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Senate bill shakes up NBTC board selection process

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The ongoing selection of board mem-
bers at the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) is likely to be derailed as the
Senate yesterday pushed through a
bill amending the NBTC act, trigger-
ing the start of the new board selec-
tion process within 15 days after the
legislation is enforced.

The shortlist of 14 candidates vying
forseven board member positions was
announced by the Senate Secretariat’s
NBTC board selection committee on
Jan21. The seven newboard members
are expected to be announced by the
end of this month.

The names in the shortlist have
raised eyebrows among observers
since various big names, including
former NBTC secretary-general
Takorn Tantasith, were left off.

The selection comes aslawmakers
are deliberating the bill amending the
NBTC act, which also touches upon
the board recruitment process.

The Senate yesterday voted 194-3 to
approve the amendment bill with 15
abstentions and one member refrain-
ing from voting.

The Senate yesterday agreed with
most parts of the amendment bill put
forward by the lower house.

The Senate’s committee vetting
the bill earlier made some changes
in the provisional chapter’s Section
10 drawn up by the House of Repre-
sentatives by allowing seven NBTC
board members who would be chosen
under the 2017 NBTC act to serve in
the positions for three years.
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These changes were not agreed
upon in the Senate chamber meet-
ing, which voted 158-12 in favour of
the Section 10 version put forth by the
lower house. There were 12 absten-
tions and one no-vote.

The section indicates the new
board recruitment process must start
within 15 days after the bill is put into
effect. This means the ongoing pro-
cess of the NBTC board selection will
be tossed out.

The 14 shortlisted names com-
prise ACM Manat Wongwat and
Orasa Muktier Purdy for broadcast-
ing, Pirongrong Ramasoota and
Jintanant Chaya Subhamitr for TV
business, Athikom Roeksabutr and
Kittisak Sriprasert for telecom, Som-
phop Purivigraipong and Arnon
Tubtiang for engineering, Lt Tanakrit
Akeyokaya and Jitnara Nawarat for
law, Pakdee Manaves and Arayah
Preechametta for economics as well
as Torpong Selanon and Pol Lt Gen
Kiattipong Khawsam-ang for con-
sumer protection.

The 14 shortlisted candidates cover
seven different fields required for the
board, with two per field.

Under the bill, the recruitment pro-
cess will be shortened, with the Senate
picking seven out of the qualified can-
didates for the posts in only one step,
versus the current act, in which the
14-name shortlist must be selected
first and the seven appointees are
eventually chosen by the Senate.

There is no requirement the seven
chosen board members must each
represent the seven fields in the
new act.
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Fear NBTC selection
will be jettisoned

AEKARACH SATTABURUTH
MONGKOL BANGPRAPA

The Senate yesterday passed an
amendment to the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTC) Act in a move
that critics feared would lead to the
scrapping of the ongoing recruitment
of NBTC board members.
A total of 194 senators
voted for the bill against
three, with 15 abstentions.
Before the amendment
bill was passed, the upper
House spent almost four
hours discussing changes
proposed to it by its com-
mittee on information

technology, communica- Supinya: ‘Delays
gone on for years’

tion and telecommunica-
tion. However, most sena-
tors rejected the proposed changes.

One of the key points in the amend-
ment bill is that police or military
officers who hold the rank of major-
general or above are allowed to apply
to become NBTC board members.

According to critics, the bill will
derail the current selection of the
NBTC board members and allow
those in uniform to dominate the
regulators.

Supinya Klangnarong, a former
NBTC member, said the selection
of new NBTC board members had
been delayed for years and current
members have been in situ for almost
10 years.

She said the delay in selecting
new NBTC board members reflected
“the mess” in the NBTC and claimed
there were attempts to delay the new
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NBTCbill and fix the qualifications of
the applicants.

She said she also feared the Senate
might use the passage of the bill asan
excuse to delay the selection process
even further.

“The shortlisted candidates do
not include ‘their people’” and even
though these shortlisted candidates
canreapply, I think there will be heavy
lobbying,” she said.

She said two groups of people
stood to benefit from the Senate’s
endorsement: the current board
members and those who had failed
the initial selection pro-
cess and would now have
a second chance.

The Senate was due to
select seven new members
by the end of this month.

A total of 14 applicants
have been shortlisted
from which the Senate
will select the final seven.
The shortlist selection was
carried out by the Senate
Secretariat’s NBTC board
selection committee and based on the
current NBTC Act.

The 14 shortlisted candidates cover
seven different fields required for the
board, with two per field. The fields
consist of telecom, broadcasting, TV
business, law, engineering, econom-
ics and consumer protection.

Following the passage of the
amendment bill, the Senate now
has two options towards the ongo-
ing selection process of the NBTC
board members.

One is to proceed with the process
— if this is the case the new board
members will serve only three years
under the amendment draft.

The otheris to delay the process, as
there are changes made to the quali-
fications of the applicants under the
amendment bill.
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