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BROADCASTING

NBTC mulls emergency warnings on digital TV channel

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The National Broadcasting and Tele-
communications Commission (NBTC)
plans to integrate an emergency warn-
ing system with a digital TV network.

The regulator is also studying the
feasibility of designating a new digital
TV channel called Channel 1 as a dis-
aster warning channel.

According to an initial technical
survey, a trial of the early warning
system on digital TV broadcasting net-
works known as multiplexers (MUX)
can be conducted on the networks of
the Royal Thai Army’s TV station and
Thai PBS’s (TPBS) networks.

The role of MUX is to aggregate
digital TV programmes for licence
holders and beam such programmes
to viewers.

The MUX networks of the army and
TPBS cover roughly 88% of all terres-
trial TV viewers.

The move tolink digital TV channels
with the early warning system came
after a meeting on April 4 between the
NBTC and representatives of agencies
responsible for disaster warnings to
follow up on the progress of disaster
warnings on TV channels.

The agencies comprised the Digi-
tal Economy and Society Ministry, the
Department of Disaster Prevention

and Mitigation, the Government
Public Relations Department, digital
TV operators, the Royal Thai Army’s
TV station, and TPBS.

Pirongrong Ramasoota, the NBTC
commissioner responsible for TV
broadcasting, said an early warning
system on the digital TV network can

distribute images and audio data cov-
ering a wide area.

The system can warn the entire
country simultaneously or target spe-
cific areas, she said.

The public can receive early warmn-
ing messages while watching digital
TV programmes.

The NBTC has held discussions with
relevant agencies about an early warn-
ing system since the end of 2024.

The army previously contacted
the NBTC to test and develop the
system, then conducted initial tests
in a closed system.

After that, a working group was
appointed to study and prepare for

the development of the early warning
systemvia a digital TV network in early
2025, led by the NBTC.

An early warning system on TV is
meant to support the development of
a disaster warning system on mobile
phones, known as a cell broadcasting
system, noted the regulator.

The NBTC board meeting in Sep-
tember 2024 decided to allow the Royal
Thai Army TV station to use a broad-
casting frequency to test airing disaster
warnings on Channel 1.

The trial has yet to start because
a memorandum of understanding
among all related agencies has not
been signed.

An early warning system on the digital TV
network can distribute images and audio data

covering a wide area.

PIRONGRONG RAMASOOTA
Gommissioner, NBTC
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