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Demand outstripping supply of set-top boxes

Mismatch could delay
digital TV roll-out

LAMONPHET APISITNIRAN

Demand for digital TV set-top boxes has
grown beyond the country’s current capac-
ity of 2 million a year, driven by the gov-
ernment’s giveaway of coupons to help
consumers buy the devices.

Visnu Limwibul, chairman of the electri-
cal, electronics and allied industries club at
the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI), said
the government had already distributed 3.8
million coupons to families in 21 provinces
including Bangkok for buying digital TV
set-top boxes or TV sets.

The scheme intends to distribute sub-
sidy coupons to 22.9 million eligible house-
holds nationwide, with coupon value set
at 690 baht.

The National Broadcasting and Tel-
ecommunications Commission (NBTC)

plans to distribute almost 11.5 million cou-
pons to families in 45 provinces this year.

After that, households in the remaining
32 provinces will gradually receive coupons
in 2015 and 2016.

The broadcasting regulator predicts that
the coupon scheme will generate sales for
set-top boxes of 60-90 billion baht.

Of the coupon holders, 70% are expected
to use the subsidy to buy set-top boxes and
30% for smart TVs.

Mr Visnu said set-top box makers had
a combined capacity of 2 million boxes,
which would generate sales of 14 bil-
lion baht.

But current capacity is insufficient to
meet demand, which is forecast at 4 mil-
lion boxes by year-end.

“Some producers are running at full
capacity and cannot expand their produc-
tion lines at the moment,” he said.

At present, a handful of companies are
producing digital set-top boxes including
Forth Smart Service, Leotech, Crown Tech
Advance and Hifi Orient Thai.

The FTT's electrical club estimates the
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companies could increase their set-top box
output to 6 million units to meet higher
demand next year.

“Thailand just entered the new era of
digital TV this year, so we cannot produce
more set-top boxes immediately,” Mr
Visnu said.

He said the Thai economy had slowed
due to the political unrest and sluggish
global growth, factors that ultimately
diminished sales in the electrical and elec-
tronics industries.

The FT1 is forecasting export growth of
2% to 1.73 trillion baht in electrical and
electronics products this year.

“At least we're lucky, as Thailand has a
broadcast technology transition from ana-
logue to digital TV, and this change helps
to offset a big decline for the industry,” Mr
Visnu said.

The NBTC said the coupons had a six-
month validity and would be sent to home-
owners based on house registrations with
the Interior Ministry. Coupons can be used
to buy either a digital set-top box or a smart
TV with a built-in digital antenna.

Digital set-top
boxes eligible for
the 690-baht sub-
sidy are popular
items at the Ban
Mo electronics
market in Bang-
kok.PATTARACHAI
PRECHAPANICH
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NBTC planning
togrant TV
licence to
Parliament

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

THE BROADCASTING regula-
tor plans to grant Parliament a
digital terrestrial TV licence by
the end of the year under the
category of government rela-
tions and promotion of democ-
racy, after the process was
delayed due to political turmoil
in the first half.

The National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications
Communications (NBTC) was
initially set to issue this licence
earlier this year, but the process
had to be stopped due to the
political crisis and change of
government.

“We are in the final process
and are looking into some
details to work out who should
be eligible - the House of
Representatives or the Senate,’
Sombat Leetapata, the NBTC’s
acting deputy secretary-general,
said yesterday.

“The NBTC’s administrative
officers will talk to both parties
this week before submitting the
results for the NBTC
Broadcasting Committee’s con-
sideration next week.

Sombat explained that
Parliament, by definition, con-

News ID: C-141028003032 (28 Oct 14/05:56)

&7 iQNewsClip

www.ignewsclip.com

sisted of many parties, and the
two main parties have been run-
ning the Thai Parliament
Television (TPTV) since its
preparation phase.

TPTV is now broadcast via
several platforms, including
satellite TV, mobile networks
and its website, to televise key
sessions of the National
Legislative Council or the
National Assembly.

If the broadcasting commit-
tee is fine with this process,
then an information memoran-
dum will be announced inviting
TPTV to participate in the bid-
ding process before the end of
this year.

In an earlier interview, a top
TPTV executive revealed that
the station had éarmarked Bt1
billion for a four-year invest-
ment in a new public digital TV
channel. The investment will be
used for content development
and high-definition technology,
both at the station’s facility at
the current Parliament, as well
as in the new Parliament build-
ing.
Other than televising the
National Assembly’s key meet-
ings, with a combined 1,000
hours of coverage per year, the
TV station will also produce its
OWN programmes.

Sombat said the NBTC
expected to approve a Bt63.5
million budget next week for a
series of PR activities raising
public awareness about digital
terrestrial TV services nation-
wide. By end of this year, the
NBTC expects to announce the
terms of reference for inviting
local PR firms to bid for this
year-long project.
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