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TELECOM

NBTC postpones spectrum
auctions over legitimacy

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The board of the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) passed a resolution to postpone
the planned auction of the 1800- and
850-megahertz spectrum for another 60
days. The board said it wants its authority
to conduct the auction to be contirmed by
the Council of State.

The move is intended to ensure the
auction is legitimate, preventing any legal
backlash for the involved parties.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn Tanta-
sith said the NBTC office submitted aletter
to the Council of State in December asking
whether the existing NBTC board could
hold the auction as scheduled.

The regulator plans to auction 10MHz of
bandwidth on the 850MHz spectrum and
90MHz of bandwidth on the 1800MHz spec-
trum this year. The original auction drafts
were approved by the NBTC board and
underwent a public hearing in December.

The authority of the existing NBTC board
needs to be approved by the Council of
State because its six-year working term
expired in October 2017.

The new NBTC Act came into effect in
June 2017, requiring that the government
form a new NBTC board. The existing
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officers can carry out the board’s functions
until new officers are appointed.

The 1800- and 850MHz spectrum ranges
are now operated by Total Access Commu-
nication (DTAC) under concessions from
state-owned CAT Telecom.

Those concessions will expire on Sept 30.

Mr Takorn said the NBTC board mem-
bers yesterday had different opinions on the
matter, some saying they had the authority
to hold the auction, while others argued
that Council of State approval was needed.

“I believe the existing NBTC board can
conduct the auction, but if the [board]
agrees that the procedure should be
delayed, the NBTC should not do anything,”
he said.

If the NBTC gets a green light from the
Council of State, the auction will move
ahead as scheduled in June. If the council
objects, the auction will be conducted by
the new NBTC board.

Ifthere is no response from the Council
of State within 60 days, the NBTC board
will convene a special meeting to resolve
the issue.

Mr Takorn said the NBTC originally
planned to conduct the auction in June and
award licences to the winners by July 2018,
or two months ahead ofthe expiry of DTAC's
concession, to avoid service disruptions.
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NBTC puts brakes on spectrum auctions as it awaits legal view

SIRIVISHTOOMGUM
THE NATION

THE BOARD of the National
Broadcasting and Telecommunica-
tions Commission (NBTC) yesterday
resolved to put the brakes on the
NBTC's move to auction 1800MHz
and 900MHz licences, pending the
Council of State’s reply to it on
whether it has authority to call for
bids as an acting regulator.

NBTC secretary-general Takorn
Tantasith said yesterday that the
board also resolved thatifthe Council
of State does not reply with its opin-
ion on the matter within the next few

months, the board would press ahead
with holding the auctions.

However, Takorn added that,
while it awaits the Council of State’s
reply, the NBTC might rush to move
forward with the auctions if the gov-
ernment urged it to do so.

The regulator consulted the
Council of State a few months ago on
whether it has the authority to auc-
tion the two spectra, given that it is
now operating in an acting capacity.

The Council of State is expected to
callinthe NBTCtomorrow to inquire
into its auction plan.

Takorn said he did not think that
the board's resolution yesterday

would delaytheauction process asall
the related processes, including the
public hearing process onboth spec-
tra, had been completed.

The watchdog had been expected
to open the bidding for the two spec-
tra in May. The six-year term of the
existing commissioners ended on
October 7 last year, but the new
NBTC law allows them to continue
in the same capacity until they are
replaced.

The process of selectingnew com-
missioners begun last month and is
expected to be finished in April.

Originally, the NBTC divided the
45MHzbandwidth of the 1800MHz

spectrum into three licences each
with 15MHz bandwidth. However,
some participantsinthepublichear-
ing on the spectrum proposed that
the band be divided into nine
licences, each with 5MHZ band-
width, to enable the bidders to take
theamountofbandwidth thatfitwith
their actual needs.

The NBTC had initially planned
to auction one licence of 900MHz
containing 5MHz bandwidth.
However, some participants in the
publichearing for this spectrum pro-
posed that the NBTC consider sus-
pending theauction ofthislicence on
concerns over a possible jam in sig-
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nalsbetween this 900OMHzband and
the 900MHzband thatis planned to
be used for proposed high-speed
train services.

The NBTC can automatically take
back the 900M Hz band assigned for
the high-speed train service if the
project fails to get off the ground after
2020.

The board yesterday also resolved
that the NBTC would develop the
second phase of the public broad-
band Internet service, covering
15,732 rural villages nationwide, on
abudgetofBt3.283 billion. The proj-
ect is expected to get off the ground
at the end of this year.
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