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Only in the land of awe

1 refer to three letters in PostBag, July 9,
regarding Gen Prayut backing the navy pur-
chase of submarines.

The main concerns seem to be value for
money and do we really need them?

What was not said in these letters was said
in the column “PM expresses backing for navy
sub plan’, July 8, where Wassana Nanuam
quotes the PM as saying: “The submarines will
not be used to wage war, but they can make
other countries stand in awe of us”

Am I reading this right? Is the main rea-
son Thailand needs submarines is to make
other countries stand in awe of us?

The way I see it, after the GT200 “bomb
detector’, the aircraft carrier that has no
aircraft, and the airship that doesn't fly, we
already have other countries in awe of us
and our past misadventures.

We don’t need to add submarines to the list.

FARANG OBSERVER

Carrier ‘not useless’

In response to Hyde Park’s letter claiming
the Thai aircraft carrier Chakri Narubet is
useless (BP, July 9). I offer the following to
say it is not totally useless.

As the carrier is permanently berthed
alongside the dock at Sattahip it provides a
source of income for many locals.

The shellfish on the hull are regularly
scraped and harvested and sold to local
restaurants.

This seafood crop is fresh as it is well fed
by the daily overboard discharge from the
ships’ galley slops.

As the harvest takes places, thousands of
small fish are also attracted to the event, thus
providing even more seafood for the locals.

So what we have here is in fact a giant and
costly “ecosystem” for providing fresh food.

Quite simple really! What else would you
do with 17,000 tonnes of scrap steel?

SIR LANCE

Water waste madness

Let's remember the water crisis during the
next Songkran festival. Stop living for the
“now moment” and think (if you are capable
of thought).

Sprinkling water is fine, but the deliberate
and willful waste of continually running taps
and hoses across the country is not a freebie
anymore.

It’s time everyone woke up to the fact that
there is no such thing as a free lunch. The
water you waste today is the water you will
not have to drink tomorrow.

&7 iQNewsClip
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JACK GILEAD
On the wrong track

In my quest to discover Thainess I inquired
at the Chiang Mai train station about the
steam train which leaves Bangkok on Aug
12. The officer at the information window
replied “mai mee” (don't have).

When I insisted there was and asked for
the destination, he asked another officer
who immediately said Ayutthaya without
even checking.

She assured me that was correct.

Subsequent inquiries, including phoning
the SRT in Bangkok, revealed the destination
is Nakhon Pathom and that tickets can be
purchased at any station for 250 baht.

IAN CRUICKSHANK

Testing times

The Buddhist teacher at my daughter’s high
school, which is considered to be among the
top three in Thailand, tells her students that
for every question they get wrong in the mid-
term test they will be hit one time.

Ten wrong answers equals being hit 10
times and so on. I wonder, would Buddha
have sanctioned such abuse?

This teacher of Buddhism should surely
be able to enlighten me as to when bullying
became a part of Buddhism.

However, if she fails to answer my ques-
tion do I have the right to hit her? Would this
aid her ability to learn/remember? Would
it make her a kinder and more benevolent
person?

When is Thailand going to wake up and
realise that sanctioning violence against
children is not the way to encourage learning
and surely flies in the face of Buddhism?

Two quotes spring to mind.

“I object to violence because when it ap-
pears to do good, the good is only tempo-
rary; the evil it does is permanent” — Ma-
hatma Gandhi.

And that well-known atheist Isaac
Asimov: “Violence is the last refuge of the
incompetent”.

AJARN DEE

Press freedom no joke

The Bangkok Post evidently has nothing to
fear from the junta crackdown on press free-
dom we hear so much about these days.
Kaona Pongpipat (ThinkBox, July 8) goes
so far as to ask if Gen Prayut Chan-o-cha has
ever realised that he’s a joke.
I can’t be the only reader to have noticed

News ID: C-150711001049 (11 Jul 15/07:14)

the increasingly hostile diatribes against the
current government in the opinion pages.

But I seem to remember similar newspa-
per invective against the pre-coup Yingluck
Shinawatra government as it battled tragical-
ly with the awesome rice scandals, the hor-
rendous murders on the streets, the cynical
attempt to push through a general amnesty
in the middle of the night, and so on.

