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TELECOM
NBTC approves winners
f mobil t bid
KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA ‘ ‘
A majority of the National Broadcast-
ing and Telecommunications Commis- ;
sion’s (NBTC) board voted on Sunday ._rhe _board d_ls_cussed
to approve the outcome of the mobile Issuing additional
spectrum licence auction. H 5
Five of the seven commissioners qondltlons for_ th_e
approved the bids for four spectrums |]cences SpECIfylng
for the auction held on June 29. .
Commissioner Suphat Suphacha- flnes’ penalty_r.ates’
lasai abstained from voting and com- or other conditions
missioner Pirongrong Ramasoota dis- =
approved the bidding result. if licensees were
Advanced Wireless Network (AWN), unable to expand the
a subsidiary of Advanced Info Service,
and True Move H Universal Commu- network.
nication (TUC), a subsidiary of True
Corporation, were the only two quali- DR SARANA
fied bidders in the auction. BUUNBA'CHAIYAPRUCK
AWN grabbed 30 megahertz of band- i
width on the 2100MHz spectrum with Cha"maﬂ, NBTC
a bid of 14.8 billion baht, while TUC
bagged 20MHz on the 1500MHz band  licence conditions.
and 70MHz on the 2300MHz band “We found there is authority under
with a combined offer tallying 26.4 bil-  the telecommunications business law
lion baht. for the NBTC to issue regulations or
Neither bid for the 850MHz band. penalties later to ensure fair competi-
According to NBTC chairman Dr tionand the consumer interest,” he said.
Sarana Boonbaichaiyapruck, the Dr Sarana said following the out-
board meeting to approve the bid- come approval, the NBTC will tell both
ding results began at 10am on Sunday  winningbidders to pay 50% of the spec-
and spent three hours reviewing the trum feeno less than seven days before
voting process. the start of the spectrum usage on Aug
Dr Sarana said the board also dis- 4 this year.
cussed issuing additional conditions The board held a meeting on July 2
to be attached to the licences, which  to consider approving the bidding out-
would specify fines, penalty rates, or come, but deferred the approval until
other conditions in cases where the Sunday to ensure a thorough examina-
licensees were unable to expand the tion ofthe evidence to ensure there was
network, according to the specified no bidding collusion.
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