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Prajin airs
doubts over
4( auction

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

Deputy Prime Minister Prajin Juntong has
volced strong opposition to the telecom
regulator’s original plan to auction 25
megahertz of bandwidth on the 1800-MHz
spectrum, saying it may not maximise ben-
efits for the industry.

His concern signals a strong inclination
to sell 30 MHz on the 1800-MHz spectrum
at the 4G auction scheduled for Nov 11.

But ACM Prajin said he supported the
National Broadcasting and Telecommuni-
cations Commission (NBTC)in proceeding
with the 1800-MHz auction in November
and the 900-MHz auction on Dec 15.

He said he and his team would discuss
the issue with the information and commu-
nication technology (ICT) minister today
and hopefully “clear the way” for the legiti-
mate return of 5 MHz from Total Access
Communication Plc (DTAC).

“All issues will have to be settled by
Friday so that the plan can be submitted
next week for cabinet approval,” ACM
Prajin said.

The NBTC earlier announced that the
planned auction of 30 MHz of bandwidth
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on the 1800- MHz spectrum would have to
be scrapped due toregulatory restrictions.

The regulator said it would likely put
up just 25 MHz of bandwidth for bidding
instead of 30 MHz in order to stick to the
initial auction schedule.

ACM Prajin, who oversees government
ICT policy, now serves as vice-chairman of
the ad hoc digital economy panel chaired
by Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha.

Two legal obstacles could thwart the
bandwidth’s return.

One is whether the ICT Ministry has full
authority to allow CAT Telecom to return
the 5 MHz of bandwidth to the NBTC
for auction.

The other is whether the cabinet can
approve the return without having to wait
for completion of the amendment to the
mobile concession between DTAC and
concession owner CAT.

ACM Prajin acknowledged thatthe con-
cession amendment process would require
a few months to wrap up.

“This meanswe need to ensure that even
if the cabinet approves the return proposal,
the November auction won'’t be liable to
a legal backlash,” the deputy prime min-
ister said.

Once the bandwidth return proposal
receives cabinet approval, a joint working
panel will be set up under the Public-Pri-
vate Joint Venture Act.

All processes are expected to be com-
pleted by November and before the 1800-
MHz spectrum auction takes place, ACM
Prajin said.

The deputy prime minister met yester-
day with the NBTC chairman to explore
opportunities for the ICT industry.
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Deputy PM Prajin to discuss 900MHz issue with TOT this week

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

DEPUTY Prime Minister Prajin
Juntong will make it clear on Friday
whether TOT can keep its band-
width on the 900-megahertz spec-
trum or has to hand it over for auc-
tion, while supporting CAT
Telecom’s plan to hand 5MHz from
the 1,800MHz spectrum over for
auction.

Prajin, who is in charge of ICT
policy, yesterday met with the
National  Broadecasting  and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) and the Information and
Communications Technology
Ministry to discuss spectrum man-

agement. He said he would discuss
the 900MHz issue with TOT today
and on Friday with the focus on legal
issues and compensation. The con-
clusion will be submitted to the gov-
ernment for its consideration.

Prajin said the NBTC could go
ahead with its plan to auction two
900MHz licences. If there is any
change in the government’s policy
re{g_arding the spectrum, he will
inform the commission.

However, the auction could be in
trouble if TOT takes legal action
against it as it has threatened to do,
he said.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-gen-
eral of the NBTC, said the regulator
would press ahead with its plan to

auction 900MHz licences on
December 15. The NBTC will con-
sider approving the auction rules
tomorrow.

AnNBTCsource said that during
yesterday’s meeting, the ministry
recommended a delay in the
900MHz auction to January to give
all parties time to settle the issues
regarding this spectrum.

The NBTC said one solution was
for TOT to hand over its 900MHz
bandwidth for auction and the com-
missionto consider allowing TOT to
keep part of its 2.3-gigahertz spec-
trum to offer fourth-generation
service.

The NBTC would reclaim the rest
for auction in the future. TOT holds

64MHz of the 2.3GHz spectrum.

The source said Prajin agreed to
talk with TOT about this option.

TOT granted the 900MHz con-
cession to Advanced Info Service and
it expires at the end of this month.

Prajin will discuss with CAT
today CAT’s plan to transfer SMHz
from the idle 25MHz on the
1,800MHz spectrum held by Total
Access Communication (DTAC) to
the NBTC for auction.

The NBTC had planned to open
bidding forthe combined 25MHz of
1,800MHz of True Move and Digital
Phone Co on November 11, featur-
ing two licences of 12.5M Hz each.

If CAT can hand over DTAC’s
5MHz of 1,800MHz to the NBTC
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for auction, the commission will
have a total of 30MHz of the spec-
trum available for tender, featuring
two licences with 15MHz each.

The NBTC set a September 25
deadline for CAT to complete trans-
ferring the spectrum.

The ICT Ministry will submit
CAT’s plan to the Cabinet. Prajin
believes this spectrum transfer can
be done before the NBTC’s dead-
line.

CAT also wants to keep the
remaining 20MHz idle bandwidth
until 2025, instead of 2018 when
DTAC’s concession expires. Prajin
said the government would consid-
erthisrequest, butitisnotanurgent
issue right now.

Page: 1/1

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com

Clip: Black/White




The Nation

The Nation
Circulation: 68,200
Ad Rate: 1,200

Section: Business/Business
Date: Tuesday 15 September 2015
Volume: 40 No: 54532

Col.Inch: 4.77 Ad Value: 5,724

Page: 2B(Right)
PRValue (x3): 17,172

Column: QUICK NEWS: Court dismisses TOT requestCourt dismisses TOT request

Clip: Black/White

Court dismisses TOT request

The Central Administrative Court has
dismissed the TOT's request to revoke an
order by the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission that
the state agency has to submit to the
NBTC a remedy plan to protect con-
sumers after its 900-megahertz conces-
sion expires on September 30.

The court ruled that the order was
lawful.
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