The lesson is presumably that although
the outward appearance of politics may
change, the fundamentals are constant.

BARRY KENYON

Control free speech

Re: “Don’t gag free speech’, PostBag July
7. Kuldeep Nagi asserts that “Free speech
cannot be regulated, rationed or con-
trolled” That is incorrect and a simplistic
view.

The fact is that in any country which
does not enjoy democratic governance, free
speech is not permitted. Totalitarian states
do not allow any freedom of expression.

Even in Thailand, freedom of speech is
controlled by lese majeste.

This is just one reason why Thailand is
not a democracy. Democracy must first
be established as the form of government
before the rights allowed by democracy can
be enjoyed.

In the UK Islamic preachers have been
drumming up support for the Jihadist move-
ment and luring young people into joining
groups like Islamic State.

They were encouraging people not to vote
in the last general election and calling for an
end to democracy.

This had to be curbed.

The point is, it is democracy which al-
lowed these enemies of democracy the
freedom to speak in the first place.

Allowing freedom of expression to
destroy the very system of government
which allows freedom of expression has to
be stopped.

If democracy is replaced by Islam due to
freedom of expression, this freedom will not
exist,

Try speaking in Saudi Arabia about de-
mocracy and Christianity.

The internet is a tool exploited by anti-
democracy groups such as Islam, and it is
under surveillance, as are those abusing this
medium.

When rights are abused, there must be
control. With rights go responsibilities.

Yes, it is quite right to say, “Having opin-
ions is not illegal’, but having the right to
express them can be controlled and must be.

Concentrate on establishing democracy
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as the form of government in Thailand as the
first step. Then all its freedoms will arrive but
they must not be abused.

J C WILCOX

Taken for a ride

This week, I took a pink metered taxi and
one from UberX.

One was old, the other a 2012 Honda
Civic; one had no rear seat belts or buckles,
the other had both; one driver drove devil-
may-care, the other, driving his own car,
was much more careful. Guess which was
UberX?

Also, Uber cost me a little less than the
metered taxi, perhaps due to traffic. Caveat:
during rush hours, UberX charges “surge
pricing’, so check first.

Iagree with R H Suga in his July 10 letter
that we are willing to pay more for what
metered taxis charge, and fares should be
adjusted for cost rises, traffic jams, etc.

But if upping fares would give better
service, we'd have had satisfactory service
years ago.

Instead, use UberX (or similar services)
until metered taxis offer competitive quality,
and let metered taxis join UberX if they meet
its standards.

BURIN KANTABUTRA

West should wake up

Neither Iran (the nuclear deal) nor Greece
(the debt relief impasse) have even the
slightest intention of doing one iota of what
they are required to do in their respective
talks with Western powers.

All they want is free money: [ran by
way of having their sanctions lifted, and
Greece by being forgiven their unsustain-
able debt.

The naive West believes them when they
tell their stories in the negotiating room, but
although their clear intent on pulling a fast
one is obvious, Western leaders, who should
be among the most intelligent people on the
planet, simply fail to see this for the reasons I
mentioned above.

So Iran wants to sign a deal that will allow
it to pursue a bomb without being disturbed
by nagging inspections, while Greeks can
continue to live way beyond their means
with EU largesse and without a worry in this
world.

Obama, Cameron, Merkel, Hollande et al:
It is time to wake up.

KANOS ANDRIS
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True to form

The NBTC met last week to discuss people’s
complaints about TrueVisions airing more
commercials than the six minutes per hour
that they were allowed.

In that meeting, instead of punishing the
company for breaking the law, it discussed a
possibility of allowing it to show more than

the six minutes per hour advertisement time.

This corporate giant earns maybe 2-3 bil-
lion baht every month from subscribers who
do not want to see any commercials at all for
the money we are paying them.

It gets money from advertising in its
monthly programme guide, from on-air
commercials, and from True Move tel-
ephone services and the internet.

Now is the time for you to complain if you
want action.

If you are sick and tired of paying TrueVi-
sions so much money for being made to
watch ANY commercials, then please call
NBTC chairman Natee Sukolrat on 02 271
7600 ext 5006 or 5004.

