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TELECOM

NBTC board rejects most USO projects

SUCHIT LEESA-NGUANSUK

The board of the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Com-
mission (NBTC) recently approved
only three out of 15 Universal Service
Obligation (USO) projects submitted
by its office.

A source on the NBTC board who
requested anonymity said of the 15
projects proposed under the 4th USO
Plan (2023-2025), only three were
approved, five were rejected and seven
were sent back for revisions.

This means most projects did not
align with the current environment nor
adequately address current problems,
the source said.

The 15 projects required a budget

of more than 18 billion baht.

Among the approved projects was
the provision of high-speed internet
services to disabled and disadvan-
taged groups for five years, with a
budget of 1.06 billion baht.

Another was the development of
the Thailand Telecommunications
Relay Service project, with a budget
of 284 million baht, proposed by the
International Foundation for People
with Disabilities in collaboration with
the National Science and Technology
Development Agency.

Among the rejected projects was the
development of telecom networks to
connect digital agriculture centres,
budgeted for 2.88 billion baht under
the supervision of the agriculture and
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cooperatives permanent secretary.

Another unsuccessful project was
the expansion of high-speed internet
networks and equipment for “life and
property safety’, budgeted for 2.77
billion baht under the Office of the
National Digital Economy and Soci-
ety Commission.

Among the projects requiring revi-
sion was the creation of a motion cap-
ture dataset of Thai sign language, with
a budget of 350 million baht.

Another was the expansion of
high-speed internet networks and
equipment for the development and
equitable provision of services to the
public, budgeted for 1 billion baht over
five years.

The source said this project lacks

clarity in targeted areas for network
expansion and may overlap with areas
already served, raising concerns about
the project’s sustainability.

Other projects requiring revision
include the provision of high-speed
internet services inunderserved areas,
budgeted for 1.88 billion baht for five
years. This project also suffered from
a lack of clarity in targeted areas for
internet service provision and may
overlap with areas already served,
added the source.

A project to provide 5G telecom
services for security, budgeted for 500
million baht, and a project to manage
data usage to prevent crime, estimated
at980 million baht, were also sent back
for revisions.
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