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Headline: Free World Cup broadcasts: From ‘must-have’ to 'no have’

Clip: Full Color

Free World Cup broadcasts:
From ‘must-have’ to ‘no have’

TOR CHITTINAND

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) has
dropped the Fifa World Cup from the list
of “must-have” sports events.

According to yesterday’s edition of
the Government Gazette, the NBTC has
decided that starting from the 2026 World
Cup finals, the popular tournamentwill no
longer be among the “must-have” sports
events that have to be made available to
the Thai public for viewing via terrestrial
TV channels.

The development cuts the number of
legally free-to-watch sports events to six
tournaments, namely the SEA Games,
Asean Para Games, Asian Games, Asian
Para Games, Olympic Games, and Para-
lympic Games.

The main reasons why the World Cup
has been removed from the list are its
high royalty fee along with the absence
of the Thai national team in the finals,
making most Thai people regard it as a
tutile investment.

The “must-have” provision in the law
makes it compulsory to have live broad-
casts through free-to-air TV channels for
important sports events.

KIRINS STRENGTHEN SQUAD

Muang Thong United have finalised their
squad for the new season by acquiring
Melvyn Lorenzen from BG Pathum United

News ID: C-250625001010 (25 Jun 25/04:44)

& www.dataxet.co

Melvyn Lorenzen.
on a permanent basis.

The Kirins announced yesterday that
they have strengthened their roster by
making German-Ugandan player Loren-
zen's deal permanent after he impressed
the club management with his perfor-
mances while on loan in the second half
of the 2024-2025 season.

Lorenzen has so far played 20 matches
for Muang Thong United, scoring eight
goals and providing five assists.

Rangsan Viwatchaichok will coach the
Kirins in the new season.
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