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Headline: Joint team cracks down on illegal cross-border cables

Clip: Full Color

TELECOM

Joint team cracks down on illegal cross-border cables

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
plansto sign amemorandum of under-
standing with the Department of High-
ways to jointly inspect and suppress
theillegal laying of cross-border cable
networks utilised by cybercriminals.

The inspections are to focus on the
illegal laying of cable networks that
provide international telecom service,
coveringareas around 17 cross-border
bridges nationwide.

The move represents another effort
by Thailand'’s state agencies to crack
down on illegal telecom and internet
links near border areas that support
rampant technology-related crime.

Trairat Viriyasirikul, acting secre-
tary-general of the NBTC, said the
regulator’s officials, together with
police officers in Nong Khai and from
Technology Crime Investigation Divi-
sion 3, recently inspected an illegal
cable installation at the first Thai-Lao
Friendship Bridge.

He said latelast year the NBTC office
and related authorities inspected the
area close to the bridge and found
the illegal installation of cables linked
to Laos.

The regulator has since returned
to carry out another inspection at the

same site.

The NBTC and the joint opera-
tion team also requested telecom
licence holders to add tags to their

cross-border cable networks to
clearly identify their ownership of
said networks.

During a second inspection of the

area around the first Thai-Lao Friend-
ship Bridge, the team found wireless
antenna equipment, or awireless link
dish, at one hotel facing Laos. This

hotel is located 1.24 kilometres away
from the border.

The team also found a similar dish
at a commercial building located
7.75km from the border.

Another dish was found at a
commercial building located 936
metres from the border. This dish
had the capability of transmitting an
internet signal over a distance of up
to 30km.

Mr Trairat said if such a dish were
installed near the border, it would be
logical to suspect it of being used to
transmit internet signals across the
border, allowing the signal to be used
for cybercrime or tech-related crime.

If found guilty, defendants face a
maximum fine of 100,000 baht or a
prison term of up to five years, or both,
under the Radio Communications Act
of 1955.
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& www.dataxet.co

He said Nong Khai province was the
fifth area the joint team visited during
its inspections this month of radio sta-
tions and telecom services along the
country’s borders nationwide.

Late last year the joint
team inspected the
area close to the first
Thai-Lao Friendship
Bridge and found the
illegal installation of
cables linked to Laos.

TRAIRAT VIRIYASIRIKUL
Acting secretary-general, NBTC

The NBTC and
joint operations
team inspect
suspicious
telecom

equipment
located on the

A agt in Nong Khai.
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Hope dies in Thailand’s broken system

QUESTION MARKS
Sanitsuda

Ekachai :
A~

woman, stunned, her husband
holding her hand as she walks
down the courthouse stairs.

Prof Pirongrong Ramasoota, a
respected scholar and commis-
sioner of the National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC), has
been sentenced to two years in jail. Her crime?
Having a dispute with a corporate giant during
her work as a state media regulator.

The ruling against Prof Pirongrong, a
commissioner at the NBTC, has had societal
impacts far and wide.

The court and the plaintiff, True ID, a
streaming platform under True Corporation
and part of Thailand’s largest conglomerate,
CP Group, may have their reasons. Yet, the
public reaction might not be benevolent to the
winner. Netizens seemed to perceive the law-
suit as a play by the status quo. Some disgrun-
tled supporters of Prof Pirongrong — known
for her work in consumer protection, even
posted on social media that they planned
to cancel contracts with True and avoid the
conglomerate’s convenience stores.

Such a reaction is a symptom of the bigger
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social problems in Thailand, where inequality
is deeply entrenched, and the state is per-
ceived as favouring big business and invest-
ment. When everything — from the air we
breathe to the food we put in our mouths to
the internet — is controlled by a few, it doesn't
help that people feel trapped.

Big business doesn't grow without a
controversial footprint on the environment.
Since the 1980s, prawn farms have wiped out
mangroves while forests have been burnt and
cleared to accommodate mass plantations.
The seaisn’t spared — trawlers scoop up
“trash fish” to supply animal feed, wrecking
marine life.

While big businesses access natural
resources in a quasi-laissez-faire manner,
when disaster strikes, small farmers and hill
communities are blamed for clearing trees
and setting fires.

And what if you speak out? You risk being
sued. Ask Biothai, now in court for expos-
ing the cataclysmic impact of Blackchin
tilapia — an alien species that is taking over
rivers, wiping out local fish, and damaging
ecosystems.

Prof Pirongrong’s sentence is indeed just
one of many recent events that leave me hope-
less about change. Another? The gutting of the
Indigenous and Ethnic Protection Bill.

For generations, indigenous communi-
ties — hill tribes, Moken sea nomads, forest
dwellers — have been branded as squatters,
evicted, and jailed. They've faced violence and

Indigenous

villagers in Tak

province protest

on March 13,

2023, against a

government

. mega-project to

divert water from

rivers in the

~— North to increase
~ the water volume

in the Bhumibol

" Dam in Tak

~ province and the

' Hat Gyi Dam in

Myanmar. APINYA

WIPATAYOTIN

Page: 1/3

¥ help@dataxet.co Z
P@ S

€ Dataxet Thailand

=



Bangkok Post

Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,331

Section: First Section/OPINION
Date: Friday 28 February 2025

Volume: - No: -

Col.Inch: 110.93 Ad Value: 147,647.83
Column: QUESTION MARKS: Hope dies in Thailand’s broken system

Page: 9(Top)

PRValue (x3): 442,943.49 Clip: Full Color

discrimination simply for existing. The bill
aimed to recognise their existence and rights.
Instead, it was annihilated.

