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Headline: Court clears 4 in World Cup trial

Court clears
4 in World
Cup trial

CHAIRITH YONPIAM

The Central Criminal Court for
Corruption and Misconduct Cases
yesterday acquitted four National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission (NBTC) board
members facing accusations over
a 600-million-baht subsidy for the
World Cup 2022 broadcasting rights.

The court lifted the charges
against ACM Thanaphun Raichar-
oen, Pirongrong Ramasoota, Suphat
Suphachalasai and Somphob Phuri-
wikraipong due to lack of evidence,
according to the warrant.

It did the same for deputy
NBTC secretary-general Phu-
misit Mahawetsri.

Trairat Viriyasirikul, acting secre-
tary-general of the NBTC, raised the
accusations against the five for mal-
feasance and negligence of duty for
breaching the so-called “Must Have,
Must Carry” rule regarding the 2022
Fifa World Cup broadcast licensing.

The NBTC approved an allocation
of 600 million baht from its Univer-
sal Service Obligation fund to the
Sports Authority of Thailand (SAT)
for the 1.4-billion-baht purchase of
the broadcasting rights for the World
Cup under the “must-have” rule that
permits the free and equal right to
broadcast a programme.

However, the SAT later made a
memorandum of understanding
(MoU) with a third party (True Cor-
poration), which was regarded as a
major sponsor, on the match licens-
ing. As a result, the MoU prevented
television stations from gaining the
same opportunity to broadcast all
of the matches live, breaching the
“must-carry” rule SAT made with
the NBTC.

Mr Trairat was later met with a
disciplinary probe in June 2023
for his involvement in the subsidy
allocation to the SAT that may have
breached legal measures and the
NBTC announcement.

The four defendants approved the
probe against him.
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