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JAS may take six months to fully launch 46

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

JAS Mobile Broadband might need
six months or more to launch its 4G-
900MHzservice fully, because of the
time-consuming process of installing
telecom equipment and completing
the adoption of the mobile-phone
number portability system.
JASMBB recently approached
Number Portability Co, which man-
agesthe system for cellularoperators,
about becoming one of its share-
holders. Shareholders can integrate
their operations with the number-
transfer system. JASM BB is expect-
ed to take about six months to finish

the integration, a telecom-industry
source said yesterday.

Number Portability was set up by
fivetelecom operatorstobethe clear-
inghouse of the fixed and mobile
phone number portability systems.
Thosewantingtoembracethe system
have to hold shares in the company.

JASMBB had said it would debut
its services this quarter. It reported-
lyapplied for 3 million mobile-phone
numbers from the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications
Commission. According to the
NBTC's rules on installation of tele-
com network equipment, any com-
pany planning to use existing tele-
com towersis required to hold a pub-

News ID: C-160107003028 (7 Jan 16/05:53)
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lic hearing at every site where it will
install its equipment, which can
extend the process.

Building telecom towers at new
locations also requires the company
to hold a public hearing at every site.

JASMBB has approached CAT
Telecom on leasing the state enter-
prise’s telecom towers and has a plan
to build its own towers.

A group of JASMBB executives
met with NBTC officials yesterday to
learn more about the NBTC's rules.

Korkij Danchaivichit, deputy sec-
retary-general of the NBTC, said after
the meeting thatthe NBTC wasready
to support JASM BB, which wants to
begin the service as soon as possible.
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True4U budgets BtZ2 bn to upgrade sport, entertainment programming

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

TRUE4U STATION, the operator
of digital TV channel 24, has ear-
marked more than Bt2 billion this
year to strengthen its position as a
leader in sport and entertainment
programming to generate at least
Bt1 billion in annual revenue.

Naetchanok Wipatasinlapin,
managing director of True4U
Station, said yesterday that her
company this year was focusing
more on sport and entertainment
programmes to attract mass audi-
ences in the provinces by dedicat-
ing more airtime for live sports
tournaments, game shows, dra-
mas, TV series and movies.

In addition to this content
strategy, the company will prepare
a series of on-ground activities
both to promote the TV station
and engage with audiences.

Of the total expenditure on this
year’s programmes, Bt700 million
will be for sports content and
licences to telecast more than 200
matches, followed by Bt700 mil-
lion for local TV dramas and series
and Bt600 million for game
shows.

“This reflects our ambitious
goal to be a leading sports and
entertainment channel, and we
hope to become No 3 in the digi-
tal-TV business by the end of this
year,” Naetchanok said.

True4U channel will offer

sports content
on up to 40 per
cent of its total
airtime, an
increase from
last year’s 30

ital stations from number 1 to 36.
TrueVisions also faces NBTC
penalties for placing some digital
channels such as True4U and
TNN 24 outside the permitted
areas for digital free-to-air chan-

per cent. nels.

Entertainment Last year, TrueVisions, True4U
programmes, and TNN24 took this matter to
including TV the Central Administrative Court

-
dramas and NAETCHANOK
game shows,
will account for 30 per cent, up
from 20 per cent last year. The
remaining airtime will be dedicat-
ed for news and children’s and
family programmes.

She said the company believed
that this strategy would help raise
the average rating for its digital

TV station to 0.5 point this year
from 0.2 point in 2015.

True4U channel targets Bt1 bil-
lion in revenue, compared with
Bt700 million last year.

Meanwhile, True4U Station
may join TrueVisions Group’s
appeal to the Supreme
Administrative Court after the
broadcasting regulator last month
decided to punish the country’s
biggest pay-TV operator for allot-
ting digital-TV channel numbers
as it chooses, reserving
channels 11 to 46 for digital sta-
tions.

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
has ordered consistent channel
numbering by all platforms of dig-

as they opposed this order, but the
court ruled in favour of the NBTC.

“Discussion among manage-
ment teams about this issue is still
under way.

“We hope that we can find a
way to compromise with the
NBTC. If not, we might appeal to
the Supreme Administrative Court
soon,” Naetchanok said.
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Up to Bt100 bn extra budget planned

ADDITIONAL FUNDS AIMED AT SHIELDING COUNTRY FROM EXTERNAL FACTORS

THE NATION

THE BUDGET BUREAU plans to
allocate an additional expenditure
budget of between Bt70 billion and
Bt100 billion for the 2016 fiscal year,
aiming to stimulate the economyin
an effort to deal with possible
impacts from external factors.

About B70 billion will be gleaned
from the upfront licence fees from
lastyear’s 4G spectrum auction, and
the remaining Bt30 billion might
be borrowed.

The auctions of fourth-genera-
tion telecom licences on the 1,800-
and 900-megahertz spectra by
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
fetched almost Bt232 hillion. The

licence winners will pay the upfront
fees in annual instalments.

The three winners of 3G licences
on the 2.1-gigahertz spectrum in
2012 also paid theirlast instalments
to the NBTC last month, totalling
more than Bt11 billion.

According to Budget Bureau
director Somsak Chotrattanasiri,
the planned additional budget fol-
lowed Deputy Prime Minister
Somkid Jatusripitak’s policy aim-
ing to strengthen and balance the
domestic economy while Thai
exports have been affected by the
global economic slowdown.

This additional budgeting was
settohandle any situations that may
arisein the future, while shifting the
export-led country to be more

dependent on domestic demand.

“We will see whom we will help,
communities or farmers or the IT
industry. They should be small proj-
ects that can be undertaken quick-
ly. However, tourism will be exclud-
ed, as it already has a budget,”
Somsak said.

The drafting of a bill on this addi-
tional expenditure and its passage
into law are expected to be com-
pleted in a few months.

Because of the additional expen-
diture, the government’s revenue
will need to be higher than target-
ed.

Krisda Chinavicharana, direc-
tor-general of the Fiscal Policy
Office, expects the additional budg-
et will stimulate the economy in the

first half of this year. If the planned
infrastructure projects get under
way in the third quarter, the econ-
omy will grow as targeted, he said.
Somkid, the deputy prime min-
ister in charge of economic affairs,
expressed his confidence at a semi-
nar held by the Economic Reporters
Association yesterday thatlast year’s
gross domestic product would post
growth of 3 per cent, as the econo-
my inthefourth quarter was expect-
ed to be better than in the third.
The actual 2015 economic fig-
ures will be released by the National
Economic and Social Development
Board (NESDB) around the end of
next month. Its current 2015 growth
forecast is 2.9 per cent, and 3-4 per
cent for 2016. GDP in the first quar-
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ter of 2015 grew by 3.0 per cent, 2.8
per cent in the second, and 2.9 per
cent in the third.

NESDB secretary-general Pora-
metee Vimolsiri said a slower-than-
expected global economicrecovery,
a further slowdown in China, and
worse-than-expected drought were
all possible risks to the Thai econo-
my this year. The NESDB office
expects global GDP to expand by
3.4 per cent and China’s by 6.7 per
cent.

The International Monetary
Fund expects the global economy to
expand by 3.6 per cent.

The NESDB also expects the US
economy to expand by 2.7 per cent
in 2016, compared with 2.5 per cent
in 2015. It expects the US Federal
Reserve to raise its policy interest
rate two more times this year, which
will increase the rate from the
current 0.25-0.5 per cent to
around 0.75-1.0 per cent by the end
2016.
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