Government and right-wing politicians
lined up to attack this draft law. As a journal-
ist who has witnessed state violence against
indigenous forest dwellers throughout my

career, I find the lies infuriating,

But imagine their pain — told they don’t
exist, hearing powerful people insist there are
no indigenous peoples here, only the Thai
race.

Opponents spread fear, claiming the bill
would let indigenous groups take over forests
and that their existence threatens national
security, corroding Thai unity.

The result? The term “indigenous people”
was erased from the draft bill. Cultural protec-
tion zones? Scrapped. Their hope for dignity
— gone.

For those who have spent their lives
protecting nature, struggling to be seen and
heard, trying to reclaim the dignity stolen
from them — while being trapped in poverty
by discrimination — this was another painful
betrayal.

The irony? Many of these right-wing
politicians are themselves descendants of
Chinese immigrants. So, who gets to define
“Thainess”?

And the loudest voices against the bill?
They have mining interests. They're worried
— ifindigenous communities have a say, they
might just say no to mining, It is such an irony
that the government and some lawmakers do
not seem to worry about the policy ofletting
mining companies explore and excavate in
pristine forests.

So, it is laughable when forest authorities
oppose the bill in the name of conservation.
They never say no to mining or mega-dams
in national parks. But when local communi-
ties build small eco-resorts, suddenly, it’s a
problem.

It must be noted that just one political
party, the People’s Party — the latest incarna-
tion of the dissolved Move Forward Party,
supported the bill. That should be a reason
for hope. But no — not after this progressive
party pushed to weaken laws against destruc-
tive fishing, choosing trawlers over marine
conservation.

Their excuse? The laws were introduced
under a military dictatorship, so they need
to be undone. Never mind that the fishing
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industry has a long history of illegal fishing
practices and slave labour. The crackdown,
forced by European Union pressure, worked.
The sea is healthier. Now, the People's Party
wants to undo that progress in the name of
democracy.

This is the party that struck a chord with the
public, promising deep reform in all sectors.
Real change takes time, and people are willing
to wait — because hope keeps them going.

This week, the Senate made the right move
by vetoing part of this draft law due to its
destructive fishing method and sending the
draft back to MPs to revise.

Therefore, protecting the sea is something
the People’s Party can do right now. What
hope do we have if the only political force
you've pinned your hopes on sides with big
business? You feel betrayed, angry, then
hopeless.

Small fisherfolk continue to fight for sus-
tainable seas. Indigenous communities keep
pushing back against discrimination. They
don't have the luxury of giving up. Butin a
system designed to serve big players, their
struggle is uphill especially when the state is
the mastermind of this entrenched inequality.

Yet, the rot runs deep. Decades of autocratic
centralisation and corruption have created a
bureaucracy that serves power, not people.
Noblesse oblige is dead — if it ever existed.

Still believe in it? Ask Prof Pirongrong.
Better yet, ask Maj Gen Paveen Pongsirin.
He’s in exile in Australia — forced to flee for
his safety. His relentless pursuit to expose
Rohingya trafficking networks made too many
powerful people nervous.

Take note. Emeritus Prof Pirongrong faces
prison for her actions as commissioner of
the NBTC regulating the telecom industry,
while murky Chinese businessman “Tu Hao',
accused of transnational crime, money laun-
dering, and drug trafficking, walks free due to
“lack of evidence”.

What kind of legal system we are in?

For years, the Chinese government has
warned Thailand about Chinese scam syndi-
cates, sending information and urging action.

Arrests are rare, and when they occur, they're
just another tool for corrupt police to extort
money.

The biggest victims of these trafficking net-
works are Chinese citizens. That's why China
took matters into its own hands, sending a
team led by Assistant Minister Liu Zhongyi to
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shut them down.

Only when the pressure became unbeara-
ble did they act — cutting electricity, internet,
and fuel to the scam compounds, something
that should have been done long ago.

The state response has been reluctant and
even doubtful. A high-ranking police officer
claimed only one was a victim — the rest
had willingly joined scam cities! A pathetic
attempt to dodge accountability. The day after,
police said 3% of the workers were scammers.
In the latest update, police used the word
again, saying most of the returned victims are
part of the scam gangs.

Admit it. Our system is rotten to the core.
Greased by corruption, it protects those who
can pay their way out. Reform movements
slam into political and bureaucratic walls,
going nowhere.

And who pays the price? Ordinary people.

People choking on toxic haze.

Farmers watching their soil die.

Fisherfolk seeing their livelihoods vanish as
the seas are ravaged.

Scam victims losing everything.

Indigenous communities trapped in
poverty.

Young people losing hope — and leaving.

There's no grand conspiracy, just a web of
self-interest so vast that no single fight can
untangle it. The bureaucracy, oligarchies,
courts, and political elite—they're all cogs in
the same unyielding machine.

And so the country drifts. Stagnant. Interna-
tionally disgraced. Its people losing faith.

If there’s a way forward, it's impossible to see
it from this dark, airless pit.

Sanitsuda Ekachai is a former editorial pages
editor. She writes on human rights, gender, and
Thai Buddhism.
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