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Defiant TOT
vows to hold
onto spectrum

State telecom targets
revenue of B23bn

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

TOT Plcinsists its mobile business could
generate annual revenue of 22.8 billion
baht if it can maintain the rights to use
the 900-megahertz spectrum.

The state telecom plans to provide
both second-generation (2G) and 3G
mobile service in a bid to sustain its rev-
enue growth.

TOT expects to develop services
via 18,518 telecom towers nationwide,
with 13,198 under its 2G concession
and the remaining 5,320 under its own
3G network, acting president Monchai
Noosong said.

TOT previously granted Advanced Info
Service Plc (AIS) a 25-year concession
for 2G mobile service on the 900-MHz
spectrum, but the concession ended
last Wednesday.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)
ordered AIS to continue its service for 2.4
million 2G users for another four months.

The regulator is set to auction two
licences on the 900-MHz spectrum
on Dec 15, each containing 10 MHz
of bandwidth.

Mr Monchai said TOT had the right
to use the 900-MHz spectrum, as it was
given permission to operate it with-
out an expiry date 20 years ago by the
defunct national spectrum management
committee, which was under the Trans-
port Ministry.

TOT's management and labour union
have voiced opposition to the NBTC's
planned auction.

They plan a legal challenge on the
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basis that the regulator has no authority
to auction the 900-MHz spectrum.

Mr Monchai said if TOT were allowed
to keep the spectrum for providing mobile
services on its own, the company could
have a new revenue stream.

TOT also operates 3G service on its
own 2100-MHz network via only 5,320
3G base stations. The number of active
users is only 100,000.

AIS has yet to transfer the 13,198 tel-
ecom towers under its 2G concession to
TOT. The mobile concession requires the
concession holder to transfer telecom
assets to the concession owner under the
build-transfer-operate condition.

TOT also needs 3,700 telecom towers
that AIS has operated for 3G service on
the 900-MHz network.

It said each 900-MHz network tower
under the concession must be transferred
to TOT.

“So when the transfer of the 900-Mhz
network is completed, TOT will have
13,198 2G telecom towers plus the 3,700
towers of 3G network and our 5,320 base
stations of TOT3G,” Mr Monchai said.

He said the 900-MHz spectrum and
TOT’s 2100-MHz spectrum would make
TOT a mobile operator providing 2G
and 3G services supported by 22,218 tel-
ecom towers.

TOT expects the remaining 2.4 million
2G users will generate revenue of 4.8 bil-
lion baht a year, while it will ask AIS to pay
annual roaming fees of 18 billion.

“We're not in a dream, although we
accept we are lacking marketing effi-
ciency,” Mr Monchai said.

“We believe the 900-MHz spectrum
should be developed by TOT for further
service, not be returned for auction.”

TOT will be an attractive 2G mobile
operator for low-income users as well as
a choice for 3G mobile service that has
enough telecom networks, he added.
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TOT may sue to stop planned spectrum auction

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

TOT is considering suing the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NBTC) to stop the planned
auction of 900 megahertz licences
on grounds that it has the right to
hold the spectrum until 2025.

Yesterday, TOT’s executive
team led by acting president
Montchai Noosong met with
TOT staff at its head office on
Chaeng Wattana Road to explain
TOT’s stance on the 900MHz
issue.

In1990, TOT granted a 25-year
concession to use the 900 mega-
hertz spectrum to Advanced Info

Service (AIS) and it expired on
September 30.

The NBTC plans to auction two
900MHzlicences on December 15
or in mid-November.

Montchai said he and TOT’s
executive team would operate the
900MHz mobile phone businessif
TOT could keep the spectrum. The
operating cost would be only about
Bt1 billion per year.

“We admit that in the past we
may have done wrong due to some
external factors. We already
learned a costly lesson over the 25
years with huge damages over a
hundred billion baht.

“If we get the right to operate
the 900M Hz spectrum, we will not
repeat the mistakes again,”
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Montchai said in response to the
question from TOT employees on
what management has done over
the past 25 years to solve the
900MHz issue.

TOT found that total network
assets under the concession were
Bt180 billion but their value was
only Bt19 billion after deprecia-
tion, he said.

TOT is hurrying to finish this
month the inspection of 700,000
pieces of equipment that AIS
transferred to it under the conces-
sion.

