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NBTC gets poor
marks on
transition to
digital TV

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

TWO YEARS into the process, the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) has come up shortin its mis-
sion to transition TV broadcasting
from analog to digital, according to
the NBTC’s inspection and evalua-
tion committee.

The committee conducted surveys
with involved parties in four regions
—North, Northeast, Central and South
- to measure the success of the trans-
formation process.

Pichai Uttamapinant, amember of
the inspection and evaluation com-
mittee, said yesterday that his panel
gavethe NBTC onlya“C” grade forits
progress in this mission.

“During our study, we heard a
number of issues raised by those
involved with this process. Theissues
[include] poor quality of digital TV
transmission and lack of public
awareness about this new broadcast-
ing service,” Pichai said.

News ID: C-160304003024 (4 Mar 16/06:09)

¥ IQNewsClip’

www.ignewsclip.com

“Inthesecondyear ofthe transition,
80 per cent of the country’s 22.3 mil-
lion households should be able to
receive digital TV signals, but some
households in these coverage areas
cannotwatch digital TV programmes
because of low-quality transmission.

The committee also suggested
that the subsidy programme of pro-
viding discount coupons to house-
holds towards the purchase of digi-
tal TV receivers appeared to show a
lack of efficiency. Of the 13.57 mil-
lion couponsissued, only 8.5 million
were redeemed to buy digital TV
receivers.

This low participation partly
resulted from delayed publicrelations
campaigns. The Bt63.5-million PR
campaigns to build public awareness
about digital TV are still on hold.
Underthe original plan, these nation-
wide campaigns were scheduled to
kick off two years ago.

The process of switching off the
old analog system is among big con-
cerns in the broadcasting industry.
Pichai said the slow pace of this
process could affect the transition to
digital TV.

He said that although digital
broadcasting had already started, the
pool of talented content producers,
particularly for children’s pro-
grammes, was still limited.

“We have not see any projects by
thebroadcasting regulatorto support
local content producersin developing
their skills as well as creation of qual-
ity TV shows,” he said.
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New codes of
conduct mulled
to regulate media

after scandals
PIYAPORN WONGRUANG ;
THE NATION g

FURTHER self-regulation as well as
the exploration of co-regulation and
new codes of conduct were proposed
at a media seminar yesterday as part
of a new move to help stem serious
offences committed by the media.

The seminar, entitled “Media’s
Challenges on the Junction of Ethics”,
was held by key media organisations
including the Thai Broadcast
Journalists Association (TBJA) and
the Thai Journalists Association
(TJA) in the wake of a corruption
scandal involving a famous TV host.
This caseisbeing seen by media prac-
titioners and watchdogs as a new
challenge for the media sector.

The Criminal Court on Monday
handed down a guilty verdict to
Sorrayuth Suthassanachinda, host of
the popular “Rueang Lao Chao Nee”
show on Channel 3, as well as other
defendantsinrelation tothe Rai-Som
bribery and embezzlement scandal.

They were convicted for wrongly
paying more than Bt600,000
between 2005 and 2006toan MCOT
employee to not report that Rai-Som
was running additional commercials
while Channel 9’s popular TV show
“Kui Khui Khao”wasbeingaired. This
resulted in the MCOT losing Bt138
million in revenue.

The Criminal Court sentenced
Sorrayuth and his company’s exec
Montha Teeradej to 13 years and four
months in jail each, while MCOT
employee Pitchapa lamsa-ard faces
20 years in prison. However,
Sorrayuth appeared unfazed while
hosting his show a day after the court
verdict.

Thepchai Yong, president of the
Thai Broadcast  Journalists
Association, said he was disappoint-

The Thai Journalists Association.?ﬁe Thai Broadcast Journalists Association,

the National Press Council of Thailand and the News Broadcasting Council of
Thailand hold a seminar yesterday at Isara Amantakul Hall entitled ‘Media’s
Challenges on the Junction of Ethics’. There has been growing momentum for
media organisations to do more to regulate themselves after several scandals

raised guestions about ethical standards.

ed that such a case should happen at
atime when the media is undergoing
major reforms and a new code of
ethics is being written to improve the
media’s performance. Media reform
gained particular attention after
reporters hounded ayoungstar’s fam-
ily at his funeral.

“The biggest challenge is that so
far, no media-related case has gone
through the judicial process like this
and yet the convict acts as if nothing
has happened. I think this is a chal-
lenge for the entire society;” he said,
addingthatthe positivesideisthatthe
society will now pay more attention
to the media’s shortcomings.

Thepchai also called for serious
social sanctions, as he believes they
are more powerful than any legal
instruments. He also called for soci-
etytohelp put pressure on companies
that continue buying advertisingslots
inembattled TV shows, believing that
thiswould inturn put pressure on the
channel and subsequently, the show
producers.

Other mediawatchdogs, including
Wasan Paileeklee, who was a mem-
ber of the media reform panel under
the now-defunct National Reform
Council, said he still trusts the prin-
ciples of self-regulation, though he
said agencies should be set up to
improve the practice and media
organisations should also play a big-
ger role in regulating their members.
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The public should be allowed to
help regulate the media and some
newlaws mayalsobe needed, he said,
addingthatthose committing serious
offences should also face new stan-
dards or code of ethics, just like the
ones faced by political-office holders
and high-ranking officials.

