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NBTC halts
momentum
for 4G bids

Unworkable deadline,
martial law cited

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA
SUCHIT LEESA-NGUANSUK

The national telecom regulator is putting
the brakes on a government initiative to
bring the 2600-megahertz spectrum into
the auction for fourth-generation (4G)
service, saying the frequency band is not
an internationally recognised standard.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
also insists the first auction of 4G spec-
trum will take place in November at the
earliest due to restrictions under martial
law, said an NBTC member who asked
not to be named.

The development comes after the gov-
ernment floated the idea of bringing the
2600-megahertz spectrum into the auc-
tion together with the planned 900- and
1800-MHz spectra.

The idea was first announced on
Wednesday at an initial meeting of the
digital economy committee chaired by
Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha.

The panel approved an auction for 4G
mobile spectrum by August.

“We cannot move ahead with the 4G
spectrum auction processes now, because
we've not yet received a formal order or
written resolution from the digital econ-
omy committee,” the NBTC source said.

Also, the NBTC must wait until July to
comply with the junta’s order last year that
the planned 4G auctions be postponed
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for a year, meaning the NBTC could start
the auction process as soon as this July.

The source also said the 2600-MHz
spectrum would not be practical for
4G wireless broadband service, as
“very few” handsets were based on
that spectrum.

“Much of what is available on this
frequency band are mobile broadband
dongles that are used to connect to lap-
tops and are not used as mobile devices,’
the source said.

Adoption of the 1800-MHz spectrum
is on the rise, resulting in a further drive
for more handset support.

“We [the NBTC] submitted a report
on the 2600-MHz spectrum to the prime
minister’s advisory team yesterday, high-
lighting that it was not a common global
frequency band for 4G purposes,’ the
source said.

A telecommunications expert who
also declined to be named agreed most
4G handsets and network equipment
worldwide supported the 1800-, 850-,
900-, 2100- and 2300-MHz spectra.

More to the point, the 2600-MHz spec-
trum requires a network investment of
five to seven times that of the 900-MHz
spectrum, which the NBTC initially
planned to put up for auction.

Somkiat Tangkitvanich, chairman of
the Thailand Development and Research
Institute, said the 2600-MHz broadcasting
spectrum contained 126 MHz of band-
width. Ofthat, 102 MHz is in use by MCOT
and the rest by the Government Public
Relations Department.

He urged the government to focus on
the planned 900- and 1800-MHz spec-
trum auctions.
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The government will act as a
mediator in the dispute between
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
and some state enterprises over

whether they can transfer frequencies
to the spectrum licensing body for
auctioning.

>>1B

Govt to mediate over

spectra transfer row

STATE AGENCIES MAY BE COMPENSATED FOR GIVING UP BANDWIDTH

USANEE MONGKOLPORN,
SIRIVISH TOOMGUM
THE NATION

THE GOVERNMENT will act as a
mediator in the dispute between the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) and some state enterprises
over whether they can transfer fre-
quencies to the spectrum licensing
body for auctioning,.

Information and Communications
Technology Minister Pornchai
Rujiprapa said yesterday that if the
state enterprises agreeto let go of their
spectra before expiry of their conces-
sion contracts, they should be com-
pensated.

However, some state enterprises
should be allowed to keep part oftheir
bandwidth to provide publicservices.

Telecom operators say they are
ready to bid for all bands.

Pornchai said that first, the NBTC
would have to provide to the ad hoc
National Digital Economy Committee
all the details of potential spectrum
auction and any problems they were
facing. Thenthe NBTCcould go ahead
and tender the spectrum bands that
have no such problems.

Forthe spectra that the state hold-
ersdonotwantto relinquish early, the
government will step in to mediate a
solution.

Some frequencies, such as TOT’s
900-megahertzspectrum, by lawhave
to be transferred to the NBTC after a

concession ends. However, if the gov-
ernmentfindsthat TOTneedstokeep
the band to provide public service in
remote areas, it might let TOT keep
part of it and relinquish the rest for
auction.

