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Mustn’t forget

Re: “Ins and outs of the ‘must have’ rule,’
(Business, April 5).

Since the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) agreed in principle to remove
the “must have” rule last month, its act-
ing secretary-general Trairat Viriyasiri-
kul said the public might want to keep
some sporting events under the “must
have” rule regardless. Last year, the
NBTC spending 600 million baht spon-
soring the Qatar Fifa world cup tourna-
ments was considered to be misusing
public (taxpayer) funds which ought
to have been spent in development. It
should be the last time that happens and
don’t repeat that wrong again, no matter
what the public hearing results are.

JAMES DEBENTURES

Political hijinks

Re: “Lots of promises as big day ap-
proaches,” (BP, April 2).
Election season in Thailand is full
of surprises. The Thai landscape gets
infested with posters, billboards with
fancy pictures, and placards glorifying
candidates as saviours of the nation.
Thai politicians are a unique species
that start croaking like frogs. Some turn
into chameleons changing colours and
hopping from one party to another. All
their agendas and manifestos are like

lucrative offers in shopping malls. They
promote “90% Off” on everything to
deceive credulous voters.

Politics in Thailand is no different
than what we see in Western countries.
With so many alleged cases of womanis-
ing, bribery, hush money, and corrup-
tion, some people in the USA still think
that the likes of Mr Trump can “Make
America Great Again.” Nikita Khrush-
chev put it rightly: “Politicians are the
same all over. They promise to build
bridges even when there are no rivers.’

KULDEEP NAGI

Bad tourists

Re: “TAT downplays China woes,” (Busi-
ness, April 4).

There is no doubt about it: the Chi-
nese tourists are back in their hoards.

Thai friends of mine from Surin and
Sa Kaeo visited me last weekend, and
we decided to spend a couple of days
on Koh Samet island. At Ban Phe pier,
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we encounter two busloads of Chinese
tourists blocking the entrance to the
pier as their tour leader addressed them
through a loud-hailer. They were imper-
vious to our requests to move through.

When it was time to board the ferry,
they pushed, shoved and elbowed
their way onto the boat first, seem-
ingly alarmed that it might leave with-
out them.

Later, we were enjoying the relative
peace and quiet of Sai Kaew Beach
when a hoard of them marched down
the beach, led by their guide holding a
Chinese flag and shouting directions
through his loud-hailer.

They decided to occupy the beach
chairs next to us. One woman was
speaking on her phone loudly. The oth-
ers seemed incapable of talking to each
other at normal level, and to our ears
it sounded as though they were shout-
ing at each other. The final straw was a
ghetto blaster, which one of them turned
on and played at full volume.

In the 1960s the term “Ugly Ameri-
cans” was used to describe American
tourists. Later the Japanese took over
the title. In 2023, there is no doubt about
it: the ugly tourists are the Chinese. I
suggest that Chinese tour guides only be
licensed when they have been through
a cultural orientation course and are
trained to at least try to rein in the more
extreme behaviour of their charges.

DAVID BROWN
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