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Thailand’s Candidature for ITU Council
For the term 2023-2026

The Kingdom of Thailand presents its candidature for re-election to the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU) Council for Region E (Asia and Australasia) for the term
2023-2026, at the elections to be held during the forthcoming ITU Plenipotentiary
Conference in Bucharest, Romania from 26 September to 14 October 2022.

A long-standing Member State of the ITU for more than 100 years (1883),
Thailand grows together with the ITU community. Major achievements we have proudly
made at the ITU include the ITU Council membership since 1973, a home of the ITU
Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific since 1992, and the Chairmanship of the ITU
Council during 1994-1996. To date, Thailand maintains its contribution to the work of ITU
to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

To transform towards Digital Thailand, the Digital Economy and Society Development
Plan (2018-2037), a 20-year national digital landscape strategy, has been implemented
by various sectors. The plan involves six key strategies which include (1) building
country-wide high-capacity digital infrastructure; (2) boosting the digital economy;
(3) creating a knowledge-driven digital society; (4) transforming into an integrated digital
government; (5) developing a skilled digital workforce; and (6) enhancing trust
and confidence in the use of digital technology.

To drive industry digitalization, the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) refarmed 2600 MHz spectrum for 4G/5G and successfully auctioned
this spectrum in 2020. The licensees of the 2600 MHz band are required to roll out network
covering 50% of Eastern Economic Corridor (EEC) areas within 1 year and covering
50% of population economic-centric city areas within 4 years. The efficient and effective
spectrum management policy, coupled with a 5G roll out incentive, will enable Thailand
to achieve the objective of Digital Thailand.

To accommodate the growing demand of high-speed Internet and to better the quality of
life for people in Thailand, 5G National Strategy has been set up by the National 5G
Committee. Chaired by the Prime Minister himself, the Committee aims to boost
the application of 5G technology in the whole economy by engaging a fast-track
collaboration between 5G telecom operators and relevant stakeholders to benefit
the whole society especially in the agriculture, medical, and industrial sectors.

To support deployment of 5G applications, the National 5G Committee has approved
9 pilot projects using 5G and other technologies, like Al IoT, Cloud Computing,
Drone, which are well underway, such as (1) Smart Hospital pilot project of Siriraj,
the largest public hospital in Thailand, that will help improve healthcare services
and transform Thailand into a global ‘Medical Hub’; (2) Smart Farming projects
at Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai provinces in the North of Thailand, that will help
increase productivity in agriculture.
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To create Digital Opportunity for achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
Goals, “Thailand’s Net Pracharat” or Village Broadband Internet Project is the infrastructure
development project to expand high-speed Internet networks that reach all villages in the
country, which are a total of 74,987 villages. As all infrastructures of Net Pracharat project,
which include USO Net centers have been in place, along with the training for people
in rural areas, the digital literacy skills for the people in Thailand will be much increased.
Net Pracharat project was well recognized as a winner prize of WSIS 2019 for Information
and Communication Infrastructure as well as in the Asia-Pacific Telecommunity Report on
Best Practice of Connectivity. In addition, Thailand’s Digital Community Center Project
is the establishment of learning centers at the communities for promoting digital literacy,
which recently received the ITU WSIS Prize 2021 for Ethical Dimensions of the Information
Society Action Line. (https://www.itu.int/net4/wsis/stocktaking/Prizes/Z021/Winners)

In close collaboration with ITU and as an active Councillor, Thailand has represented in
and hosted numerous ITU meetings, events, and conferences. The highlighted achievements
are as follows:

1883 Joined ITU as Member State

1973 Elected Member of the ITU Council

1992 Hosted ITU Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific in Bangkok

1994 - 1996 Elected Chairman of the ITU Council

2012 Hosted World Telecommunication/ICT Indicators Meeting

2015-2021 Supported ITU Plenipotentiary Resolution 70 (Rev. Dubai,
2018) to celebrate International Girls in ICT Day

2016 Hosted ITU Telecom World

2016 -2019 - Supported WTDC Resolution 73 on ITU Centres of

Excellence to enhance capacity building in Asia-Pacific Region;

- Cooperated with BDT to host ITU-D related events;

e Hosted Asia-Pacific Regulators Roundtable and
International Training Programs

* Hosted a number of ITU Asia-Pacific CoE Trainings to
support and encourage the participation of ITU Member
States with financial limitation.

- Chair of Drafting Group in regional preparatory process for
WRC-19 and Drafting Group in ITU-R Working Party 5A,

2019 Chair of the 1% ITU Asia Pacific Centres of Excellence (ASP
CoE) Steering Committee

2020 - 2024 Vice Chair of Working Group in regional preparatory process
for WTDC-21
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Thailand’s Commitments

* As along-standing Member State, Thailand is determined to work constructively with ITU
Member States and adopt relevant ITU resolutions and recommendations as internal rules
and regulations. Thailand also intends to collaborate with countries with different stages
of development to promote access to digital infrastructure for all. As the location of ITU
Regional Office, Thailand will extend its full cooperation with ITU to address all emerging
issues and strengthen its regional presence.

e It is our strong determination that to be a member of the Council in the next four years,
Thailand will do our utmost to ascertain that, ITU Constitution and Convention as well as
PP resolutions are followed while ensuring that ITU adapts to the changing of times
with efficient and transparent resource management. Particularly in a post-Covid world,
a new global perspective emerges where ICTs permeate all aspects of life.
Thailand is strongly committed to support the work and activities of ITU during this
challenging time and hopes to transform ITU into an agile organization that can tackle
challenges of all aspects in the future.

* Thailand is determined to assume an active role as a member of the Council in order to
support ITU resources management improvement in terms of transparency and efficiency.
Similar to Thailand’s contribution in the Council to consider allocation of funds saved by
holding virtual meetings to provide additional fellowships for developing countries,
Thailand’s role in the Council will remain focused on key strategic and financial matters,
along with matters benefiting countries with different stages of development.

o If re-elected to the ITU Council, Thailand pledges to continue working closely with ITU
and ITU members in order to harness ICTs and digital innovations while seeking
to contribute to the achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
for the benefits of all.
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