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BROADCASTING

Digital operators press for NBTC lifeline

NANAT SUCHIVA

The request by digital TV operators to
delay the payment of the third instalment
of auction fees, due on May 22, could be
granted if the digital TV auction rules can
be amended.

This informal suggestion was made by
the National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) after it
discussed the matter with the Finance Min-
istry, the Council of State and the Office of
the Attorney-General late last week.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tan-
tasith yesterday said a decision on the

oo

payment delay request was expected next
week. Whether amendment of the auction
rules is possible remains unclear.

“Ifamendments can be made, this issue
must be presented to the National Council
for Peace and Order for approval,” he said.

The third auction fee instalment is more
than 8 billion baht.

Moreover, the NBTC’s broadcasting
panel resolved that the 2% universal service
obligation (USO) fund feewould be slashed
to between 0.1% and 1% and distribution
of the remaining 11.6 million subsidy cou-
pons accelerated.

This resolution will be submitted to the

The NBTC is

set to speed up
distribution of the
remaining 11.6
million digital TV
subsidy coupons
to households
countrywide to
allow viewers to
access digital TV.
The coupons are
valued at 690 baht
and can be used to
buy either a digital
TV set-top box or
aTVset witha
digital TV tuner.
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NBTC board soon.

The USO fund fee is expected to take
effect in July or August, as a public hearing
is required on the matter first.

The broadcasting panel will consider the
reduction of expenses caused by the must-
carry rule this month.

Last May, Thai TV Co was the only digital
TV operator that failed to pay the second
auction fee instalment of 288 million baht.
Its two digital TV channel licences were
revoked on Feb 4.

Thai TV saidit faced losses of more than
300 million baht in running its Loca and
Thai TV channels. It blamed its losses on

the regulator’s negligence in facilitating a
smooth digital TV transition.

After the Thai TV debacle, other digital
operators worked to persuade the NBTC to
help them survive, meeting with a working
committee on a 10-point proposal since
last month.

Among the requests are the speedy dis-
tribution of the remaining subsidy cou-
pons, a push for a fixed channel numbering
rule and wider use of multiple TV ratings
measurements, the reduction of expenses
caused by the must-carry rule and allowing
cash-strapped operators to return channel
licences to the regulator.
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NBTC may lower
fee for R&D fund

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

FINANCIALLY struggling digital terrestrial television sta-
tions might find some relief after their regulator said yester-
day that it would start considering lowering the research and
development fee from 2 per cent to less than 1 per cent.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-general of the National
Broadcastingand Telecommunications Commission (NBTC),
said the fee reduction was the key issue in the draft rule on fee
collection for the Broadeasting and Telecommunications
Research and Development Fund for the Public Interest
(BTFEP).

The draft rule will soon go for a public hearing.

“The amendment of this draft rule is expected to get final
approval and take effect within five months,” he said.

Underthisdraft rule, abroadcaster must pay 0.1-1per cent
of gross revenue for the annual fee, which will be collected for
the BTFP fund. And fee collection will not be retroactive after
the implementation of this amended rule.

Under the old rule, a broadcaster has to pay up to 2 per
cent of gross revenue for the R&D fund, but the NBTC has
notyetstarted calling all 24 digital TV broadcasters to pay up.

In a meeting with the junta’s committee overseeing and
following up on government spending, the NBTC also sub-
mitted a proposal to issue 11.6 million digital-TV vouchers to
cover all households. The 13.8 million vouchers already dis-
tributed over the past two years did not seem to be enough to
accelerate the transition to digital terrestrial TV.

“If the junta’s committee agrees with this plan, it will be
forwarded to the Cabinet for consideration,” he said.

There was still no conclusion after a meeting with repre-
sentatives from the Council of State, Finance Ministry and
Office of the Attorney-General on the idea of letting digital-
TV broadcasters relinquish their licences without having to
pay the remaining instalments of the upfront licensing fee.

There was also no conclusion on delayed instalment fees
and extension of licence terms.

The NBTC also approved its annual budget of Bt5.67 bil-
lion, of which Bt5.39 billion will be allocated for administra-
tiveoperations and the rest will be reserved for the BTFP fund.
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