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PRValue (x3): 367,237.50
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Ad Rate: 1,250
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PRValue (x3): 367,237.50

Aayd:

0.

20

wiglassond WPeuedina maanin
SNMIMITUNG LeNBMIAMENIINMS
Aamnsranedos Ramslnsvie way
AamslnsanuauwAsn® (\aesms
NENT.) NATIN Lﬁalﬁmmqmm‘)ﬁaﬁﬁﬁ
asudlagfiuasusTmanmsuis (1Un.)
udugmvuadanny uay
ganfadning nany. 28l
ﬂﬁvmuﬂﬂwmmﬂmﬁwmama
Faedetoemud, (SMS) UAaifiat
ﬂivmmslummmmummﬂm
Pifeviud
Immé’unmﬁau 120 .
m@m@‘mwum 13:27 w5
16960 nvis. AN 14:40 . ﬂn
davitadalaladntinau navim,
14:44 1, fINNU NENT. LR
mauamam\mmﬁlau 1mmm
SMS wa 14:45 eheflafoBuas
SMS susvinl (Cell Broadcast)
AEhdn e Seviasuudem
NEUMT wasshviadan
fin Un. dwavinau navd. 1T
mmwammmmﬂsmm%wmm
mo@maﬂwmmﬂmﬁwmama
Wiaﬂumaammm WRaTe
seuvan Un. yndaehidiums ilg
ﬂﬁnmmﬂmﬁwmamaﬂmmmu
ms‘lﬂ@ NPT EaNsaT

SHHY12: C-250331011041 (31 §.A. 68/04:03)

Dataxet Limited | 888/178 Ploenchit Road, 17 Floor, Mahatun Plaza Building, Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330, THAILAND

{$ 02-253-5000, 02-651-4700

& www.dataxet.co

gefudiuh aneilenedlafald
NORDLTELLLAIINA NN DN
LAz SoMTaNTUSTUU&NT
yas¥gnaruihiiadauss
mmﬂwmm'ﬂmﬂwwﬂaaw
saiRamaln, suftunsdn
Paadled [FuasSa

Usuliovwwidgoliny

uNa.ng nasvaisdu
aanuaaImsth seui vhsdag
“gasehadaufin’ feazdisa?
fidewlasdy! svuu CBS Ay
ynamlddasdl 2 asdisznau
WANYIIUT AU (Wlaud sy
1o 2 thafleaz@a)@a CBC (Cell
Broadcast Center) - £ ﬁﬂﬁ
1imsilaia U 3 fune uay
CBE (Cell Broadcast Entity)-
famisnussfioandszme
Wan (NTndlasiuwasussim
mmmma w38 Un.)

sioih amumsmi‘]amm CBC-
fediadie (n3 ﬂaiﬂamm) fnda
ﬁvummvwmaumﬁmamm
CBE - n3u 1n. mamwmnwm
sTunhOuLsEnaaay il
WaHEIA sIsadassuile 240

¥ help@dataxet.co

NFTUUMTTNIIUYDITEUY
CBS ﬁ1a1uad1a1i

Waianawda - na Un.
(CBE) A@T1eAs0 UM thlay
é]’@ﬁulaﬁgﬂmﬁdlﬁau

demdaudaifion - Tayagnas
{1lifsefufl CBC vaseheslofi

navangdsysyImw - CBC
éa*ﬁagﬂﬂﬂmmﬁmmmﬂuﬁuﬁ
W

Ltﬁ'atﬁau@‘l‘i’ - daany
wiaMAsuFaulINguUUaie
nnm?aﬂuﬁuﬁﬁm

Yinla SMS e ldmangiiu
nwdafeudfuRa iwnelaatiu
wm‘lmmﬂul,wm SMS 55THmM
Faidasiasnnans wu mssei
wnedasasfianues Waansn
dandouiiuld dosligudays
woslnsémd lufddoason
Ferwyin lfana il Bumnda
Innadoy szuuaadasldiom
La‘iaﬁmﬁdajm'mmﬂiumjl,ﬁmﬁu

