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BROADCASTING

NBTC board selection axed

AEKARACH SATTABURUTH

The Senate has scrapped the selec-
tion process of board members at the
National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission (NBTC)
as the amended NBTC law took
effect yesterday.

Senate Speaker Pornpetch Wichit-
cholchai said the selection process was
terminated in line with the new law
which calls for the selection of seven
NBTC board members within 15 days
of the law coming into force.

The Senate passed the amendment
to the NBTC Act on Feb 15 and the law
took effect yesterday.

When the bill was passed, the Senate
Secretariat’s NBTC board selection
committee had announced a shortlist
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of 14 candidates vying for seven board
member positions with the Senate
expected to pick the seven members
at the end of February.

The bill's passage meant the ongoing
process of the NBTC board selection
will be tossed out.

Mr Pornpetch said the new board
members will be selected under the
new criteria set out by the amended
law. However, he insisted the shortlisted
candidates are still eligible to apply.

“The 14 shortlisted candidates
applied under the old version of the
NBTC law, so the process was termi-
nated,” he said.

Mr Pornpetch said the amended law
authorises the Senate to examine the
qualifications of the candidates before
voting to select the seven members.
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PSI cites B10bn compensation for spectrum recall

TEF PR Al

-.l.

W T 'fai.LA

Lf

et E 7Y,

AN “ AV

T\l satelllte dishes |nsialled on a rooftop of a building in the Yanwarat area.SEKSAN ROJJANAMEI’AKUN

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

As the telecom regulator will recall the
3500-megahertz spectrum range from
broadcasting satellite services, more
than 10 billion baht may be required to
provide compensation for the replace-
ment of signal-receiving devices on
satellite dishes owned by 11 million
household users of satellite TV ser-
vices so they can continue to use the
service, says satellite TV service opera-
tor PSI Corporation.

The devices, known as low-noise
blockdown converters (LNBs), are
mounted on satellite dishes used for
satellite TV reception. They receive the
radio waves from the dish and convert
them into a signal that is sentvia a cable

to the receiver inside the building.

This initial compensation figure has
been presented to the National Broad-
casting and Telecommunications Com-
mission (NBTC) as the regulator aims to
auction off the spectrum range for tel-
ecom services, said Somporn Teeraro-
chanapong, chairman of the PSI board.

The use of the frequency for 5G tel-
ecom service would affect the com-
pany’s satellite TV subscribers due to
signal interference, he said. The users
will have to replace LNBs to continue
using the service.

“Cost of replacement with the latest
version of the devices, including service
charges, is about 1,000 baht per unit,”
said Mr Somporn.
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As the company’s satellite dishes are
sold outright to customers, the NBTC
asked PSI to have active users registered
to ascertain the number of active cus-
tomers, he said.

The company has yet to make such
a move since the NBTC’s timeline
for the 3500MHz spectrum auction
remains uncertain.

“The company will do so when the
right time comes. Now is too early
since this could cause panic and

misunderstanding among users,” said
Mr Somporn.

The NBTC aims to auction off the
3500MHz spectrum range for 5G ser-
vice, following the first batch of fre-
quency ranges put up for auction in
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February last year.

The 3500MHz spectrum is expected
to be the most in demand range for 5G
adoption among mobile operators.
Eleven countries in Europe use the
spectrum to provide 5G services.

The band is partly used by SET-listed
satellite service provider Thaicom and
some foreign satellites, whose tran-
sponder traffic is rented by Thaicom.

The rental is needed as the com-
pany’s Thaicom 5 satellite was deor-
bited in February last year following a
technical issue on its status notifica-
tion system.

Thaicom'’s satellite-operating con-
cession is due to end in September.

According to the NBTC, its technical
teams indicated there would be inter-
ference between satellite and mobile
broadband signals if the auction of the
3500MHz range presses ahead.

A guard band of 100MHz or more
of bandwidth is needed to prevent
the interference.

The NBTC may have to figure out
remedy measures for satellite TV
users who will be affected by the spec-
trum recall.

“It is now hard to hold the auction
ofthe spectrum before Thaicom’s con-
cession expires. More importantly,
the existing NBTC board is unlikely to
approve any key issues since the recruit-
ment of the newboard members is now
underway,” said a source at the NBTC
who requested anonymity.
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