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TELECOM

Huge mobile bandwidth increase needed as Al use surges

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The two major mobile operators are
likely to need at least 100 megahertz
of additional bandwidth each to cater
to a surge in uploads from consum-
ers using artificial intelligence (AI)
applications.

According to a source on the
National Broadcasting and Telecom-
munications Commission’s (NBTC)
board who requested anonymity, the
regulator will fast-track the 3,500MHz

spectrum auction to address the Al-
driven data surge.

The auction is expected to occur
in the final quarter of this year or
early 2027.

“There is a clear surge in data
uploads via Al apps, attributed to the
variety of Al technologies available in
the market,” the source added.

Although Advanced Info Service and
True Corporation each holds more than
1,000MHz of bandwidth of various low,
middle and high spectrum bands, the

soaring bandwidth consumption, espe-
cially for data upload via Al apps, is a
significant shift in consumer behaviour,
noted the source.

The NBTC telecom team monitored
mobile usage patterns overthe pastyear
and found consistent month-on-month
increases in data consumption.

While video streaming and down-
loads have fuelled growth for several
years, there was a sharp rise in data
uploads, said the source.

The proliferation of Al-based apps
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enables users to generate much
content.

“The 3500MHz auction process has
been planned by the NBTC for years,
but awaits a resolution of the digital TV
roadmap,” the source said.

Earlier the Association of Digital TV
Broadcasting vehemently opposed the
regulator’s plan to auction off part of the
3500MHz spectrum, asserting that auc-
tioning the band could directly affect
digital TV broadcasting as many satel-
lite TV stations use it to air digital TV

programmes, while 60% of Thais view
digital TV via a satellite platform.

The 3500MHz spectrum contains
300-400MHz of bandwidth. Accord-
ing to the NBTC's initial concept, the
spectrum is to be allocated in slots of
100MHz of bandwidth.

The licence winners cannot imme-
diately use the total band, as they must
wait until the digital TV broadcasting
licences expire in 2029.

The source said this wait may be
too long as the telecom service quality

could decline during this delay because
of rising demand for bandwidth.

The regulator is considering con-
ditions allowing a phased service
rollout, enabling operators to utilise
portions of the frequencyfirst, subject
to their preliminary agreements with
the NBTC.

The source said the regulator also
plans to auction off 45MHz of band-
width onthe 2100MHz spectrum that is
being used by major mobile operators,
with licences expiring in late 2027.

Dataxet Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Road, 17 Floor, Mahatun Plaza Building, Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330, THAILAND
{$ 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700

¥ help@dataxet.co € Dataxet Thailand

>

Page: 1/1

e




