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Thailand’s Candidature for ITU Council
For the term 2027-2030

The Kingdom of Thailand presents its candidature for re-election to the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU) Council for Region E (Asia and Australasia) for the term
2023-2026, at the elections to be held during the forthcoming ITU Plenipotentiary Conference in
Bucharest, Qatar from 9 — 27 November 2026.

A long-standing Member State of the ITU for more than 100 years (1883), Thailand grows together
with the ITU community. Major achievements we have proudly made at the ITU include the ITU
Council membership since 1973, a home of the ITU Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific since
1992, and the Chairmanship of the ITU Council during 1994-1996. To date, Thailand maintains its
contribution to the work of ITU to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

To transform towards Digital Thailand, the Digital Economy and Society Development Plan (2018-
2037), a 20-year national digital landscape strategy, has been implemented by various sectors. The
plan involves six key strategies which include (1) building country-wide high-capacity digital
infrastructure; (2) boosting the digital economy; (3) creating a knowledge-driven digital society; (4)
transforming into an integrated digital government; (5) developing a skilled digital workforce; and
(6) enhancing trust and confidence in the use of digital technology.

To promote digital development and ensure sufficient spectrum to meet demand for the benefits of
the public, the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) has developed
Thailand’s IMT Spectrum Roadmap for 2024-2028. This plan, which aligns with the revisions made
to the Radio Regulations at World Radiocommunication Conference 2023, outlines future spectrum
allocations into four categories which include (1) spectrum that is about to expire; (2) vacant
spectrum; (3) spectrum that is still in the preparation process for allocation; and (4) spectrum that is
still being studied. The first and second categories, which include six spectrum bands: 850MHz,

1500MH2, 1800MHz, 2100MHz, 2300MHz, and 26GHz, will be auctioned first in order to ensure
optimized use of IMT bands and improve service quality for the public. The 3500MHz will be
auctioned after being thoroughly studied in order to develop private 5G network for industries and
enterprises.

To accommodate the growing demand of high-speed Internet and to better the quality of life for
people in Thailand, 5G National Strategy has been set up by the National 5G Committee. The
Committee aims to boost the application of 5G technology in the whole economy by engaging a fast-
track collaboration between 5G telecom operators and relevant stakeholders to benefit the whole
society especially in the agriculture, medical, and industrial sectors.

To support deployment of 5G applications, the National 5G Committee has approved
9 pilot projects using 5G and other technologies, like AI, IoT, Cloud Computing,
Drone, which are well underway, such as (1) Smart Hospital pilot project of Siriraj,
the largest public hospital in Thailand, that will help improve healthcare services and transform
Thailand into a global ‘Medical Hub’; (2) Smart Farming projects at Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai
provinces in the North of Thailand, that will help increase productivity in agriculture. Smart hospital
initiatives have been extended to include more hospitals such as Ramathibodi Hospital.

To create Digital Opportunity for achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Goals,
“Thailand’s Net Pracharat” or Village Broadband Internet Project is the infrastructure development
project to expand high-speed Internet networks that reach all villages in the country. As all
infrastructures of Net Pracharat project, which include internet centers have been in place, along with
the training for people in rural areas, the digital literacy skills for the people in Thailand will be much
increased.

In addition to driving digital transformation, Thailand has implemented proactive measures to
address the growing threat of scams coming through communication platforms. These measures
include the mandatory re-registration of SIM cards and the requirement that mobile banking
Olf’
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customers’ registered names match the names on their mobile SIM cards, aimed at preventing
identity fraud and the use of mule accounts. Further actions include the dismantling of mobile signal
towers near border areas to cut off communication channels exploited by cross-border scam
networks. Moreover, Thailand is working in close cooperation with neighboring and international
partners to crack down on call center gangs

In close collaboration with ITU and as an active Councillor, Thailand has represented in and hosted
numerous ITU meetings, events, and conferences. The highlighted achievements are as follows:

1883
1973
1992
1994 - 1996
2012
2015-2025

2016
2016 -2019

2019

2020 - 2024

2023

2025

As of 18/4/2025

Joined ITU as Member State

Elected Member of the ITU Council

Hosted ITU Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific in Bangkok
Elected Chairman of the ITU Council

Hosted World Telecommunication/ICT Indicators Meeting

Supported ITU Plenipotentiary Resolution 70 (Rev. Dubai, 2018) to
celebrate International Girls in ICT Day

Hosted ITU Telecom World

- Supported WTDC Resolution 73 on ITU Centres of Excellence to
enhance capacity building in Asia-Pacific Region;

- Cooperated with BDT to host ITU-D related events;

¢ Hosted Asia-Pacific Regulators Roundtable and International
Training Programs

» Hosted a number of ITU Asia-Pacific CoE Trainings to support
and encourage the participation of ITU Member States with
financial limitation.

- Chair of Drafting Group in regional preparatory process for
WRC-19 and Drafting Group in ITU-R Working Party 5A,

Chair of the 1* ITU Asia Pacific Centres of Excellence (ASP CoE)
Steering Committee

Vice Chair of Working Group in regional preparatory process for
WTDC-21

Chair of Regional Development Forum for Asia and the Pacific
(RDF-ASP)

- Cooperéted with BDT to host ITU-D preparatory meetings for World
Telecommunication Development Conference 2025

* Hosted and Regional Development Forum for Asia and the
Pacific (RDF-ASP) 2025
e Hosted Regional Preparatory Meeting for Asia and Pacific
(RPM-ASP) 2025
- Chair of Regional Development Forum for Asia and the Pacific

(RDF-ASP) and Regional Preparatory Meeting for Asia and Pacific
(RPM-ASP)
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Thailand’s Commitments

As a long-standing Member State, Thailand is determined to work constructively with ITU and its
members in accordance with ITU strategic plan and adopt relevant ITU resolutions and
recommendations as internal rules and regulations.

Thailand encourages the work of the Union in reducing the global digital divide for countries like
Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and Least Developed Countries (LLDCs). Therefore,
Thailand intends to collaborate with countries with different stages of development to promote
access to digital infrastructure and digital literacy capacity building programs.

As the location of ITU Regional Office, Thailand will extend its full cooperation with ITU to address
all emerging issues and strengthen its regional presence.

It is our strong determination that to be a member of the Council in the next four years, Thailand
will do our utmost to ascertain that, ITU Constitution and Convention as well as PP resolutions are
followed ~ while ensuring that ITU adapts to the changing of times
with efficient and transparent resource management.

Thailand is strongly committed to support the work and activities of ITU and hopes to transform
ITU into an agile and transparent organization that is fit-for-purpose and fit-for-the-future.
Thailand is determined to assume an active role as a member of the Council in order to support ITU
resources management improvement in terms of transparency and efficiency. Thailand’s role in the
Council will remain focused on key strategic and financial matters, along with matters benefiting
countries with different stages of development.

If re-elected to the ITU Council, Thailand pledges to continue working closely with ITU and ITU
members in order to harness ICTs and digital ~innovations while seeking
to contribute to the achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
for the benefits of all.

As of 18/4/2025
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