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Telecom industry watches closely
as Jas due to pay licence fee today

COMPANY SOURCE REVEALS IT HAS OBTAINED FUNDING FROM CHINA; TELCO COULD ASK NBTC FOR POSTPONEMENT

USANEE MONGKOLPORN
THE NATION

ALL EYES are on Jas Mobile
Broadband to see if it comes to pay
the telecom regulator the first
instalment of the 900MHz licence
upfront fee and post bank guaran-
tees forthe remaining payments by
today’s 4.30pm deadline.

Jas could also fail to come, or ask
the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission
for a postponement.

Asource on the board of Jasmine
International, parent of Jas, said
executives reported to the board on
March 7 that the company had
obtained funding from financial
sources in China with the support
of Chinese telecom equipment ven-
dor Huawei Technologies.

However, the picture will
become clearer today.

Jas quoted Bt75.65 billion towin

the licence in the December auc-
tion.

The other winner, TrueMove H
Universal Communication (TUC),
paid thefee on March 11 and picked
up its licence on March 14.

The NBTC gave the two winners
30 days to pay the first instalment
of Bt8.04 billion and place bank
guarantees.

If Jas fails to make the deadline,
the Telecom Committee will encash
Jas’ Bt644-million guarantee
placed before the licence auction.
Jas might also face a legal claim
from the watchdog for damage in
the case. It might alsobe banned by
the NBTC from pitching for its tele-
com development projects.

Takorn Tantasith, secretary-
general of the NBTC, said the
Telecom Committee plans to open
another round of bidding for Jas’
900MHz spectrum lot in three to
four months if Jas fails to pay the

IF JAS FAILS TO MAKE THE
DEADLINE, THE TELECOM
COMMITTEE WILL ENCASH
JAS’ BT644-MILLION
GUARANTEE PLACED
BEFORE THE LICENCE
AUCTION. JAS MIGHT ALSO
FACE A LEGAL CLAIM FROM
THE WATCHDOG FOR
DAMAGE.

instalment. The starting bid will be
Bt75.65 billion.

If Jas makes the instalment pay-
ment, it will have towait until April
15 to be able to use the licence.

The Central Administrative
Court on March 15 accepted a peti-
tion from Advanced Info Service to
order the Telecom Committee to

delaythe end of ATIS’900MHzserv-
ice from March 15 to April 14.

AIS had told the court that it
needed to give more time to its
900MHz customers to port their
mobile phone numbers to another
network.

The 900MHz spectrum lot
assigned to Jas had been used by
AIS until its concession expired in
September. It was reallocated via
the auction last December.

Even if Jas can pay the first
upfront-fee instalment, industry
observers believe the new player
will have to face many challenges,
including intense competition from
the three incumbent players.

Another main challenge will be
the time it takes to roll out the net-
work and to integrate the network
with Clearinghouse Co, which was
founded by five telecom operators
to facilitate mobile-number port-
ing.
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The system lets subscribers
transfer their existing mobile
phone numbers to another network
sothey can continue to use the same
number.

Last December, Pete
Bhodaramik, chiefexecutive officer
of Jas, said Jas would roll out
15,000 base stations nationwide to
cover 90 per cent of the population
this year.

It will not invest in its own 2G
network, just on a 4G network. Tt
will lease the 2G networks of state
telecoms to provide 2G-900MHz
service.

A telecom industry pundit
believes that Jas will compete
mainly with the No 3 player, TUC,
notthe marketleaderlike AIS. This
suggests that True is expected to be
sandwiched by AIS and Jas.

Asoflastyear, AIS’ marketshare
was 52 per cent, DTAC’s 28.6 per
cent and True’s 19.4 per cent.
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True Visions finally
toes the line

on numbering of
digital TV channels

USANEE MONGKOLPORN,
WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP
THE NATION

True Visions Group, the country’s
largest pay-TV operator, has finally
bowed to heavy pressure from the
regulator and agreed to follow the
rule on digital TV channel number-
ing across media platforms.

True Visions decided last week to
notify the Broadcasting Committee
in writing that it would move digi-
tal TV channels from the 11-46 slots
up to the 1-36 slots on its cable and
satellite system.

AsTrue Visions is still waiting for
approval from the committee, it has
not yet disclosed the exact date for
the switchover, but all 3.1 million
subscribers will probably be able to
watch digital TV channels with the
same numbering as other media
platforms next month.

Supinya Klangnarong, a member
of the National Broadeasting and
Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC), said yesterday that this was
a very good signal reflecting great
support from the major pay-TV
operator.