Tell him that you want better quality
programmes and movies for your money

instead of the low-tier programmes that True

Visions gets from its providers, and over-
charges you to make you watch the same
shows over and over again, ad nauseum.

SIR WILLIAM OF DOODADSHIRE

A True dead end

I'was slightly amused to read that TrueVi-
sions was to expand its premium subscriber
base to compensate for the loss of mass sub-
scribers, allegedly caused by the economic
slowdown. Perhaps the loss of subscribers
can, in part, be attributed to the level of ser-
vice it fails to provide to its subscribers.

In my case, I have been a UBC/True sub-
scriber since 1999 and a Platinum member
since 2010. On March 30 this year I emailed
the manager of customer services at TrueVi-
sions to highlight a number of technical and
administrative issues I was having with my
service.

I have raised concerns with True in visits
to its office, by email, and on the phone. I
told them of my concerns.

Among them, as a Platinum subscriber, T
told them that I could not receive Australia
Plus or Al Jazeera while my friend, as a Gold
member, receives both.

As an aside, I can say the on-screen
synopsis for CNBC'’s Meet the Press still

News ID: C-150711001049 (11 Jul 15/07:14)

promotes Tim Russert as the host despite the
fact he passed away in June, 2008!

On March 31, I received an acknowl-
edgement of my email from True and was
advised that “We will pass your email on for
acknowledgement and further process”.

After four weeks of inaction, I again
emailed True and requested a progress
report on my original email, as I had yet to
hear anything more.

A reply was forthcoming the following
day, apologising for the delay and stat-
ing that it had already been “passed on for
acknowledgement and further action and a
swift response...”

Two months on, still nothing from True,
although another prompt from me gener-
ated the following response (in part): "We
apologise for the inconvenience caused” and
“we have already passed your message on’.

Perhaps this is just another case of “TIT,
but in this instance, “This Is True”?

W M LAWRENCE
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Headline: Thai TV partnership plan not approved

Thai TV partnership plan not approved

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THAI TV Co’s attempt to partner with MV
Television, a local satellite-TV operator,
was not approved by the broadcasting reg-
ulator because MV Television’s background
involved the violation of drug-advertising
rules, according to Supinya
Klangnarong, a member of the
National  Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission.

Supinya, who chairs the sub-
committee on consumerrights pro-
tection under the NBTC’s broad-
casting committee, commented on
the issue on Thursday after the

2 @

Central Administrative Courturged SUPINYA

the watchdog and Thai TV toresolve
their conflictafter the companyhad sought
an injunction against an administrative
order from the commission.

Supinya suggested that a merger or

acquisition would be an option for Thai TV
to survive in the digital terrestrial TV busi-
ness if the company were to reconsider its
position and continue its two digital chan-
nels - Thai TV news station and the Loca
family channel.
“However, the new business partner of
Thai TV should not be involved with pro-
hibited items, particularly inbroad-
casting service,” she stressed.

She explained that Thai TV had
previously attempted to partner
with MV Television, a satellite-
based TV operator, but the deal had
finally fallen through after her panel
declined to grant approval.

Under the failed partnership
plan, MV Television wanted to co-
run Loca channel and rename it

MVTYV channel.

She added that the name MVTV
appeared to represent a music-video chan-
nel, which was not a suitable name for

News ID: C-150711003013 (11 Jul 15/07:33)
¥ IQNewsClip’

www.ignewsclip.com

either afamily channel or a children’s chan-
nel. In addition, during the last two years
MVTV was named among 25 satellite-TV
channels that had violated the Food and
Drug Act and the NBTC'’s broadcasting
rules governing false and exaggerated
advertising, she said.

The dispute between the NBTC and

~ Thai TV Co surfaced a couple of months

ago.

The company, led by Pantipa Sakulchai
- well known as “Tim TV Pool” - decided
to exit the digital-TV business and wanted
to relinquish its licences to the NBTC.

Pantipa cited the NBTC’s failure in
regard to the transition to the digital ter-
restrial era, including the slow roll-out plan
for digital-TV network coverage, as well as
costly licence fees, as being among the main
reasons for its pull-out decision.

Thai TV Co took the matter to court by
suing the watchdog for Bt700-million
compensation last month.
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