Supinya Klangnarong, a member
of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC), said it was time to seriously
considernewmechanismstoenhance
the media’s code of conduct, because
if the effort fails this time, she is con-
cerned that more extreme measures
and state intervention may become
viable, which could deprive the media
of freedom of expression.

She said the NBTCwaslookingfor
lawful ways to work with digital TV
operators, adding that it would call a
meeting with them to discuss the
development of new joint codes of
conduct among media practitioners.

She also said the option of a co-
regulation among media practi-
tioners and the NBTC was being
considered, in addition to the com-
mission's moves push for a media
grouping that will empower them
to regulate one another.

“It’s time to work together and
prove that this is not one individual’s
business but that of the whole socie-
ty,” Supinya said. “Rai-Somis just the
tip of the iceberg.”
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Sorrayuth quits anchor role

Advertiser exodus
spurs news host exit

POST REPORTERS

Bowing to increasing public pressure,
embattled TV news anchor Sorrayuth
Suthassanachinda decided yesterday to
quit his role as a news show presenter
after he was convicted and sentenced for
emberzzling ad revenue from MCOT.

The move came after several compa-
nies withdrew advertising from TV pro-
grammes hosted by Sorrayuth, as media
profession bodies, academics and anti-
corruption advocates urged him to step
down and demonstrate responsibility
after the Criminal Court sentenced him
to 13 years and four months in prison
on Monday.

“Starting this evening [March 3], I quit
my dutyas a TV host to prevent any impact
on Channel 3, and to make everyone
happy. Thanls to the Channel 3 family.
Thanks to the fans. Thanks for the support.
Until we meet again,” Sorrayuth wrote on
his @sorrayuth9111 Instagram account.

Sorrayuth hosted his morning news talk
programme yesterdaybut Teera Tanyapai-
bul took over with other co-hosts for the
evening news show.

lquitmydutyasa
TV host to prevent
any impact on
Channel 3 and to
make everyone
happy. Until we
meet again.

SORRAYUTH
SUTHASSANACHINDA

The News Broadcasting Council of Thai-
land, the Thai Journalists Association and
the Anti-Corruption Organisation of Thai-
land were among critics calling on him to
end his news anchor role. Saha Group, the

country’s largest consumer product con-
glomerate, began pulling adverts from his
programmes after the court ruling.

A Channel 3 source said the chan-
nel’s executives would not find anyone to
replace Sorrayuth to host his news pro-
grammes. The channel's management has
allowed Sorrayuth’s news team to decide
how to handle the programmes them-
selves, the source said.

The programmes hosted by Sorrayuth
are Rueng Lao Chao Nee morning news,
the news talk programme Rizeng Den Yen
Nee (The Top Story This Evening), and the
Rueng Lao Sao Arthit news talk show on
Saturdays and Sundays.

The public relations section of Total
Access Communication Plc yesterday said
that the company has withdrawn sponsor-
ship for three TV programmes produced
by Ral Som Co and hosted by Sorrayuth,
a DTAC public relations source told the
Bangkok Post.

According to Dailynews Online, Thanat
Thanakitamnuay, the son of Kitti Thanaki-
tamnuay, chief executive of SET-listed
property developer Noble Development
Plc, also confirmed the company had
withdrawn advertising from all of Sorray-
uth’s programimes.

Mr Thanat said the company would
not advertise with Channel 3 until the
channel takes Sorrayuth off the air. He
said his father has taken a stance against
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corruption and that the company will not
support any media outlets, programmes
or show hosts who are involved in graft.

According to Dailynews Online, the
Government Savings Bank will not renew
acontract to buy advertising space on Sor-
rayut’s programmes as part of efforts to
uphold good governance standards.

Prasarn Marukpitak, a former National
Reform Council member, yesterday said
Sorrayuth’s decision to step down demon-
strates that social sanctions play a crucial
role in upholding ethical standards.

Khunying Porntip Rojanasunan, who
is a spokesman for the National Reform
Steering Assembly, yesterday stressed
the need for the media to be accountable
to soclety, adding that social sanctions
against corruption must be sustained
and strengthened.

Following Sorrayuth’s decision to step
down, Pitchayatun Chanphut, or Nong
Bright, his co-host on the morning news
talks programme, wrote on her Instagram
account giving Sorrayuth her moral sup-
port. Sorrayuth is not only her colleague,
but also like a brother, she said.

“I will wait for the day when I co-host
the programme with you again to make our
news family perfect as before,” she said.

Meanwhile, the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) will meet 26 TV operators next
Thursday to discuss ethical standards in
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the wake of the Sorrayuth controversy.

The meeting will be the first of its
kind called by the telecom and broad-
cast regulator, said commissioner
Supinya Klangnarong.

She hopes that commitments from all
participants will be made and that guide-
lines will be issued to all broadcasting
channels to follow in the future if similar
cases occur again.

Social pressure hasnever been so strong
on the media, she said. If media organisa-
tions fail to regulate themselves, she fears
that a portion of society will seek state
intervention to impose sanctions.

She added that the Sorrayuth case
highlighted the varying ethical standards
between different operators.

While some channels may temporar-
ily take their anchors off air after a com-
plaintis filed against them, others may wait
longer or take no action at all, she said.

Ms Supinya called for a thorough dis-
cussion among channels executives to
determine their code of conduct, arguing
that it would create peer pressure, thus
raising ethical standards in the longer run.

The publicis also wondering why some
media personalities have been targeted
while others have been let off the hook,
she said.
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