Ttis considering settling the dis-
pute over ownership of 13,000
telecom towers under the conces-
sion with AIS. The dispute is now
with an arbitration panel.

TOT consulted the State
Enterprise Policy Office (Sepo) to
see if the business partner models
proposed by five potential partners
were subject to the public-private
joint venture law.

This means TOT's plan to seek
strategic partnersisexpected tobe
delayed for six to eight months,
pending the reply from Sepo on
the matter.

Yesterday, TOT executives also
told 20,000 staff they were in for
atough year with ahugelossloom-
ing, and they would not be getting
bonusesthisyear. TOT has report-
ed a Bt1.3 billion loss for the first
eight months of this year.

AIS’ stock yesterday dropped
3.10 per cent to close at Bt219.
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Broadcasters
turn to local
sports for
rise in ratings

SOCCER MATCHES
FEATURING THAI
TEAMS ARE BIG DRAW

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

SOME TELEVISION broadcasters
are turning their attention to local
sporting events to boost their rat-
ings amid fierce competition.

Surin Krittayaphongphun, exec-
utive vice president of Bangkok
Entertainment Company, said that
although his company’s flagship
Channel 3 was experiencing busi-
ness difficulties at present, the 3SD
and 3 Family digital channels run
by BEC’s sister company BEC-
Multimedia were enjoying positive
feedback from audiences.

“We are making 3SD into a
sport-entertainment centre.
Furthermore, we are investing
heavily in live broadcasting of
sports events in which the compa-
ny takes part as the official broad-
caster;” he said.

The live-broadcast team would
feed telecasts of sports events main-
ly for 3SD.

Recently, the company was
appointed as host broadcaster for
the 22nd Suzuki-ITTF Asian Table
Tennis Championships in Pattaya,
which ran from September 26 to
October 3. Channel 3 has also
secured broadcast rights to Uefa
Euro 2016 soccer qualifying and
MotoGP motoreycle racing.

Thairath TV is also very active in
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live broadcasting of sport tourna-
ments, particularly those of the
Thail national soccer team, because
such events gain strong interest
from the local audience. According
to Nielsen (Thailand), Thairath
TV’s rating surged to 7.5, or
4,939,460 viewers per minute, dur-
ing the live match between
Thailand and Traq in the 2018 Fifa
World Cup Russia Qualifiers on
September 8.

An analyst at the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission said Thairath
TV’s rating at that period outpaced
market leader Channel 7’s 6.51.

Apartfrom free TV broadcasters,
TrueVisions, a leading pay-TV
operator, recently announced a
Bt4.2-billion investment for broad-
casting rights to live matches of four
key soccer leaguesin the countryfor
four consecutive years, from next
year to 2020, from the Football
Association of Thailand. They are
306 live matches of the Thai
Premier League, 306 of Yamaha
League 1 (Thai Division 1 League),
114 of the Toyota League Cup and
85 of the Chang AF Club.

MCOT president Sivaporn
Chomsuwan told The Nation he
was also interested in live broad-
casts of local soccer in orderto boost
Channel 9’s ratings.

“Through our long-term part-
nership with TrueVisions, we would
like to continue our live telecasts of
the Thai Premier League and
extend that to a possible opportu-
nity of bringing otherkeylocal foot-
ball matches to ourviewers, hesaid.
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Pangkok Post
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Gateway plan
erodes trust

he reason why the government has such a huge
credibility problem over its plans to establish a
one-gateway internet system is its refusal to come
clean. From the moment the new internet plan
became public, authorities have tried to spin the
plan instead of portray it honestly. This is despite the fact that
cabinet directives have made it clear it is a security proposal.

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha’s cabinet notes said
one thing, while his ministers said something else. The public
now believes the government is working to bring the internet
under full government control, censorship and non-stop
monitoring. This is unfortunate, because there are already
real internet problems. The one-gateway proposal not only
fails to address them, but will make them even worse.

In internet parlance, a “gateway” is a physical spot where
internet material is taken in, and then fed back out to other
networks. The two-part function is what makes it a gateway.
A place where internet material stops, such as a user’s com-
puter or smartphone, is a node. According to the National
Electronics and Computer Technology Center (Nectec), Thai-
land currently has 10 major gateways which receive internet
feeds and pass them along to customers of various types
— chiefly, commercial firms including re-sellers, schools
and individuals.