The Broadcasting Committee
would take up the matter today.

The company still strongly feels
that the regulator’s order to
rearrange digital TV channel num-
bers is unfair, so it has reserved its
rights to legally protect its interests
and seek compensation for any dam-
ages arising from the implementa-
tion of the NBTC’s order.

In November, True Visions peti-
tioned the Central Administrative
Court to revoke the NBTC’s digital
TV channel numbering rule.

The court has held hearings but
has not ruled on the case yet.

TrueVisions has faced fines since
early this year when it insisted on
reserving channels 11-46 for digital
stations.

Tt was fined Bt20,000 a day since
January 7, but since it still refused to
comply with the NBTC’s order, the
regulator decided on February 3 to
raise the daily fine to Bt50,000 and
add a fine of Bt1 million.
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GMM to seek court stay on licence fee instalment

WATCHIRANONT THONGTEP could not agree to the
THE NATION requests from a group of
digital TV broadcasters
GMM GRAMMY, the country’s after two months of
largest music and entertainment brainstorming,.
giant with two digital terrestrial Among the key
TV stations, will soon ask the requests, the financially
Central Administrative Court for strapped digital-TV
a temporary injunction on pay- players want the regula-
ment of the third instalment of tor to support them by
the upfront licence fee after the delaying the third instalment of
broadcasting regulator failed to the upfront licence fee.
respond to the industry’s requests However, the NBTC argued
for relief. that it could not comply because
Chairman Paiboon of legal restraints.
Damrongchaitham said last week Under Section 42 of the
that he had been conferring with Organisation to Assign Radio
his legal team about taking legal Frequencies and to Regulate
action against the National Broadcasting and
Broadcasting and Telecommunications Services Act
Telecommunications 01’2010, all licence holders must
Commission (NBTC) because the pay the licence fee yearly at an
NBTC had failed to deliver on its appropriate rate for the type of
promises to transition the licence in accordance with the
country from analog to Broadcasting Act.

digital TV.
Key activities to create
a terrestrial-based digital

“Once the regulator broke it
promises, my company, which
now runs the One 31 and GMM

TV broadc.:asting system 25 digital TV channels, wants to

as the ngtlolr(ll;ll broad- be protected and treated fairly by

casting backbone were petitioning to the court for a tem-

also not successful yet, he ~ PAIBOON porary injunction to delay the

said. ) . i third instalment of the upfront

i FOI]' }Il"l‘SftaﬂCE, penetration of licence fee, whose deadline is May

digita among viewers 24, Paiboon said.

remains low due to inefficiency of One 31 and GMM 25 are

the digital TV coupon scheme. among the seven major digital TV
A standard digital TV channel stations that last year sued the

numbering system still cannot be NBTC for damages at the Central

applied across all media plat- Administrative Court, allegedly

forms following the NBTC's weak caused by the regulator’s negli-

law enforcement, he said. gence in guiding the transition
Even though early this year the from analog to digital TV.

NBTC established a panel The other five stations were

assigned to solve problems for PPTYV, Thairath TV, Bright TV,

troubled digital-TV operators, it Now 26 and Nation TV.
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Cooking up a ‘half-baked’ constitution
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A Is the NCPO willing to trade in democracy for security during the transitional period? asks ‘Siam Rath Weekly’'.
‘Siam Rath Weekly’ BANGKOK POST PHOTO

Lo
i

PM Prayut Chan-o-cha is caught between
people pushing for an appointed Senate and the
Constitution Drafting Committee which seems cool Deputy Prime Minister Prawit Wongsuwon is pushing for Privy Council president Prem

on the idea.BANGKOK POST PHOTO an appointed Senate.BANGKOK POST PHOTO Tinsulanonda. BANGKOK POST PHOTO
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Th military regime is likely to settle for
e a “half-baked” democracy if it can

attain sure-fire control over the country during

the transition period, Siam Rath Weekly says in

its cover story.

The drafting of the draft constitution is
entering the final period with wrangling over its
content growing intense, said the article entitled
“Mandate: Half-baked democracy”.

All sides are sharing their opinions about
what they want the new draft to look like.

On the one hand, many people believe the
National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO)
is preparing a safe “exit plan’.

“That means it will prolong its power indefi-
nitely through whatever means necessary,” the
article said.

The NCPO'’s proposal calling for changes in
the draft charter seems to have all but con-
firmed its plan to hold on to power.