Easthifludathefidaian
“Jsufladhadiorlids” medle
fawdanui WasuAsamasdy
whanfidla l9usnms laviud

€ Dataxet Thailand

Hu: 272




nasy

Thai Rath
Circulation: 800,000
Ad Rate: 750

Section: First Section/-

Fufl: $uns 31 flwAw 2568

i9: 76 atufi: 24541
Col.Inch: 29.60 Ad Value: 22,200

Wi 3(5’13)
PRValue (x3): 66,600
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Thai Post
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Ad Rate: 1,200

dq: 29
Col.Inch: 77.60
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aUuUN: 10362
Ad Value: 93,120

“wu1: 1(%18), 16
PRValue (x3): 279,360
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Mobile operators need competition

PETER CRAMTON
ERIK BOHLIN

hailand’s mobile communications

market has two service providers with

an equal share of customers. In eco-

nomic terms, it is a symmetric duop-

oly. This is the worst market structure

because the two can easily discipline each other

to limit competition: “I'll match any lower price

youset; I'lllimit5G and 6G investmentifyou do.”

This reciprocity limits competition in price and

quality, which helps the carriers’ shareholders

butharms consumers, especiallyin the longrun,

through slower innovation in a critical infra-
structure industry.

This year, as Thailand prepares for a multi-

band spectrum auction to allocate essential

[

spectrum to carriers, an effective remedy is
needed to promote competition and innova-
tion. Spectrum caps and set asides, which pre-
vent any company from winning too much, are
ineffective and indeed counterproductive. Entry
isimpossible, given the challenging economics
of mobile communications today.

Restrictive spectrum caps would lead to
unsold spectrum, and a fifty-percent cap
enforces the noncompetitive split that carri-
ers like. What is needed is a way to stimulate
competition in the wholesale market for mobile
communications. Then, mobile virtual network
operators (MVNOs) can enter the market. This
is allowed today but is ineffective because the
virtual operators must negotiate with the duopo-
lists, who do not want competition. The market
share of virtual operators remains near zero in
Thailand despite a remedy requiring it. The
remedy is too difficult to enforce.

In our study for the communications regula-
tor the National Broadcasting and Telecommu-
nications Commission (NBTC), we propose a

A file photo shows mobile phone users in Bangkok. Thailand’s mobile communications market has two service providers with an equal share of
customers. SOMCHAI POOMLARD
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proven remedy that responds flexibly to market
conditions and has few administrative param-
eters. It is built on the core principles of eco-
nomics and optimisation, which makes it easy
to enforce. It has been widely used to address
similar problems in Europe’s electricity and
gas sectors.

Conceptually and administratively, the
remedy is simple. Include a license condition
that winners are obligated to sell at each time
and location 15% of their capacity on open
access terms—that is, offer 15% of their capac-
ity — without a reserve price — in the real-time
communications market. This marketplace and
platform should be run by an independent non-
government organisation that is enabled by the
legislature and overseen by the communications
regulator. We call the entity Timo — the Thailand
Independent Market Operator. Its mission is
to conduct a real-time and forward market for

The proposed Timo
model offers a
simpler and more
effective solution
for Thailand’s
competition
problem.

mobile communications and related products
that maximise social welfare subject to real-time
network constraints. Such an entity has oper-
ated in the United States’ electricity markets
for 25 years. Its performance has been excellent
and improving.

The proposed Timo model offers a simpler
and more effective solution for Thailand’s com-
petition problem. Timo is builton an independ-
ent trading platform that organises access and
pricing between wholesale roaming actors and
spectrum holders based on hourly auctions for
communications capacity. It allows for spot and
forward trading in communications capacity,
paving the way for amore efficient and competi-
tive telecoms market.