One of the gateways is owned and run by CAT Telecom
Pcl. In the early days of internet, the then-Communications

News ID: C-151006001042 (6 Oct 15/06:35)

Authority of Thailand (CAT) was a government monopoly
that handled almost all long-distance telephone calls and,
therefore, the commercial side of the internet. As the internet
evolved, chiefly morphing into the worldwide web, so did
Thai communications. CAT became a company and lost its
monopoly status.

The government plans to revert to the days of the early
1990s by returning to CAT Telecom the monopoly status it
once held. This is the model established in 1954, remem-
bered very unfondly by older people as the service was unre-
liable, unnecessarily expensive, corrupt and always behind
the technology curve.

Thailand has a number of serious internet problems that
go far beyond the glacial upgrades to 3G and 4G services by
the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Com-
mission (NBTC). The country is well-known for network
insecurity; criminal hackers and spammers can easily com-
promise the system while hiding their tracks.

Internet speeds have long lagged too. Network expansion
must proceed quickly to meet the coming requirements of
4G data systems, a magnitude faster than 3G. The current ICT
minister Uttama Savanayana aims to make Thailand a dream
zone for data operations vital to any type of digital economy.
Based on its past performance, CAT Telecom cannot handle
such demands.

In addition, there is the confidence factor. No internet-
dependent company will base its operations in a place where
the government is in full charge of the internet. Mr Uttama is
stuck between a rock and a hard place. The single-gateway
system move flies in the face of his promises for a telecoms
system that domestic and international companies can trust.
Consumers also see the hypocrisy involved. Regulated com-
petition among gateways is what raises efficiency, provides
network expansion and lowers prices. A monopoly operation
does none of this.

The government could have opened its plan for public
feedback, but instead chose to veil it in secrecy. It has nothing
to with strengthening internet security, expanding access to
small businesses and individuals or providing price relief.
The credibility gap created by the government is now the
chief reason the prime minister must take the plan off the
table, put it on the shelf and not try to revive it before the
nation votes on the replacements for the military regime.

Page:

ﬁiQNewsCli}f InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330

www.ignewsclip.com

Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com

171




Section: First Section/-

li'-'UIi'jao Sudt: S9A13 6 AA1AN 2558

dn: 14 adun: 4332 WU 4(UnaN)
Ban Muang Col.Inch: 19.85  Ad Value: 25,805 PRValue (x3): 77,415 Asy: &8
Circulation: 850,000 ‘. o ﬂé’ a ¥ v o wa
ad Rate: 1,300 AINY1D: LA o FRBUANNN: doNLUWABNIR

B0 2 NN

W nasdndeunuunewua nsiilasavaglnsauuAL ﬁf@
. TASuAAUIASHILINNEISSSUYIR v

2 ¥ awva i i a

BONUNWNLWLA....Aafs audedias souamdims navz Whlssomay  “nsdndas
v o wa az‘ ' I‘ zw ar a, 2 o &

BAUNEWLA NTDLATINIEINTANUIAN ATUANMEELIENINALTTINGIR” WIONAE NIATUA

oo 5 e - o 5
rﬂﬂﬂ?ﬂ'ﬂ Nﬂ.ﬁ?uﬂﬂ??ﬂi».m_;'i@?if’;‘.‘;ﬂ@ﬂﬂ@ﬂ?ﬁ?ﬂ‘iﬂﬂ%?ﬂk 1374 ﬁaafﬁufnﬁuns el éﬁnﬂa
ngINNT

S%a212: C-151006018036 (6 6.A. 58/04:51) wu: 1/1

@QNEWGC“{; visn AulWiaaan siim 888/178 DIATINNTNUNATE Fu 17 oumniuia up9auRil wAnaiu n3amw 10330
iqnewsclip.com Tns 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 unng 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Biua: help@ignewsclip.com