One of the proposals is for the 250-member
Senate to be appointed and have a term of five
years, which is longer than that of MPs.

The rationale behind this is the Senate must
protect the charter and guide the country
during its transition back to democracy.

The NCPO also suggested that six seats in
the Senate be reserved for the military and
police chiefs. Another controversial point is a
provision allowing the prime minister to be a
non-elected outsider.

As soon as the NCPO's proposals were made
public, an outcry against them went up.

The military regime has put the Constitu-
tion Drafting Committee (CDC) headed by
legal ace Meechai Ruchupan, in an uncomfort-
able position.

“Thais are banking their hopes on Mr

Meechai considering the NCPO'’s proposal
carefully before deciding whether to make the
changes,” the article said.

“Adopting all the suggestions could trigger a
new round of conflict instantly,” the article said.

A desire to dictate the rules through the
constitution is common among three powerful
figures: Privy Council president Prem Tinsu-
lanonda, Deputy Prime Minister Prawit Wong-
suwon and Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha
himself, said the article.

Gen Prawit has openly pushed for the
appointed Senate and non-elected PM.

“He has indicated from the start that it’s nec-
essary to have an appointed Senate, even at the
cost of the draft charter being viewed as only
half-democratic,” the article said.

Gen Prem also wanted the draft charter to
serve as a tool to fight corruption. For that, it's
imperative independent organisations, espe-
cially the Constitutional Court, be empowered
to serve as a counter-balance to existing demo-
cratic branches.

Gen Prayut may find himself in a difficult
spot as he stands between the CDC, which he
appointed himself, and demands from his allies.

“If they clash, his own roadmap may be
derailed,” the story said.

Pinyo ready to

installments featuring a discussion between
Thammasat lecturer Somsak Jeamteerasakul
and social critic Sulak Sivaraksa, showed it
could be deemed to have breached the lese

face the music? maseee

Peo I e will have to stay tuned to see
p whether TV commentator and
writer Pinyo Traisuriyathamma will return to
Thailand to face a lese majeste charge, accord-
ing to The Nation Weekly.

The national police commission has decided
to file charges against Thai PBS executives and
those directly behind the Tob Jote programme
about the Thai monarchy which aired on
Thai PBS in 2013, said the article titled “Pinyo
went overseas?”

A complaint was filed with police the
same year alleging the programme violated
Section 112 of the Criminal Code, or the
lese majeste law. However, the investigation
team only recently submitted the case to the
police chief.

The case was also forwarded to the National
Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC) to take
action against executives of public broadcaster
Thai PBS.

Charges were filed against 11 people

VUMWIRUKUD |
pAUoUs=o1
1Ug s ihsurhasu

-—

‘The Nation Weekly’

including the channel’s executives, the pro-
gramme’s moderator and participants. No arrest
warrants have been issued yet, the story said.

Earlier, the National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) filed
complaints against Thai PBS for negligence in
airing the programme.

The NBTC considered three out of its five
episodes inappropriate. Thai PBS has since paid
a penalty of 50,000 baht to the NBTC.

Back in 2013, then police spokesman
Piya Utayo said an initial examination of the
programme, especially its fourth and fifth
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An investigation team was set up in March,
2013 when Pol Gen Adul Saengsingkaew served
as the police chief.

“Coming back to the present, Pol Gen Adul is
now Social Development and Human Security
Minister. Most people believed the case was
closed, but apparently it was not,” the arti-
cle said.

The programme was the talk of the town
when it went on air three years ago. Its modera-
tor and brainchild behind its content, Pinyo
Traisuriyathamma, was a target of criticism as
some people said any discussion over the mon-
archy was not appropriate.

When news about the Tob Jote charge came
up, rumours went about that Pinyo had sought
exile overseas.

Pinyo, however, stressed that he was not run-
ning away but rather went to London to cover
an event at the invitation of the British embassy.
“It is said that Pinyo will return to Thailand. The

196

|

‘Matichon Weekly’

question then, is when? The audience will just
have to wait and see,” the article said.

‘Third force’
intrigues

A announcement by former prime
n minister Chavalit Yongchaiyudh that he

has organised a “third political force” compris-
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Former TV host Pinyo Traisuriyathamma says he

P —

A g

Former PM Chavalit Yongchaiyudh has sparked

will return to Thailand from London to face a lese
majeste charge for his role in the TV programme
‘Tob Jote’ three years ago. BANGKOK POST PHOTO

curiosity among political observers with news he
has set up a so-called third force network to end
political conflicts.BANGKOK POST PHOTO

ing millions of people has sparked various
responses ranging from derision to suspicion,
says Matichon Weelkly.

