to digital TV.

Itisset toswitch analog off with-
infive tosixyears. Sothe public must
be aware that the current analogue
service will soon be
no longer.

Unlike
countries  where
existing players technically trans-
form themselves into the digital TV
system, the NBTC aims to liberalise
the Bt70 billion-a-year TV industry
by inviting new eligible players and
incumbent analogue operators to
join the country’s first TV licence
bid last year.

After the bid, the key supporting
process in the digital transition,
such as national pubic relations
campaigns, the digital TV subsidy
scheme and TV ratings-metre
licensing, faced many delays.

Suphab Kleekachai, president of
the Digital Terrestrial TV Business
Club, said the delay of key develop-
ments was a lost opportunity.

The delay of the digital TV
voucherdistribution could result in
a damage bill of Bt2.5 billion per,
according to a feasibility study con-
ducted in May by Bangkok Media
and Broadcasting, the operator of
the PPTV HD channel. There are 24
digital terrestrial commercial
broadcasters.

Of'the total opportunity losses, it
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found that the seven variety TV
operators utilising high definition
could take a Bt1 billion a month hit
whilethe seven variety TV operators
using standard definition (SD)
could miss out on Bt700 million a
month.

The figure could be Bt500 mil-
lion for the seven SD TV news oper-
ators and Bt300 million for the
three SD children and family TV
operators.

The Radio-Television Broadcast-
ing Professional Federation, led by
its president Jamnan Siritan
Nunbhakdi, and leading digital ter-
restrial TV operators called for a
two-year waiving of the annual
licence fee and contribution to the
Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Research and Development
Fund for the Public Interest.

The licence fee and contribution

accounts fortwo per

y / / cent of the gross
other MALYSIS annual incomg at a

digital terrestrial TV
station. The RTBPF also requested
that the NBTC support digital TV
operators by postponing the sec-
ond-round instalment payment
until February 2017 from the origi-
nal schedule of early next year.

It also requested an extension of
the instalment-payment period to
every two years from the original
yearly basis, and an extension of
licence terms from 15 to 20 years.

Besides facing delays, the digital
transition appears to have been
greatly affected once the country’s
second-largest analogue TV station
Channel 3 refused to simulcast its
analog TV programmes via digital
TV channels that are operated by its
sister company, BEC-Multimedia.

Peter Walop, an expert at the
International Telecommunications
Union, said earlier that “conducting
simulecasts can help Thais migrate
todigital broadcasting. “This will be
a little incentive to viewers who
would like to see the same services
thatthey are already enjoyingin the
analog via a digital platform.
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