Section: First Section/&§9AN

WIJV\-iIna Fudt: §9p13 6 - wadEUA 8 ganAN 2558

d9n: 21 adun: 5439 wu1: 8(718)
Pimthai ColInch: 21.75  Ad Value: 20,662.50 PRValue (x3): 61,987.50 CETTRER
Circulation: 300,000 ' . o LY v o wa
Ad Rate: 950 ATNYTD: LN, WRIKINTT: ZONUNRABNUR

ngnms

\J mstnsounwuneWaa nsrilasyvaslnsavurau =

- e

— 18sunonuideny

I

- ) _" B
- ‘-’r—
nann

L 2 A ' - U o aa L= Qs
HONLNUNBWUGL.. Ao A uteians 5a9a2715015 nan. Wulsesiueu “n15dn
HoNuNUSNTR  ncdilaseineinsanuanlFsurnudemeandesssuma” wiay

o v &£ o w a o
fan wisaesud lseadan we. aminniseygnasznaufianisinsainay o o
Soulnduns Tsousn wor qlnAa ngomwe

SWHY12: C-151006033124 (6 M.A. 58/06:10) wu 171

c{?iQNewsCli = vinm Aulwiaaan 7 888/178 prATINMINUNGTTN U 17 ouuwAuSa ursauRil AR ngamMw 10330
Ww_iqnmwp_wf Tns 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 umnti 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 BLud: help@ignewsclip.com



nasy

Thai Rath
Circulation: 1,000,000
Ad Rate: 1,600

Section: First Section/a11LAsugfalnesy

Fuit: 9m1s 6 AAAN 2558

i9: 66 atufi: 21077 w1 8(naw)
Col.Inch: 8.31 Ad Value: 13,296 PRValue (x3): 39,888
padNw: 21AwAsugia: Seladaan

Aad: 217-6n

ar 1 Vo .
Jaludaau WA aIUILY TN,
maluTatarsaumanaznisdoms (ledi)
AT INNITMIIaTUANENTIUNITAIN
nizanuided fens maimi nazianis Ins-
ANUANUHITIA (Nany.) 1NuTuN15 3R
U = ¢ i & o
lofiy 190411 2016 Futhianuiaaaiingsanis
maTulagaaaumea (lodil) szdulan uay
o 2 4 |y | v '
danuiul)1dionndaidszmalneiu
Aar | Py sr [ -
voeedldd aiddaaglag inazdonaiamiie
s i 0o
fuawny Insmnnansznadsana (loviy)
uaz nemy. luswaziduanou aadioaniany
watwgaia vindszmalneazidhuiinam
v o k24 o = b 24 -F;
daauih Iauesnind ilmudiamiduussam
Tmannuaz Ingldls: Tvninnnsiaau
fnadia. -

SWHY12: C-151006009078 (6 M.A. 58/05:32)

%7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

vinm Aulwiaaan 7 888/178 prATINMINUNGTTN U 17 ouuwAuSa ursauRil AR ngamMw 10330
Tns 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 unnG 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 &ns: help@ignewsclip.com

HU: 171




The Nation

The Nation
Circulation: 68,200
Ad Rate: 2,050

Section: Business/Business
Date: Tuesday 6 October 2015

Volume: 40 No: 54553 Page: 2B(Bottom Right)
Col.Inch: 14.43  Ad Value: 29,581.50 PRValue (x3): 88,744.50

Headline: Thailand may host ITU Telecom World event in 2016

Clip: Full Color

Thailand may host [TU
Telecom World event in 2016

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

THAILAND is considering hosting next year's “ITU
Telecom World” event in Bangkok as part of the
government's plan to promote a “digital economy”
policy.

Information and Communications Technology
Minister Uttama Savanayana yesterday met with
Thares Punsri, chairman of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission, at the NBTC office to discuss hosting
this international event. The event will focus on
the promotion of small and medium-sized enter-
prises and digital economy.

Uttama said his ministry would look into the
details before making a final decision.

Thares said the NBTC was pleased to support
the event by allocating some of its budget but had
to wait for approval from the ICT Ministry.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tantasith said
the commission would allocate about Bt200 mil-
lion to support the event under the condition that
it should be open to the public free of charge.

Thailand hosted the event for the first time in
2013 at a cost of Bt250 million under the theme of
“Embracing Change in a Digital World”. It drew
more than 6,000 participants from 153 countries.

ITU Telecom World is an annual ICT event
organised by ITU Telecom, part of the
International Telecommunication Union, the
United Nations agency responsible for ICT-related
issues.
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