Some people view Gen Chavalit's move as
nothing but a political sideshow. Others are
wary of what the former PM has up his sleeve,
the article said.

Gen Chavalit has occasionally come out to
criticise the National Council for Peace and
Order since it took over the country’s admin-
istration two years ago. In his latest briefing to
the media on Feb 25, he claimed he had setup a
so-called third force alliance of knowledgeable
people keen to tackle the country’s problems,
the article said.

Gen Chavalit’s move comes at a time when
relations between the NCPO and the “old elites”
are rocky, it said. “What is distinct is that this
time Gen Chavalit is not positioning himself as
a bridge between the groups but a new alterna-
tive,” the article said.

Whether the former PM will succeed in his
mission depends on how society responds to Gen
Chavalit’s so-called third force, the story said.

Contact Thai Pulse: atiyaa@bangkokpost.co.th
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EDITORIAL
DIGITAL ACCESS shoula be a prime concern for regulator

CHARTER DRAFT REKINDLES DEBATE ON THE NBTC'S EXISTENCE

rights to allocate broadcasting

andtelecomfrequenciesshould
bekeptaway frompoliticians,butthe
biggestoneisthatnotonlyhavethey
beenunabletoprovethattheycando
the job without thinking purely of
public interest, they can also cause
massive damage through their
flawed action or motives. The 1997
Constitution, dubbed “the People's
Charter”,initiatedwhat thenseemed
like an unthinkinable change - the
transfer of the frequency-allocating
power from the powers-that-be to
independentregulators following the
last straw on the former’s accumu-
lated abuses of authority.

It took years for the National
Broadcasting and  Telecom
Commissiontotakeshape. Anditwas
against a very volatile backdrop. Ex-
primeminister Thaksin Shinawatra's
conflicts of interests — on the one
hand he was the patriarch of the
country’shiggest telecomempireand
on the other hand he was a govern-
ment leader responsible for protect-
ing the Thai public’s best telecom
interests — were a key cause of polit-
ical turmoil that started in the early
2000sandstilllastsuntil thesedays.
Problems that seemed to originate
from vested interest in the telecom
andbroadcasting business have now
snowballedintothenationalandide-

There areseveralreasonswhythe

ological strife threatening the whole
country.

The NBTC has been found want-
ing. But what Thailand has been
through for over a decade and a half
should be enough to underline the
need to keep the government,
whetherelectedornon-elected, from
being involved in the allocation of
broadcasting and telecom frequen-
cies. This is not to mention the pre-
Thaksintimeswhensecurity concerns
were often cited to suppress content
and liberalisation efforts.

The NBTC came into existence
thanks to a charter drafted under an
extraordinary process, otherwise the
“liberation” wouldn’t have hap-

pened. Although the “People's
Charter” was revoked following a
coup against Thaksin, its will on how
broadcasting and telecom frequen-
cies should be handled has lived on.

Critics of the existing charter
draft, however,arenow notsure that
the constitutional will seeking to
ensure that all Thais get maximum
benefit fromthe telecomandbroad-
casting frequencies because they
are “national assets” is not under
threat. Their fear is based on some
changes, including unclear word-
ings, in the draft which they think
could help pave the way for the
powers-that-be to take back

the allocating authority.
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It would be sad irony if that con-
stitutional will is curtailed and
replaced by an old system that
brought so muchfrustrationand pain.
With telecom interests bigger than
before and the free flow of informa-
tionmoreimportant thanbefore, pol-
itics is the last thing we need to get
intertwined with this mammoth
issue. Things are already very com-
plicated the way they are, soareturn
to the bad old days would certainly
create a nightmare.

Asforthe NBTC, the commission-
ersmust keepreminding themselves
that they are supposed to serve the
public’s interest, not digital compa-
nies. And the term “public interest”
doesn’tmeanmoneyinthestatecof-
fers. The panel has taken too much
pride in incomes from biddings, but
hasnotseemedtobeconcernedthat
Thais do not enjoy “equal” broad-
casting and telecom access.

The will of the “People’s Charter”
wasclear.Suchaccessisnotanacces-
soryissue—itisadeservedright of the
Thaipeople. The NBTC'staskisnotan
easy one, given the high technology
and size of investments required, but
as long as the commission strives to
enforce this noble constitutional will,
nothing can harm the panel.
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