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Police probe
eyes B12m
money trail

WASSAYOS NGAMKHAM

Police are investigating the origin of 12
million baht in cash found earlier this
month in a plastic box near a condo-
minium’s rubbish area in Nonthaburi,
denying that the money islinked to the
controversial Chana Industrial Estate
project in Songkhla.

Taweewat Sengkaew, a lawyer and
adviser to the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commis-
sion (NBTC), claimed ownership of
the money on June 6, shortly after its
discovery.

Pol Lt Gen Surapol Prembut, com-
missioner of Provincial Police Region 1,
reaffirmed that the cash belongs to Mr
Taweewat, citing CCTV footage of him
carrying the plastic box to the rubbish
area as evidence.

Investigators found that the 12 mil-
lion baht had been withdrawn from a
Kasikorn Bank account through several
transactions in May 2020. Authorities
have not yet disclosed the identity of
the account holder, pending further
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documentation from the bank.

Pol Lt Gen Surapol said preliminary
findings show no link between the cash
and online gambling, but the investiga-
tion is ongoing,.

He also denied any current evidence
tying the money to four companies
allegedly backing the controversial
Southern Industrial Estate project in
Chana district.

“For now, we are following the
money trail — examining its origin and
what business activities it may be con-
nected to,” he said.

Meanwhile, Pakamon Nunarnan, a
party-list MP from the People’s Party,
urged the public to pay close attention
to the case, saying that the incident
reflects a troubling pattern of national
resources being leveraged to benefit
powerful interests.

Ms Pakamon questioned how Mr
Taweewat, a former member of sev-
eral independent bodies, including
the National Anti-Corruption Commis-
sion (NACC), from which he resigned
in the wake of the cash controversy,
could have simultaneously held mul-
tiple influential roles, often in ways that
favoured corporate interests.

“What's especially troubling is that
the money may have originated from
companies connected to the Chana
Industrial Estate project — a project
that has long faced local opposition,”
she explained.
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