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BROADCASTING

Peace TV cops new freeze order

POST REPORTERS

The National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC) yester-
day decided to suspend the broadcasting
licence of the red shirt-affiliated Peace TV
for 30 days for airing programmes with con-
tent seen as dividing society.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tan-
tasith said the board agreed that if Peace
TV, the satellite-based television channel
linked to the United Front for Democracy
against Dictatorship, failed to comply then
it would face harsh administrative action.

He said the suspension order stemmed

from the airing of four programmes includ-
ing Khao Chai Trong Kan Na and Yip Khao
Ma Khuiduringlate March and early April
this year.

The programmes were deemed to
contain content that could cause public
disorder, he said, adding they were also
against an earlier administrative order
and a signed agreement requiring the
broadcaster to comply with the National
Council for Peace and Order’s announce-
ments. In August last year the NBTC's board
suspended Peace TV’s licence for amonth
on similar grounds.

Meanwhile, Mr Takorn said the telecom
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regulator’s board also agreed its chair-
man should give the secretary-general
the authority to suspend advertisements
deemed unlawful.

He said the decision was aimed at fast-
tracking the removal of ads for substandard
food supplements and cosmetics products
after they are reviewed by the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA).

Mr Takorn said normal procedures
require controversial content to be screened
by a sub-committee on consumer protec-
tion which will work with the FDA. Under
the fast-track approach, ads are suspended
until reviews are finalised.
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True may pass on spec

EXCLUSIVE

-um bid

A source says the company has no time to secure B37.45bn in
minimum funding for the auction. By Komsan Tortermvasana

est mobile operator, might not join

the planned 1800-megahertz spec-
trum auction in August unless the bidding
is postponed by at least three months, a
delay that would help the company raise
the necessary funds for the 37.45-billion-
baht minimum reserve price, says an indus-
try source.

“We are urging the NBTC to postpone
the auction by another three months,” the
source said.

True Move will not have enough time
to secure the minimum 37.45-billion-baht
reserve price of each 1800MHzlicence (for
30MHz of bandwidth of download and
upload), the source said.

True Move’s bid budget needs to be
approved by its existing creditors, share-
holders and board of directors. Raising its
registered capital would require a similar
string of approvals.

The source said True Move previously
talked with mobile leader Advanced Info
Service (AIS) to persuade it to write a
letter on the postponement issue. True
Move submitted its letter to the secretary-
general of the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC)
yesterday.

While True Move’s top executives signed
the letter, their counterparts at AIS failed

T rue Move, the country’s second-larg-

www.ignewsclip.com

to do so as originally planned. The auc-
tion’s postponement, therefore, was not
listed as an urgent item at yesterday’s
NBTC meeting.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tanta-
sith told the Bangkok Post that he did not

receive any letter or proposal

bandwidth) and a lifetime of 15 years. The
37.45-billion-baht reserve priceis based on
the winning price of the previous 1800MHz

licence auction in 2015.
Under the existing timeline of the
1800MHz auction, the NBTC will dissemi-
nate the auction’s conditions

from the mobile operators.

The same source said
True Move and AIS have
carried heavy financial
burdens since winning
licences for the 1800MHz
and 900MHz spectra during
the 2015 auctions.

But AIS’s balance sheet
is decidedly healthier than
True Move’s, with a lower
debt-to-equity ratio and a
higher return oninvestment.

The NBTC plans to auc-
tion a total of 90MHz of
bandwidth (upload and
download) on the 1800MHz spectrum for
three licences, each containing 30MHz of
bandwidth (upload and download).

The portion of the 1800MHz spectrum
now run by Total Access Communication
(DTAC) under CAT Telecom'’s 2G conces-
sion will expire on Sept 15.

Each 1800MHz licence has a reserve
price of 37.45 billion baht (for 30MHz of

News ID: C-180510001014 (10 May 18/05:38)
‘?"iQNewsClip“

#= 02-253-5001, 02-651-4701

Takorn: Operators’ mobile
proposals weren’t received

to the public and invite inter-
ested bidders to take part via
all channels between May 15
and June 14. All interested
bidders must submit bid
documents to the NBTC's
office on June 15.

The NBTC will name
qualified bidders on Aug 2
after the verification process.
The auction is scheduled for
Aug 4.

True Move's request
suggests that this year’s
1800MHz auction may
be less competitive than
expected by the NBTC, the source said.

“DTAC is now seen as the most probable
bidder for the upcoming 1800MHz auc-
tion, as it needs to ensure it has enough
spectrum capacity and band variety to pro-
vide mobile service in the long term,” said
another industry veteran.

DTAC is the only major operator that
failed to secure any licences in the 2015

Page: 1/2
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(tn?)
AUCTION FOR 90MHZ OF BANDWIDTH (é) gn
ON THE 1800MHZ SPECTRUM

The auction is set for Aug 4 at 10am

T e et
Sach S0MHz B37.45bn per licence,

1st slot: Covers the 1740-1755MHz increasing in B75m increments

and 1835-1850MHz frequency (0.2% of the reserve price).
'r.a nges _______________________________ Bid guarantee Licence payment terms Requirement of network
2nd slot: Covers the 1755-1770MHz BL.87bn (5% of the reserve price), roll-out

and 1850-1865MHz frequency

s plus B5.61bn reserved for afine 1st year: 50% of winning price. ~ 40% of population coverage
........ vevereieerieneneesneneenenaee. | iNthe event the bidder defaults Lonenriieent e within 4 years.

3rd slot: Covers the 1770-1785MHz ~ on its licence payment. All the an yon ZSAofwmm el 50% of population coverage
and 1865-1880MHz frequency B7.4bn must be paid before 3rd year: 25% of winning price. _ within 8 years.

ranges. bidding.

Note: JAS will be banned from joining the auction after defaulting on its 2015 900MHz licence.

TIMELINE OF THE PRE-AUCTION PROCESS W
Details of the auction F N

The acting NBTC board will be made public and
approved the official draft interested bidders will be invited First-round verification of Information session and mock
of the 1800MHz auction. to join the process via all channels. bidder qualifications. auction for qualified bidders.

April 25 May 15-June 14 June 16-July 31 Aug1-3

May 4 June 15 Aug 2

The official draft Bidding document Qualified bidders’ names
will be published in the submission date. will be announced.
Royal Gazette.

Source : NBTC BANGKOK POST GRAPHICS

auctions. DTAC may be the only major  affect the network capacities of either AIS Prawit Leesathapornwongsa, an NBTC

operator that needs the 1800MHz auction  or True Move, since they already secured = commissioner, said the auction outcome

to be held before its concession expires. 15-year 1800MHz licences at the 2015 auc-  could directly affect the future of the exist-
“A faster or delayed timeline would not  tion,” the industry veteran said. ing NBTC board.
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