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Board deadlock risks
urgent telecom issues

Regulator to mull
digital TV roadmap

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The continued leadership crisis at the
National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission’s (NBTC)
board threatens to delay decisions on
anumber of urgentregulatory matters,
including two high-profile agendas
with potentially significant implica-
tions for Thailand’s digital TV broad-
casting and satellite industries.

Among the 52 urgent matters out of
188 agenda items awaiting the NBTC
board’s consideration are the digital
TV roadmap and a proposed national
streaming platform, as well as a pro-
posal by National Telecom (NT) con-
cerning the continued use of Thaicom
4 satellite capacity.

The board meeting was called off
again yesterday for the sixth time in a
row due to lack of a quorum after some
commissioners boycotted the session

over the qualification ruling against
chairman Dr Sarana Boonbaichai-
yapruck. The previous five meetings
were aborted on the same grounds.

The next board meetings are
scheduled for Sept 2, 3, 9, 10, 16, 17
and 23.

A source at NBTC who requested
anonymity said the latest disruption
highlights the growing regulatory
uncertainty facing telecom and broad-
casting operators as well as industry
stakeholders, with the board unable
to deal with a mounting backlog
of decisions.

The digital TV roadmap, which
includes plans related to the develop-
mentofanational streaming platform,
is considered strategically important
as Thailand’s broadcasting industry
transitions from conventional digital
terrestrial TV to internet-based distri-
bution and streaming services.

The roadmap would also address
the expiration of digital TV broadcast-
ing licences in 2029,

The regulator’s delay in finalising
a comprehensive roadmap means
an uncertain timetable for regulatory

decisions and the proposed digital TV
national streaming platform.

In June, the NBTC board unani-
mously approved a draft of the third
Digital TV master plan after the issue
remained pending for more than two
years. The board also approved in prin-
ciple developing a national stream-
ing platform.

However, the draft remainsin limbo
as it was sentto NBTC management for
further study for 30 days before sub-
mission to the board for consideration.

The roadmap includes details
related to broadcasting licences, oper-
ation, as well as spectrum migration
and auction methods.

Under current legislation, licences
and spectrum use must be reissued
through an auction process.

However, the board is exploring
whether a transition from an auction-
based model to another spectrum allo-
cation model could effectively lower
costs for operators.

The source said the delay is caus-
ing a massive impact given the rapid
transformation of Thailand’s media
landscape, as traditional broadcasters

compete with global and domestic
streaming platforms for audiences,
advertising revenue and content.

Another urgent matter involves
Thaicom 4 satellite services, with NT
seeking an extension allowing the
satellite system to continue operating
until September.

The NBTC already granted two pre-
vious extensions for the continued use
of Thaicom 4.

NT recently granted a lifespan
extension for Thaicom 4 until the end
of September, though the NBTC needs
to acknowledge this move.

NBTC acting secretary-general Trai-
rat Viriyasirikul said earlier other urgent
agenda issues include complaints
about telecom services, phone number
allocation and requests for permission
to connect telecom networks.

The boardroom deadlock began last
month when the NBTC selection panel
disqualified Dr Sarana, ruling he failed
to resign from posts prohibited by the
NBTC law before the deadline.

Prime Minister Anutin Charnvira-
kul later sought a royal command to
remove Dr Sarana from the office.
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