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NBTC WANTS INTEGRATED
POWER LINE LAWS

The National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission has
proposed that the government integrate
all laws governing the burial of utility
lines.

Many state agencies are involved in
the plan including the Bangkok
Metropolitan Administration (BMA) and
the Rural Roads Department.

Besides Bangkok, the government
plans to move all aerial power-transmis-
sion and telecommunication lines under-
ground in many provinces such as Nan,
Nong Khai, Nakhon Phanom, Khon Kaen,
Chiang Mai, Phuket and Ayutthaya, as
well as in Hat Yai district of Songkhla
and Koh Samuwi in Surat Thani.

Korkij Danchaivichit, deputy secre-
tary-general of the NBTC, said it was
part of the NBTC's long-term plan to
integrate laws to facilitate policy.

The NBTC has already assigned TOT
to spearhead the work to move telecom
lines underground nationwide.

The NBTC has also drafted regula-
tions to govern the usage and construc-
tion of the viaducts for housing the com-
munication lines of the state agencies.

On June 29, the NBTC, the BMA, TOT,
the Royal Thai Police and the
Metropolitan Electricity Authority (MEA)
signed a cooperative agreement to
remove electricity and telecom lines
from above ground.

The MEA has already finished the
pilot project on some main roads, includ-
ing Phaholyothin Road.

Last September, the Cabinet
approved a budget of Bt48.72 billion to
bury 127.3 kilometres of utility lines with-
in Greater Bangkok over 10 years to make
the capital area safer and more beauti-
ful.

However, the government has since
asked the MEA to shorten the plan from
10 years to five years.
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