While the proposed market mechanism may
sound like an additional governance roadblock,
it is, in fact, a simplification. Timo's mission is
to encourage competition and innovation in
mobile communications through efficient and
transparent trade of wholesale capacity. This
arrangement is particularly powerful when
congestion is common, as at peak times and
locations in network industries. Timo enables
wholesale competition among MNOs, MVNOs,
and wholesale customers, reassuring the par-
ticipants about the market’s future. This fos-
ters competition and innovation in the retail
market, ensuring that the available capacity is
puttoits best use. The market promotes efficient
investment in network enhancements, max-
imising long-run welfare through transparent

and efficient communications pricing. Spectrum
rights come with one addition: an obligation to
sell a portion of communications capacity in
the open access market conducted by Timo.
Participants are given a flexible, transparent, and
efficient mechanism to satisfy their obligations.

This arrangement will promote a competitive
marketin mobile communications and improve
welfare. The approach encourages innova-
tion, producing a win-win-win for society.
Service providers, regulators, and consumers
win from vibrant innovation in an enabling
sector of Thailand’s economy. Market par-
ticipants and Thai society will benefit from
the growth that this regulatory innovation
will generate.

Peter Cramton is an Emeritus Professor of
Economics at the University of Maryland, an
International Research Fellow at the Max Planck
Institute for Research on Collective Goods, and an
expert on spectrum auctions and competition
policy. Erik Bohlin is a Professor of Economics at
Chalmers University and the lvey Business School
and is an expert in telecommunications policy.
They are advising the National Broadcasting and
Communications Commission on its multiband
auction. Our views are our own.
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FRAUDSTERS BEWARE
The regulator axed the telecom licence of
K4 Communication following allegations of a
kiosk top-up Ponzi scheme. B3
TELECOM

NBTC votes to terminate K4’s
licence for fraud charges

KOMSAN TORTERMVASANA

The board of the National Broadcasting
and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) has unanimously resolved to
terminate the telecom licence of K4
Communication Company Ltd after
the firm was charged with fraud.

Before the resolution, the company
held a mobile virtual network operator
(MVNO) licence and used the network
capacity of National Telecom (NT) to
offer a mobile service.

An MVNO does not have its own ded-
icated network, instead renting network
capacity from telecom operators to offer
a mobile service.

According to Trairat Viriyasirikul,
acting secretary-general of the NBTC,
the decision torevoke the licence came
after the Economic Crime Suppression
Division issued an arrest warrant for K4
and its authorised directors on charges
of joint fraud.

A number of alleged victims filed
complaints with the police late last
year against K4, claiming they had
been tricked by K4 to investin its top-up

kiosks, an investment they claim was
a form of a Ponzi scheme, resulting in
damages to them.

K4 Communication provided amobile
service under the “K4” SIM card brand.
The company also operated “Katie
Pansuk” kiosks, a top-up kiosk business
providing services to its mobile users.

According to the NBTC, early last year
the company setup aLine group to invite
individuals to invest 50,000 bahteach in
its Katie Pansuk top-up kiosks with the
promise of a high return on investment.

Many of the alleged victims did not
receive a top-up kiosk, but did gain a
return on their investment.

The NBTC previously warned the
public it does not regulate the top-up
kiosk business. The regulator issued the
warning after receiving inquiries from
people to ascertain whether K4 held an
NBTC telecom licence.

MrTrairatsaid the NBTCwasinformed
by the Central Investigation Bureau on
March 5 of the arrest of the company’s
directors and the seizure of assets of both
K4 and its directors, accounting to more
than 400 items in total said to be worth

more than 50 million baht.

There are 74 alleged victims involved
in the case, claiming total damages esti-
mated at 29 million baht.

He said the seizure of assets affects
the company’s qualifications as a tel-
ecom licensee, according to Section
6.7 of the NBTC'’s announcement on
the criteria and methods for granting
telecom business licences.

The section states licence applicants,
directors, managers, or persons with
management authority of juristic per-
sons applying for licences must not
have their assets seized, or be sued on
fraud charges.

The lack of this qualification is the
reason the regulator terminated the
company’s licence, said Mr Trairat.

The NBTC board also ruled that NT
will have to step in to provide mobile
service to K4's existing customers.
According to NT, K4 had roughly 46,000
SIM card users as of Jan 31, 2024.

The regulator’s office said it never
grants licences to sell top-up kiosks, and
the kiosk business is not regulated by
the NBTC.
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