Then the government will make up
thedifference for the NBTC by asking
other state enterprises to give up their
spectra early, such as the 2.6-giga-
hertz bands, to the commission for
auction in return for compensation.

The ad hoc committee on
Wednesday instructed the NBTC to
resume planning for the auction of
spectrumlicences and to completethe
process in August.

All frequencies allowed

The NBTC can auction any fre-
quencies ranging from 900MHz-
1,800MHz and 2.6GHz. Italso has to
submit the progress of the auction
plan for the committee’s considera-
tion every month.

The NBTC had intended to open
bidding for the 1,800MHz bands of
TrueMove and Digital Phone Co in
the middle of last year, followed by
900MHz of Advanced Info Service
(AIS) in the same year.

But in July, the junta ordered the
NBTC to hold off the auction for one
year, pending thorough clarification of
the auction plan.

These spectra can be used for
fourth-generation wireless broad-
band service.

On Wednesday, Takorn Tantasith,
secretary-general of the NBTC, said
the commission wasreadytostartthe
auction in five months.

However, an NBTC source said
there could be a delay if the auction
plan is not approved by the ad hoc
committee and needs to be revised.

Sigve Brekke, interim chief execu-
tive officer of Total Access
Communication (DTAC), said his
telecom was interested in both
1,800MHzand 900MHz. Heishappy
thatthe governmenthasfinally decid-
ed to go forward with the auction this
year.
“Customers demand more data
services and the industry is ready to
invest,” he said.

Pratthana Leelapanang, an execu-
tive vice president for AIS, said the
decision of the ad hoc committee on
Wednesdaywas good news and AIS is
ready tobid forall spectratobe puton
the block.

A telecom analyst said that if the
auction reallytakes placeand AIS can
grab a licence, True Corp would risk
losing its current large competitive
advantage in bandwidth.

If the auction does not take place
this year, without additional band-
width, AIS is expected to face a short-
agethatshould erodeits service qual-
ity by early next year.

AITS stock yesterday closed up 1.21
per centat Bt251, while DTAC surged
3.56 per cent to Bt87.25 and True was
unchanged at Bt13.
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AUCTION OBSTACLES

Despite the government’s
ad hoc¢ Digital Economy
Committee giving the
green light for the auction
of new telecom spectrum
licences in August, the
licensing body needs to
clear some hurdles first.

Source: The Nation

Somkiat Tangkitvanich, president
of the Thailand Development
Research Institute, said the military
regime might come up with asurprise
later after giving the nod to the 4G
spectrum licences on Wednesday.

For example, last year, when the
NBTCwas preparingthe auction plan,
the junta ordered the commission to
suspend it.

The government should be closely
watched for how it will proceed to
reclaim spectra from somestate enter-
prises, such as the 2.6GHz frequency
from MCOT, which is listed on the
Stock Exchange of Thailand, inaman-
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ner that will not derail the auction
plan. The regime should think care-
fully before making any decision or it
would throw off investor confidence,
Sombkiat said.

It is unclear whether the NBTC
would still have the power to hold the
auctionifthelaws promoting the dig-
ital economy, including the new NBTC
Act, take effect before August.

It is also doubtful that the auction
would see meaningful competition,
since there would likely be only three
telecom operators participating, just
like for the auction of the 3G licences,
he said.
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Jatupomn fights back as junta makes NBTC shut red TV station

WIRAJSRIPONG,
PRAVIT ROJANAPHRUK
THE NATION

JATUPORN PROMPHAN, a co-
leader of the red-shirt United Front
for Democracy against Dictatorship,
insisted yesterday that there was no
reason for the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NBTC) to close down the move-
ment’s Peace TV, saying the channel
welcomed opinions from all sides,
irrespective of one’s political leaning,.

The military’s ruling National
Council for Peace and Order (INCPO)
had accused the satellite TV station
of inciting unrest and had the NBTC
stop it from broadcasting.

Jatuporn, who hosts shows on the
channel, expressed his dissatisfaction
over the matter on Facebook, saying
the broadcaster had done nothing
wrong,

He added that shutting down the
channel would atfect the reconcilia-
tion process.

Hesaid he wanted the group mon-
itoring the red-shirt movement to be
straightforward, adding that he was
ready to discuss matters with them
directly.

“Tell me where you want to meet.
I'm not begging for [Peace TV] to
continue, but I want to preserve the
[reconciliatory] atmosphere in soci-
ety,” he said, adding that closing
down the channel would affect
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the morale if several people.

As for the country’s politics,
Jatuporn said he wanted Thailand to
move forward and urged the general
public to exercise restraint so as to
avoid tension and conflict.

“Many issues are affecting people.
I always say that when you watch a
film, you need to watch it until the
veryend”to determine whoisthe pro-
tagonist or villain, Jatuporn said.

He alsosaid thered shirtshad been
calm and peaceful since the military
took over.

“We have tried our best to find a
peaceful solution for the country. I
don’t know why they put so much
pressure on us. What have we done?”

The charismatic red-shirt leader

said he would encourage people with
differing political opinions, includ-
ing those appointed by the military
regime and members of the People’s
Democratic Reform Committee, to
air their views on Peace TV.

Meanwhile, another host at Peace
TV, who asked not to be named, told
The Nation yesterday that the NCPO
was closely monitoring content aired
by the station and it had problems
with some programmes it believed
violated a memorandum of under-
standing between the station and the
junta.

“We want to see the country at
peace, but we also have to maintain
our principles,” the source said,
sounding rather upset.
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Satellite TV broadcasters want freedom to pick digital channels

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

MAJORSATELLITE TV stations are
calling for the “must carry rule” to be
revoked so that they can select which
popular digital terrestrial TV channels
they want to show.

They claim that the rule is unfair
and costs them each at least Bt15 mil-
lionamonthtocarryall ofthe newdig-
ital channels.

“Our members, namely IMPTV,
PSI Holdings, Infosat Intertrade,
IdeaSat, Thai Sat and Leo Sat, have
cometoan agreementon thisissue. We

will also discuss this with the broad-
casting committee by next month,”
Manop Tokarnka, president of the
Satellite TV Network Provider Club,
told The Nation yesterday.

Satellite TV networks have been
investing on developing their plat-
forms for many years. However, after
the implementation of the National
Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission’s
must-carry rule, they had to shoulder

extra costs to add those 27 new chan-
nels.

They also claimed that the rule was
market intervention.

“Without the rule, each satellite TV
network would have theright tonego-
tiate with some commercial digital TV
channels that their customers are
interested in,” he said.

However, theleading satellite TV
stations will continue airing all 12
public digital channels including

Thai PBS, TV5 and NBT, he said.

The Satellite TV Network Providers
Club also expressed support for the
recent decision of the NBTC to give
them the freedom to assign the first 10
channels, to be followed by the 36 dig-
ital channels.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-gen-
eral ofthe NBTC, said on Wednesday
that the new broadcasting rule to
rearrange the numbering of digital
terrestrial channels on cable and

News ID: C-150320003033 (20 Mar 15/05:40)
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satellite TV would be postponed.
The broadeasting committee had
wanted to implement the controver-
sial channel-numbering rule to make
channel numbers on cable/sat TV sim-
ilar to those on other broadcast plat-
forms. This would make it easier for
everyone to remember channel num-
bers, as 1-36 would have had to be
reserved fordigital TV on all platforms.
Channels1-12 would be allocated to
public-service programmes, channels

13-15 to children’s and family pro-
grammes, channels 16-22 to news,
channels 23-29to standard-definition
variety programmes and channels 30-
36 to high-definition variety content.

Suphab Kleekachai, president of
the Digital Terrestrial TV Business
Club, said he would discuss this issue
with otherterrestrial-based digital TV
broadcasters and what impact the
postponement of the new rule would
have.

“After meeting with our members,
we will soon meet with the broadcast-
ing regulator on the possibility of
implementing the new rule;” he said.
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